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The Thorough-Read News 
FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 

     
We are off to a good start in 2016. We have had our challenges—lightning 

struck our security system, requiring substantial repairs, but that was taken care 

of and the system is once again operational. An irrigation leak at our Starter 

Gate entrance created a large and unattractive sink hole, but by the time you 

read this repairs should be made and the entrance back to normal. Since we do 

have an emergency fund for such matters, we were able to pay for repairs with-

out affecting our operating budget, which is on track for the year. 

Last year our membership approved the Board’s request to move forward to-

ward establishing a permanent community membership option for our Associa-

tion, and to fund legal expenses toward that end. Under Scot Sherwin’s leader-

ship, the Board engaged an attorney who has worked with us to develop the 

appropriate documents to do this. The Board is reviewing them and will move 

ahead in the next month. Stay tuned for more specifics. 

Providing the option for permanent community membership, and signing up 

permanent members, will be one of our primary goals in the coming year. As 

you recall, our purpose for this is to establish a predictable and consistent 

source of revenue which will enable us to be proactive in maintaining and im-

proving our community amenities. As our neighborhood ages, certain things 

begin to fail.  Case in point—our irrigation system.  Another case in point—our 

entry walls, which we will be repairing in the next few weeks. Realtors have told 

us consistently that homebuyers are buying not just the house their family will 

live in, but the neighborhood amenities that go with it. Permanent members will 

assure that current and future homeowners will share in supporting the Associ-

ation. Remember, it’s just over a quarter a day to fund your annual Community 

Membership. 

Speaking of supporting your Association, if you have a few hours a month to 

spare for what is a very rewarding activity, consider joining the Steeplechase 

Board. We are currently seeking a community social director, and a communica-

tions director. This is a great way to get involved in your neighborhood and to 

see all the things that go on to make this a great place to live.  (Invariably, peo-

ple new to the board are amazed at what just a few people can accomplish—a 

common comment is, “I never thought about it. I just knew it got done.”  Well, 

somebody has to do it. It could by you. 

Thanks for your support. As always, contact me with questions or concerns, or 
to volunteer for a board position. The email is chairman@steeplechase.org. 
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COMMUNITY PRESIDENT 

It’s coming to that time of the year again, and you are lucky enough to be affiliated with an HOA that has such 

low dues. This year the Community membership dues are set at $100. Please plan ahead and make sure that 

they are paid before March 1st.  Your membership fees go toward maintaining the landscaping, trimming the 

trees, mowing the grass, purchasing and spreading pine straw, installing plants and all the beautification pro-

cedures at all three entrances. On top of that there are seasonal decorations, graduation banners, landscaping 

on the common grounds, water and sewer fees, social events, community garage sales, and much, much more.  

Recently, there was a massive sink hole at one of the entrances of Steeplechase after a water pipe broke.  It 

was the responsibility of our neighborhood to fix it and it was your money that was used to repair the broken 

pipe, backfill the hole in the ground, and replant new bushes.  This is what we would see every day as we go 

about our business if there were no funds to make these repairs with. From this point on, no one would even 

look twice to move into this subdivision and that would affect all of our property values. Our property values 

would decrease just because it is not aesthetically pleasing to the eye. How would want to live in a place like 

that? So what I am asking to those of you who do not contribute to the HOA… One could just as easily not pay 

the annual fees but if you have any pride in your home, it is very much worth the investment.  

 A great way to improve our community and to keep it a desirable, reputable destination for future home buyers and 

ourselves is to keep our yards attractive and well maintained. This an excellent time of the year to catch up on heavy 

trimming and brush removal. 

Have a wonderful month and please let me know if you need help with anything and/or have questions.  I can’t 

promise that I will have an answer but I’ll either make one up or find it for you.  

E-mail me at community.president@steeplechase.org 

Your Community President, 

David Jones 



Do you have a  

teenager that 

would like to  

Babysit or Pet- sit 

for  the neighbor-

hood?  Did you 

know that if you 

are a community 

member that your 

child can advertise 

for free in the 

newsletter?  Do 

you have a teen-

ager or Scout that 

needs community 

service hours? I 

can help with that 

too! Contact the 

communications 

director for more 

information! 

 

Community  and/or Facility Member-

ship  Fees are Due by March 1st! 

Please fill out the membership form at 

the back of this newsletter and return 

it with your payment.  You can pay 

online ( check out the options) or pay 

by check.  If you pay by check, please 

make it out to SRHA, which stands for 

Steeplechase Resident Homeowners 

Association and place it in the mailbox 

at the Facility entrance on Furlong 

Run.   
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Happy New Year Steeplechase! 

