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FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN

Chairman@steeplechase.org

It’s summertime, the pool is open, and school is out. So, have fun and be careful.
Kids are everywhere, and so are walkers! Many thanks to those who have joined our
Association— 225 families have joined the community, and 108 have joined the facility. That is an excellent start, but there is still room for growth. We had prepared our
budget based on 240 community members and 130 facility members. If you haven’t
joined yet, please do and support your neighborhood.
We had another great Friends Tennis Tournament May 20-22. After a rainy start
there was great weather and great play. Thanks to the SET committee for all the
work they do to make this event a success, and to support the Quinn House and the
fund to replace our deteriorating tennis courts.
Speaking of that, you will receive a letter in the mail soon explaining what is needed
to replace tennis courts 1 and 2, and asking for your support in that effort. We have
gotten some 25 years from these courts, and with just a little extra effort we can do
what it takes to set ourselves up for another long run with new courts.
We are saying goodbye to David Jones, our Community President for the past year
and a half. David and his family have moved down the road to Chadwick Lake, and so
has of course given up his place on the board. Many thanks to David for his conscientious service, and for among other things shepherding the entrance wall repair process along. George Brodnax has been elected to take David’s spot, moving to Community President from Operations Manager. Of course that creates an opening for
an Operations Manager. We also have a vacancy in the Community Social role, and
we are looking for a COPS liaison. If you are interested in any of these positions,
please contact me at chairman@steeplechase.org.
We are also proceeding to enlist people to become permanent members of the Association. Scot Sherwin is heading a committee to accomplish that, and may be in
touch soon. In the meantime, if you would like to become a permanent member, you
can download the form from our website, www.steeplechase.org on the Information page. It’s called “Consent and Joinder.” (Here’s the direct link: http://
steeplechase.org/uploads/2/7/5/5/2755011/consent_and_joinder_-_owner__steeplechase.pdf. The form must be notarized, and you have to fill in the book and
page where your property deed is recorded. That information is on your property
deed; if you can’t locate it let me know, and don’t let that stop you from joining.
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FACILITY PRESIDENT
Now that the pool is in full swing, here are just a few reminders:
- NO LIFEGUARD – SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK
- Children 13 & under must be accompanied by an adult.
- Pool hours during June:
Mon – Friday: Swim Team 8:00am to 11:30am
Mon – Friday: Members 11:30am to 11:00pm
Thursday, June 9th – SWIM MEET— pool closes at 4:00pm
Saturday – Sunday: 9:00am to 11:00pm
- Everyone should use their fob. If someone asks you to open the gate for them, please check the list of paid
members in the metal box to the right of the gate. If your fob does not work, send me an email or call me at
770.962.4668.
- Please do not prop open the gate for any reason.
- No glass containers or bottles are allowed.
- No smoking, including e-cigarettes.
- No pets allowed.
- WiFi: under settings, select Pool 5. Password only the first time is 12345678.
- When leaving the pool, please clean up your area. Also, if you see any umbrella open, please close it even if
you didn’t put it up. This will keep the wind from making it a sail.
Enjoy the pool, and by following these few rules, everyone can enjoy our facility!
Nate Orrico
Facility President

COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
I am the new Community President, taking over for David Jones who is moving out of Steeplechase.
I would first like to thank David for volunteering to help manage our community affairs. It does take time
and energy, but is very rewarding. I want to wish David and his family the best in their new home.
I am new to this position for this year, but I been the Community President before. My family has lived in
Steeplechase for almost 25 years. Leslie and I raised our kids here and we have made a great deal of good
friends over that time. Nate Orrico and the other Board members have been catching me up on all that’s
going on. I know the responsibilities of this job, so it shouldn’t take me long to get up to speed.
I agreed to take over David’s job because I know that taking care of our neighborhood is important to our
quality of life and our home values. I look forward to working with everyone over the remainder of 2016
and if you have any questions or would like to help, please feel free to contact me.
George Brodnax
Community President
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SWIM AND TENNIS
Happy Summer All,
I hope to see some of you at the traditional Memorial Day water balloon fight parade as
a Community member. If you are a facility member, I look forward to officially ringing in
the summer with you at the noon cookout! It's not too late to join the facility, make
new friends, and enjoy all that it has to offer, including the annual July 4th party and
firework show. We also do an "adult close the pool party" at the end of the season as
well.
SUMMER ALTA TEAMS
This summer, we will have two teams playing:
Senior Men will practice on Tuesday nights and matches will be on Friday nights.
Bruce Bagnasco is the Team Captain.
Senior Women will practice on Monday nights and matches will be on Thursday nights.
Susi Regan is the Team Captain.
We wish them luck for a successful season.

