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The Thorough-Read News 
FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 

Happy New Year to everyone. I hope you had a wonderful holiday. 

Thank you for your vote of confidence in electing me to represent you 

as your 2016 SRHA Board Chairman. I have lived in Steeplechase for 

23 years. This will be my fourth term on the Board. My first two terms 

were as your Community President. Following that, I served as the Op-

erations Manager. I look forward to working with our new board 

members, and those who are continuing in their prior positions. Wel-

come to new board members Glen Cochran, who will be Facility Presi-

dent, and Klarissa Reese, who will serve as Secretary. (At this writing, 

we are seeking people to fill two positions—Communications Director 

and Community Social Director. If you have an interest in either of 

these posts, or would like to know what’s involved, please let me or 

someone on the board know.) 

 

Big Thank-You’s to Jennifer Leo, our outgoing Community Social Direc-

tor, for the fantastic social events throughout last year. Through her 

efforts, kids and families got together, made friends, celebrated im-

portant events, and had a lot of fun. And to Laura Cross, our outgoing 

Communications Director. Laura has done a great job putting our 

newsletter together through thick and thin, showing great patience 

with those of us who are challenged by deadlines, and managing our 

communications with style, grace and efficiency. 
 

As someone new to this position, I also want to thank Scot Sherwin for 

his work these past two years. Scot has been instrumental in moving 

our neighborhood toward financial stability, both through clear com-

munication of what needs to be done, and through his leadership to-

ward creating permanent Association memberships in a fair and equi-

table way. Your Board will continue to work toward broadly enrolled 

permanent membership. With your help we and a broader member-

ship base we will be able to take proactive measures to stay ahead of 

maintenance issues and make improvements, while keeping dues 

affordable.     Continued on page 2…. 
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Community  and/or Facility Membership  Fees are Due by March 1st! 

Please fill out the membership form at the back of this newsletter and 

return it with your payment.  You can pay online ( check out the          

options) or pay by check.  If you pay by check, please make it out to 

SRHA, which stands for Steeplechase Resident Homeowners Association 

and place it in the mailbox at the Facility entrance on Furlong Run.   

 

Many thanks to those who attended our November General Membership meeting. We presented and re-

viewed our operational expenses thus far, and the status of our reserve budget. The membership also voted to 

spend up to $15,000 to repair the entry walls on Sever Road. Repairing the walls will involve restoring the 

foundations in order to stabilize them, so that repairs will be lasting and future Boards and memberships will 

not be faced with this particular problem again. 

 

I’m looking forward to a productive and enjoyable year. Our goals will be to continue making Steeplechase a 

great place to live and raise our families, to provide a strong base of support for our neighborhood, and to 

build our membership so that we all share in the rewards and responsibilities of living in such a remarkable 

neighborhood. We have 428 homes. We have 259 people who have 

joined the Association —137 as Community/Facility members, and 122 

as strictly Community members. That’s an excellent start, but does 

leave room for improvement.  

What better New Year’s Resolution—one you can certainly keep—

could there be than continuing to set aside, or beginning to set aside, 

28 cents per day to support your neighborhood and keep up your 

property values. (May I suggest a jar on the kitchen counter, and drop-

ping in a quarter every day?) 

 

If you have questions, concerns, or suggestions for improving Steeplechase, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Steve 

CHAIRMAN CONTINUED 

2 



3 

COMMUNITY PRESIDENT 

 Happy New Year to all Steeplechase residents.  I hope your holidays were enjoyable and 

were spent with the people who mean the most to you. As each of the households in our neighbor-

hood proceed through this year let’s keep in mind that we rely on each other for the continued suc-

cess of this community. If you treat your neighbors like your friends, take care of your own stuff, help 

out when you can, do your share and participate as much as possible, then Steeplechase will contin-

ue to be the kind of place we all want to live in. 