I hope everyone has had a happy and safe holiday season.  I’ll be serving as 
your new Facility President.  If you ever have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me. This will be my first stint, but I’ve got a great 
mentor in Nate and I look forward to meeting the standard for our community 
that he has set. 

Glen (Bo) Cochran 

FACILITY PRESIDENT 



ADVERTISEMENTS 
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For the first three 

months of the year 

(January– March), 

the newsletter  will 

be  distributed to 

the entire neigh-

borhood (428 

homes), in addition 

to being sent via E-

blast.  In April, we 

will begin our regu-

lar E-blast distribu-

tion. 

Hi Steeplechase, 

I just wanted you to be on extra alert about what you place in your 

mailbox!  I had a bill (that I had written a check for) stolen out of my 

mailbox.  They took the check, copied it (to the best of their ability) 

and then attempted to write a very large check to be cashed at a 

bank in Ansley Mall.  The guy that tried to cash the check said that he 

had done work at my house and this check was his payment!  Luckily 

my bank stopped the fraudulent check before it was cashed!  Stee-

plechase keep your eyes open and let your neighbors know if you see 

anything suspicious!   

The position of Communications Director is available and I will be hap-

py to get you started if you are interested.  If you would like to volun-

teer to serve your community but like to be a behind the scenes kind 

of volunteer then this is the position for you! I will be  volunteering to 

publish the newsletter until we find someone to take over so if you 

have any interest then please email me or give me a call! The news-

letter is always looking for  great community stories or fun community 

pictures so if  you would like to see them published then  please feel 

free to send them to me!  Of  course please  make sure that you in-

clude  the names of the people in the photographs  so that I can make 

an appropriate caption .  I also need to make sure that I have permis-

sion to print the photo from everyone involved.  I can’t wait to see 

what you send me since we have so many great events and fun gather-

ings in Steeplechase! 

Also, I am looking for advertisers for our Newsletter!  If you know of 

anyone or if you have a business that you would like your neighbors to 

know about,  then please contact me about advertisement space.  Re-

member that we send a hard copy of the Thorough -Read News to eve-

ry home in Steeplechase for the first three months ( 428 homes) and 

then your ad will be online and distributed through an E-blast after 

that, which gives you great coverage and   visibility!  

Happy Reading! 

Laura Cross 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 



GARDEN CLUB CORNER 
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Here are some timely tips for our southern winter: 

-Make sure any container plants that are outside receive water when needed – which will help reduce their sus-

ceptibility to cold damage. 

-Light prune your crepe myrtles.  Remove the seed pods and cut any branches that are crisscrossing each other 

and are growing inwards into the plant.  Avoid butchering the trees since this makes them more susceptible to 

pests. 

-If a severe freeze is in the forecast, you may want to cover your cold weather vegetables and plants with some 

transparent plastic.  Then remove when the weather warms. 

-Order seed catalog and begin planning your summer vegetable garden. 

-If you have not done so, have your soil tested through the Gwinnett County Extension office.  The cost is $8 per 

sample. 

The following classes will be held in the second floor conference room of the Gwinnett Government Annex Build-

ing, 750 Perry St., Lawrenceville.  There is no charge but pre-registration is necessary by calling 678.377.4011 or 

email: timothy.daly@gwinnettcounty.com 

February 8  - 12:00 noon to 1:00pm: Landscaping ideas for home security 

February 25 – 12:00 noon to 1:00pm: Proper pruning techniques for the home landscape 

I know we are all looking forward to getting back to green grasses and gardening but enjoy the break – it will be 

here before you know it! 

The Garden Corner 

Job Readiness Workshop • FREE!  
Mondays: February 8, March 7, and April 11 from 10:00am to 11:30am. These work-
shops are free and open to everyone. If you have been struggling to find a job or a re-
placement job due to a layoff and/or limited skills, maybe you should consider additional 
training to upgrade your skills. This workshop will cover basic skills. Call the center to 
reserve a seat for this workshop. Bilingual staff will be present for English and Spanish 

speakers. Sponsored by Gwinnett County Youth Project  

Gardening Classes  
Mondays from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. February 8: Container Gardening; February 22: Winter Flowering Plants; Feb-
ruary 29: Rock and Boulder Gardening; March 7: Soil and Fertilization; March 14: Drainage Solutions; March 21: 
Edible Garden; April 11: Ground Cover for All Occasions; April 18: Lilies, Gardenias, Tropical Plants; April 25: 
12 Months of Flowering Perennials for Snellville; May 9: Daylillies, Hostas, Ferns; May 16: Herbs, Damp Soil, 
Plant Selection; May 23: Turf Weeds, Identification, and Control. Cost: $2 (in exact cash notes, no coins) non-
refundable per person, per class topic. Walk-in registrations only. Class limited to 20. For class information, 

please email fergyche@bellsouth.net. For additional information, contact the community center.   