Do you have a
teenager that
would like to
Babysit or Pet- sit
for the neighborhood? Did you
know that if you
are a community
member that your

TENNIS COURT REPAIRS - NEW FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
At the March General Membership Meeting, we decided to postpone the decision till
July to rebuild courts 1 & 2, as well as repairs to Court 3. This is to see if fundraising
efforts after the May Tennis Charity tournament, as well as a new fundraising committee
can get the remaining $10k we need. If you are interested in joining the new committee, please contact Melissa.m.zornes@gmail.com. Please support the plans this new
committee sends out! More details to come.
HOW TO RESERVE A COURT
If you are new to the Steeplechase Village, we use www.reservemycourt.com to make
reservations for the 3 courts that are in use right now. Court 4 is no longer playable, and
we do not have the funds to fix this year. You can check this site after creating an account to check daily practice and match schedules.
FACILITY MEMBERSHIP DUES - YOU HAVE TO BE A PAID FACILITY MEMBER TO BE ON
ANY TENNIS TEAM OR THE SWIM TEAM
We do accept non-residents to join our Facility or to be on a tennis team for $35 per
season, in addition to paying their yearly $25 ALTA dues. For swim team, non-residents
of Steeplechase or Jefferson station also have to pay an outsider fee and a registration
fee that covers the Gwinnett County Swim League fees. Please remember that the condition of the courts, the pool, and the rest of the facility grounds directly affect your
home values whether you play tennis or swim. New home buyers are looking at all. We
have aging courts with serious drainage issues, etc. that we are addressing and saving
funds to fix. Without your support, it makes it very difficult to save the money to keep
up the facility amenities.

child can advertise
for free in the
newsletter? Do
you have a teenager or Scout that
needs community
service hours? I
can help with that
too! Contact the

communications
director for more
information!

Continued on page 4

3

3

SWIM AND TENNIS CONTINUED
ADVERTISEMENTS
We would love to
see you advertise
your business in the
newsletter. Rates
and ad sizes are
listed below.

Contact the Communications Director
for additional information.

SWIM TEAM - STEEPLESTATION STINGRAYS
We have had our practice meet and 1st home swim meet! Our swimmers are
looking better and better each week. If you are still interested in joining the
team, you will need to contact the Swim Team Board directly to see if they
have openings in certain age groups. Danielle Chaney is our Head Coach. She
was our Assistant Coach for several years, swam for our team, and also coaches
the Lifetime swim team. Thomas Kruegler is our Assistant Coach. Thomas just
completed his freshmen year at UGA, the kids adore him, and he was also an
amazing swimmer on our team. We also have Jr Coaches and Captains who are
in HS that work diligently with our young swimmers to teach them confidence
and proper technique. Practices are held from 8-11am each day. The season
runs through the month of June. Below is the schedule for the season. Please
know that on home meets, the pool closes to the rest of the neighborhood at
4pm for setup. There are over 600+ people at a home meet, so parking goes on
one side of the streets of the neighborhood. There are more details and online
forms on the website,www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/.
June 2nd - AWAY - Rivermoore
June 9th - HOME - Hamilton Mill
June 13th - HOME - Youth Swimming
June 16th - AWAY - Richland
June 23rd - AWAY - Berkshire
July 9-10th - AWAY - County Championships at Ga Tech

Steeplechase Event and Tennis (SET)
I would like to thank the SET (Steeplechase Events & Tennis) Committee
and volunteers for their tireless hours and hard work on another successful
tournament over the 5/21st weekend. The tournament is a charity event that
raises funds for the Quinn House in Lawrenceville and for the rebuilding plans
of our own courts. Their efforts are always sincerely appreciated! A special
thanks goes out to Mary and Jose Gonzalez, Nicole Lister, Michelle Sherwin
(Tangerine Promotional Products), Stella York, Bryan Schroeder, Christy Vallance, Ashley Freyberger and Cindy Richards, Donna and John Redmond from
Steeplechase and Lynn Dale from Jefferson Station. Other volunteers included
Pat Wagner, Diana Bagnasco, Lori Thomas, Bo and Raylene Cochran, Jon and
Meg Lovejoy, Joseph Thompson, Nate & Nancy Orrico, Jeremy Ladd (DJ), Al
Cherpack, Dan Gustafsun, Fred Holtz, Ed and Nancy Hawkins and many more.
We also appreciate all of our neighborhood sponsors, including Carrabbas, Jetts
Pizza, Sonny’s BBQ and others who donated Silent Auction items. A special
thanks goes out to all Steeplechase players, their family members and friends
who played in the tournament.

Be safe & have fun!
Nickie Sears-Schroeder, Swim/Tennis Director
404.272.2474, mobile, swim.tennis@steeplechase.org
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GARDEN CLUB CORNER
Many of us homeowners spend lots of time and money planting flowers, watering and deadheading them in addition
to hiring professional services to beautify and maintain our lawns. In order to completely enjoy our work, we need to
gently remind our dog walkers of two simple rules.
First, curb your dog or dogs for their natural business and second, always pick up and dispose at your home. Lots of
people think that especially urine won’t hurt the lawn but it will kill the grass if not diluted because of heavy nitrogen
in dog urine. Keeping dogs out of our flower beds that are close to the road will keep plants from being trampled.
And, if anyone sees a dog unleashed, please contact Animal Control 770.513.5700. Keeping these simple rules in
mind will help us love our neighbors and continue to make Steeplechase a great place to live.
Now for those who care for their lawn maintenance, here’s what you need to know for June:
Bermuda:
1. Best time for aeration but water your lawn heavily before renting an aerator and be sure to criss-cross for
maximum benefit
2. Apply grassy weed post-emergent
3. Use any turf fertilizer
4. Lawns need 1” of water each week
Fescue:
1. Lawns need 1” of water each week
2. OK for broadleaf post-emergent –spot spray
For more information on gardening and lawn care, always consult Walter Reeves website - he is the Master Gardener.