 

 Your community contributions go towards  the landscaping, lighting and maintenance for all 
entrances and common areas, holiday decorations at all entrances, monthly newsletters, Memorial 
Day, Easter, Halloween and Christmas family events, Steeplechase website, bi-annual yard sales,  
neighborhood directory, voting privileges in the Steeplechase Resident Homeowners’ Association, 
and much, much more. This is all because of the Community Membership dues.  These dues will keep 
our neighborhood a great place to live and help our property values increase. Please plan ahead and 
budget your accounts and time for February 29th. I hope this is enough time to set aside $100 as an 
investment.  Payments can be made online at www.steeplechase.org, mailed to 1925 Furlong Run, 
dropped off in the mailbox at the entrance to the Facility Recreation Area, and of course will be gladly 
accepted by all Board Members.  Again, Happy New Year to all and I hope everyone is ready for an-
other great year in Steeplechase. 
 
 If you are interested in being on a list of people who want to be involved on occasion, send 

your cell phone number to communty.president@steeplechase.org and I’ll assemble a group text list 

to let you know when opportunities arise. Also, in a neighborhood the size of Steeplechase, there are 

many people with talents and skills that could be of great help to the group. If you have skills in areas 

such as masonry, carpentry, electrical, plumbing, or any other skill you think would be helpful, please 

let me know. 

 

 

David Jones 
 

http://www.steeplechase.org


ADVERTISEMENTS 
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For the first three 

months of the year 

(January– March), 

the newsletter  will 

be  distributed to 

the entire neigh-

borhood (428 

homes), in addition 

to being sent via E-

blast.  In April, we 

will begin our regu-

lar E-blast distribu-

tion. 

Hi Folks!  Happy New Year!   The position of Communications 

Director is available and I will be happy to get you started if you 

are interested.  If you would like to volunteer to serve your com-

munity but like to be a behind the scenes kind of volunteer then 

this is the position for you! I will be  volunteering to publish the 

newsletter until we find someone to take over so if you have any 

interest then please email me or give me a call! The newsletter is 

always looking for  great community stories or fun community 

pictures so if  you would like to see them published then  please 

feel free to send them to me!  Of  course please  make sure that 

you include  the names of the people in the photographs  so that 

I can make an appropriate caption .  I also need to make sure 

that I have permission to print the photo from everyone in-

volved.  I can’t wait to see what you send me since we have so 

many great events and fun gatherings in Steeplechase! 

Also, I am looking for advertisers for our Newsletter!  If you know 

of anyone or if you have a business that you would like your 

neighbors to know about,  then please contact me about adver-

tisement space.  Remember that we send a hard copy of the 

Thorough -Read News to every home in Steeplechase for the first 

three months ( 428 homes) and then your ad will be online and 

distributed through an E-blast after that, which gives you great 

coverage and       visibility!  

Happy Reading! 

Laura Cross 

communications@steeplechase.org 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 



GARDEN CLUB CORNER 
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For some of you new to the neighborhood and maybe don’t know me, I have 

lived in Steeplechase for 29 years and have served on the board for 15 years in 

the following capacity:  Facility Social, Swim & Tennis Director – twice, Opera-

tions Director, Community President, Facility President – twice plus a three year 

term for the last three years.   

Once again, I will be serving as Operations Director for the next two years as well 

as helping out on work sessions and anything else that needs repair.  I would re-

ally like to see some new home owners step up to the plate next election.  I feel 

it’s an honor to serve our great neighborhood and I know you would enjoy it as 

much as I have.  Get involved! 

Please join me this year and become a community member to help keep Steeple-

chase looking good and be able to say, “it’s a great place to live”! 

 

Nate Orrico 

Operations Director 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS/YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS 
Our garden club had a tough time making the decision this year – great decorations by all! We hope you had a chance to 

drive around the neighborhood to check out all the winners plus all the other decorations – big and small.  

Just remember, you had to be a community member to win and unfortunately we had to pass on several homes because they 

weren’t members this year. 

WINNERS: 

Paul King & Virgilio Ortega, 2175 Sandown Ct. 

Brenda Matyisin, 1811 Furlong Run 

Nickie & Bryan Schroeder, 1061 Steeple Run 

Yvette Tomas, 2238 Sandown Dr. 