mailto:timothy.daly@gwinnettcounty.com
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SWIM AND TENNIS 

Happy New Year & Valentines Day, 

  

I hope your year is off to a great start with many positive resolutions!  I wanted to take the time to introduce my-

self.  This is my 2nd year as the Swim/Tennis Director.  I've also served in years past as the Facility and Community Social 

Director and my husband, Bryan, also served for 2 years as the Swim/Tennis Director.  We came to Steeplechase in 2007, 

made many lasting friendships over the years through learning how to play tennis and watching our boys, Tyler (12 yrs) 

and Brody (11 yrs) compete on the swim team.  I'm originally from SC and Bryan from NJ.  We met on the Clemson Uni-

versity baseball field (GO TIGERS!!!!) and came to the Atlanta area in 2001.  I am an Independent Meeting & Event Plan-

ner/Travel Director and also the Outside Events & Student Life Manager for SUMC in Duluth.  In our free time, which is 

rare, we enjoy watching our boys compete in PRYAA Travel Baseball (GO LIONS!!!), where Bryan is the Baseball Director, 

and ATL Fire soccer academy, as well as Swim ATL.  I also love to dance, go antiquing, and play BUNCO with the hood 

girls.  

  

Current WINTER & SPRING ALTA Ladies & Mens Teams 

We currently have 2 Winter ALTA teams, a Sr Mixed & an A MIxed.  Their seasons started Jan. 10th and will run until Feb. 

21st, unless they make to the playoff's.  Good luck!  

  

We will have a Ladies ALTA B & C team in the Spring.  THE C TEAM IS STILL LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL PLAY-

ERS.  PLEASE CONTACT ME ASAP IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONSIDER PLAYING ON THIS TEAM that Nancy Hawkins & I 

will be Co-Captaining together.     

  

At the November General Membership Meeting, we discussed having a separate meeting for those that are involved 

and want to vote on the best course of action for 2016 and long-term tennis court plans.  I will send out an eblast to the 

70+ registered players and through the SRHA blast with a date for this before our March General Membership Meeting 

to bring our ideas and plans to the SRHA board when the budget is proposed. Steeplechase Events and Tennis (SET) 

has been hosting a charity tennis tournament annually for the past 6 years to raise money for tennis court replacement  

We will discuss options for tennis court replacement and the resources we have available.   Please remember that SRHA 

and SET are separate boards with separate budgets who collaborate together.  If you want to become involved in the 

SET Committee, please let me know, and I'll put you in touch with the appropriate contact.  They will be deciding on a 

May "Friends Love Charity Tennis Tournament" (www.friendslovetennis.com) date soon.  We will be repairing and reat-

taching the windscreens on all 3, as well as other improvements around the courts soon as the weather warms up and 

before the May tournament.  

If you are new to the Steeplechase Village, we use www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations for the 3 courts that 

are in use right now.  You can check this site after creating an account to check daily practice and match schedules.   

 

SWIM TEAM - STEEPLESTATION STINGRAYS 

Registration for the swim team will be the weekend of March 19-20th.  You will be able to register online before that 

time.  More exciting details to come!  http://www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/  

I hope all of you have a wonderful month filled with LOVE!  

All the Best, 

  

Nickie Sears-Schroeder 

Swim/Tennis Director 

404.272.2474, mobile 

Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org 

  

http://www.friendslovetennis.com/
http://www.reservemycourt.com/
http://www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/
mailto:Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org


  REMINDER   

 Steeplechase Resident Homeowner Assoc.   

     

     

     

 1925 Furlong Run    

 Lawrenceville, Ga 30043  DUE DATE March 1, 2016 

     

     

     

     

     

 DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

 COMMUNITY DUES  $                                       100.00  

 DUE BY MARCH 1, 2016   

     

     

   SUBTOTAL    $                                       100.00  

 

Make all checks payable to SRHA.  Checks can be mailed to 1925 Furlong Run or 

dropped at the mailbox at the pool entrance.   

   

    

    

   TOTAL    $                                       100.00  

 Thank you for your commitment to the     

 Steeplchase Community.    

 Reminder   

Steeplechase Resident Homeowner Assoc.   

    

1925 Furlong Run    

Lawrenceville, Ga 30043  DUE DATE March 1, 2016 

    

    

    

    

    

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

FACILITY DUES  $                                         375.00  

COMMUNITY DUES                                             100.00  

DUE BY MARCH 1, 2016   

    

  SUBTOTAL    $                                         475.00  

Make all checks payable to SRHA.  Checks can be mailed to 1925 Furlong Run or 

dropped in the mailbox at the pool entrance.   

   

   

   

Thank you for your commitment to the   TOTAL    $                                         475.00  

Steeplchase community.    
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