TH

JULY 4 CELEBRATION
—For Community & Facility Members—
It is only 1 month away until we celebrate July 4th and we want to get organized for the fireworks display. If you have
missed that evening in the past, you need to plan to be at the pool parking lot at dusk – I guarantee you will enjoy the
festive event! Also this year, we will be having the firework display on the evening of the 4th rather than the 5th.
This year and starting now, we are asking for donations prior to purchasing the fireworks. This will eliminate “passing
the hat” during the celebration and hoping we have enough money to cover what we spent. Whatever we collect by
the end of June will be the amount of fireworks we will purchase. SO FAR, I ONLY HAVE 3 DONATIONS AND ONE IS
MINE. It’s such a great event I would hate to cancel it. Please donate today! You can either drop a check in the SRHA
mailbox and mark it for fireworks or give it to me.
Lastly, a huge “thank you” to Scot Sherwin for a fantastic display the last couple years and we hope we can count on
you to continue the tradition by your donation.

Nate Orrico
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A MUCH NEEDED REPAIR
NOW COMPLETE
Below are pictures of the sinkhole behind
the shed. One is the hole, the second is when
we fenced it off with orange net, and the
third shows a close-up of where the hole
used to be. There is now an entire expanse
of rock in place to keep erosion at bay.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR WORK DAY
We want to send out a special THANK YOU to everyone who was able to lend a helping hand on our
Neighborhood Work Day! Although we had a smaller group than in the past, there certainly was a
lot of hard work put into making your tennis courts, pool, pavilion, and grounds a neater and cleaner area for us all to enjoy.
Thanks also to those who donate their time and effort even when it’s not an official work day. Keeping our neighborhood looking good will benefit all of us. If you see something that needs attention,
please contact the Board to put a plan in place to make it better. * * * * * GREAT JOB! * * * * *

EVENTS IN GWINNETT COUNTY
Memorial Day Ceremony in Honor of Gwinnett Military Heroes
May 30 at 1:00pm. This annual event honors our county's military heroes and public service personnel. The Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners and honor guard units from Gwinnett County Corrections, Fire and Emergency Services, Police Department, Sheriff's Office, and the Lawrenceville Police Department will take part in this event. The Memorial Day Ceremony will be televised at
7:30pm on May 30 on TVgwinnett, Gwinnett County's government access cable channel, and available on demand at www.tvgwinnett.com. Gwinnett Fallen Heroes Memorial, 75 Langley Drive in
Lawrenceville.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2016
FRIENDS LOVE TENNIS TOURNAMENT
The annual Friends Love Tennis Tournament was held May 19-22.
Players and partygoers enjoyed a weekend of fun and exciting matches. Thanks to everyone who participated! You made the tournament
a success as we raised funds to support the Quinn House in Lawrenceville, as well as contribute to Steeplechase tennis court replacement
efforts
Take a look at the tournament SPONSORS featured to the left of this
paragraph. These companies made a difference! Be sure to support
them whenever you have an opportunity. We appreciate them!

PICTURES BY MAXMIX PHOTOGRAPHY / Special thanks to Max Mix Photography for taking the tournament pictures!
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Memorial Day Activities
Please join us to celebrate Memorial Day with our Steeplechase family!!! We will kick it all off
with our annual parade on Monday, May 30th at 10:00am!
Memorial Day Parade
The parade will begin at 10am at the Dean Rd Entrance. If you would like to be in the parade
then decorate your vehicle, bicycle, or even your golf cart in a patriotic theme and come join
in on the fun. The Parade will end in the parking lot of the Facility Pool (on Furlong/ Starter
Gate) where a traditional water balloon battle ensues. So, bring your water balloons (please
make sure they are filled ONLY with water) and get ready for a super fun time with neighbors
and friends!!
Cookout and Party!
Then we will continue with the annual cookout and party at 12:00 noon!
To accurately plan food and activities please email your RSVP (name, and how many family
members attending) ASAP to Facility.social@steeplechase.com. The facility will be providing
the meat, paper goods and condiments, so we ask that the neighbors provide the sides and
desserts. For those families with the last name A-M you will be responsible for bringing a side
dish and for those families with the last name N-Z you will be responsible for a dessert. Everyone brings their own beverages. We will be having lots of games, music and prizes. If you
would like to volunteer to help set up or cook – please let me know. Hope to see you there!
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Congratulations to
Bo & Marge Leavell
2185 Sandown Ct

For Yard of the Month
Thank you for helping to keep Steeplechase beautiful!

Dates to Remember
May 30———————————Memorial Day Facility Party and Community Parade
July 4th—————————————————————————-—-Facility Pool Party

Stay Current With Steeplechase News! Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter!
Or go to WWW.STEEPLECHASE.ORG

June Edition
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