 

EXCEPTIONAL LIGHTING DISPLAYS: 

Doug & Mandy Benson, 2081 Furlong Run 

Al & Lynn Cherpak, 1130 Paper Chase Ct. 

Fred & Ariadna Holtz, 1361 Steeple Run 

Bo & Marge Leavell, 2185 Sandown Ct. 

John & Donna Redmond, 2091 Hedge Row 

Renton & Klarissa Reese, 1915 Paddock Ct. 

Tim & Michelle Tyler, 1390 Warrenton Hunt 

Adriana Wheat, 2631 Bechers Brook  

A special thanks to all the members who helped decorate the entrances – they looked great!   

 

A New Years resolution – get involved and join the community in 2016 to pay 

your fair share of maintenance for our entrances. 



Do you have a  

teenager that 

would like to  

Babysit or Pet- sit 

for  the neighbor-

hood?  Did you 

know that if you 

are a community 

member that your 

child can advertise 

for free in the 

newsletter?  Do 

you have a teen-

ager or Scout that 

needs community 

service hours? I 

can help with that 

too! Contact the 

communications 

director for more 

information! 
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Hello,  

My name is Klarissa Reese and I will be serving as Secretary this year.  I have lived 

in the Steeplechase subdivision since 1998 and have loved having my kids grow 

up here.  I served on the board twice before, once as Treasurer and long, long ago 

as assistant to the facility social director.  Steeplechase has been a wonderful 

place to watch our children grow.  I have 3 kids, two girls and a boy. My husband 

and I will be dealing with our oldest being a Senior this year and we are still a little 

shell shocked that time has flown by so fast.    We are surrounded by great neigh-

bors and have made many wonderful friends.  I am looking forward to my time on 

the board and hope everyone has a very Happy New Year. 

SECRETARY 

Job Readiness Workshop • FREE!  
Mondays: January 11, February 8, March 7, and April 11 from 10:00am to 11:30am. 
These workshops are free and open to everyone. If you have been struggling to find a 
job or a replacement job due to a layoff and/or limited skills, maybe you should consider 
additional training to upgrade your skills. This workshop will cover basic skills. Call the 
center to reserve a seat for this workshop. Bilingual staff will be present for English and 
Spanish speakers. Sponsored by Gwinnett County 

Buford Human Services Center  
 

General Health and Nutrition Food Talk • FREE!  
Mondays: January 25 to March 14 from 1:30pm to 3:00pm. No class on February 15 
due to holiday. This USDA funded program mission is to improve the nutrition behavior 
of families, whose children are in Head Start program, receive free or reduced price 
lunch, SNAP, WIC, temporary or commodity foods. After completing all sessions, par-
ticipants will receive a certificate from the University of Georgia and a recipe book. 
Representative speaks English and Spanish. Pre-registration required. Call the center 

to register or email nhscbuilding@gwinnettcounty.com.    

2755 Sawnee Avenue  
Buford, GA 30518 

Gardening Classes  
Mondays from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. January 11: Warm Season Turf Management; Janu-
ary 25: Plant Selection, Pruning Shrubs; February 1: The Right Evergreen Tree; Febru-
ary 8: Container Gardening; February 22: Winter Flowering Plants; February 29: Rock 
and Boulder Gardening; March 7: Soil and Fertilization; March 14: Drainage Solutions; 
March 21: Edible Garden; April 11: Ground Cover for All Occasions; April 18: Lilies, Gar-
denias, Tropical Plants; April 25: 12 Months of Flowering Perennials for Snellville; May 9: 
Daylillies, Hostas, Ferns; May 16: Herbs, Damp Soil, Plant Selection; May 23: Turf 
Weeds, Identification, and Control. Cost: $2 (in exact cash notes, no coins) non-
refundable per person, per class topic. Walk-in registrations only. Class limited to 20. For 
class information, please email fergyche@bellsouth.net. For additional information, con-

tact the community center.  
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