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The Thorough-Read News 

FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 

     

I hope you will be able to attend our General Membership meeting 

March 31, at 7:30. We will discussing several items, and voting on others. 

We will review last year’s budget, review the reserve budgets, review the 

budget for the current year (and vote for adoption), discuss and vote on 

the Permanent Membership option for the Association, and review op-

tions for tennis court repair. We will also vote for changes on the SRHA 

Board. Glenn Cochran, our Facility President has resigned from the Board 

due to new obligations elsewhere. Nate Orrico will assume those duties, 

pending election at the meeting. Nate was Operations Manager. Filling 

Nate’s position will be George Brodnax, pending election at the meeting. 

Enjoy the spring weather, and I will see you March 31. 

  

Be sure to attend the  March 31, 

General Membership meeting at 

7:30pm in the pavilion. 

 
Steve Curry 

 

To see a list of what’s on the Agenda for the meeting see page 7 of this 

newsletter.     
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COMMUNITY PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

Attention to all the parents of soon to be graduates!  It’s your time for bragging rights to the community 

so please send us your graduate’s name, school attended, and personal email address to communi-

ty.president@steeplechase.org and we will have his/her name added to the signs at all three entrances.  

Please pay close attention to the weekly eblasts for more information.  Please make sure all graduates’ 

names are submitted by April 15th.  The price will be determined by the amount of names submitted.  I 

will need a parent of one of the graduates to take the lead in organizing, design development, and fee 

collection for the banners so please email me your information as soon as possible. 

 

David Jones  

GRADUATION BANNER TIME 

FACILITY PRESIDENT 

Well, I am back again as facility president.  Unfortunately, Bo had unforeseen obligations and had to resign 

from the board.  Since this will be my fourth year to serve in the same position, I certainly would appreciate 

a volunteer to replace me but in the interim, I will gladly serve. 

We have been busy working on getting the pool ready for opening day on May 7 and getting Steeplechase 

ready for the summer.  Nickie has purchased some much needed pool chairs, we replaced our internet pro-

vider to save some money, we replaced our security and camera systems due to a power surge and we are 

working on resurfacing our tennis courts. 

Along with these changes, there are a couple things I need to inform you on.  First, when you sign on to the 

wifi at the pool the first time, you will need to enter the password:  12345678 

Also, please test your fob because changing to a new security system sometimes loses fob numbers.  So just 

let me know if your fob does not work.  We can verify that it is in the system first, then replace it if neces-

sary. 

HELP NEEDED!  May 7 at 9:00 – 12:00  This will be our first work session for the year and I would appreciate 

a big turnout from everyone; facility members as well as community members.  We have lots of upkeep 

that needs to be done and if you can give us a couple hours, this benefits you as a homeowner.  Please join 

us and make a difference. 

And last of all, help keep up the value of your home by becoming a facility member or at the least a commu-

nity member.  Remember when you drive in and out of our entrances every day, it takes money for upkeep.  

PAY YOUR FARE SHARE!  
Thanks, 

 

Nate 



Do you have a  

teenager that 

would like to  

Babysit or Pet- sit 

for  the neighbor-

hood?  Did you 

know that if you 

are a community 

member that your 

child can advertise 

for free in the 

newsletter?  Do 

you have a teen-

ager or Scout that 

needs community 

service hours? I 

can help with that 

too! Contact the 

communications 

director for more 

information! 
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SWIM AND TENNIS 

Happy Spring, 

  
SPRING ALTA Teams 
We currently have 3 Spring ALTA teams, Ladies Sunday B and C teams, as well as a Men's B 
team.  The season is underway and runs through May 1st, unless they make to 
playoff's.  You can find practice times and home matches listed 
on www.reservemycourt.com.  Thank you to Christy Vallance (Ladies B), Nancy Hawkins 
(Ladies C), and John Redmond (Men's B) for Captaining these teams with me this sea-
son.  It is a thankless job managing 10-18 player schedules each week.   

  
TENNIS COURT REPAIRS/REBUILDING/RE-SURFACING VOTE AT MARCH GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
At the March General Membership Meeting, we will discuss short-term and long-term 
plans for repairing the courts. We realize that Court 1 and 2 have significant cracks, as well 
as Court 3 even more so. Court 4 is actually out of play completely at this time 

The May "Friends Love Charity Tennis Tournament" (www.friendslovetennis.com) date for 
2016 is May 19-22nd.  You can now register online.  See more information on page 9 of 
this newsletter. 

  
HOW TO RESERVE A COURT 
If you are new to the Steeplechase Village, we use www.reservemycourt.com to make res-
ervations for the 3 courts that are in use right now.  You can check this site after creating 
an account to check daily practice and match schedules.  

  
FACILITY MEMBERSHIP DUES 
YOU HAVE TO BE A PAID FACILITY MEMBER TO BE ON ANY TENNIS TEAM OR THE SWIM 
TEAM.  We do accept non-residents to join our Facility or to be on a tennis team for $35 
per season, in addition to paying their yearly $25 ALTA dues.  Non-residents of Steeple-
chase or Jefferson station also have to pay an outsider fee and a registration fee that co-
vers the Gwinnett County Swim League fees.       
 
Please remember that the condition of the courts, the pool, and the rest of the facility 
grounds directly affect your home values whether you play tennis or swim.  New home 
buyers are looking at all.  We have aging courts and a pool with serious drainage issues, 
etc. that we are addressing and saving funds to fix.  Without your support, it makes it very 
difficult to save the money to keep up the facility amenities. 
  

Nickie Sears-Schroeder 

Swim/Tennis Director 

404.272.2474, mobile 

Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org 

http://www.reservemycourt.com/
http://www.friendslovetennis.com/
http://www.reservemycourt.com/


ADVERTISEMENTS 
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For the first three 

months of the year 

(January– March), 

the newsletter  will 

be  distributed to 

the entire neigh-

borhood (428 

homes), in addition 

to being sent via E-

blast.  In April, we 

will begin our regu-

lar E-blast distribu-

tion. 

SWIM AND TENNIS CONT. 

 
  
 

SWIM TEAM - STEEPLESTATION STINGRAYS 
Registration for the swim team was March 19-20th, but is also 
ONLINE.  You will need to contact them directly to turn in vacation 
forms and birth certificates as a new swimmer.  Some age groups may 
be filled.  Danielle Chaney has been hired as our Head Coach.  She has 
been our Assistant Coach for several years and also swam for us.  All 
of the kids are looking forward to having Danielle back!  Thomas 
Kruegler has been named our Assistant Coach.  Thomas is in his first 
year at UGA, the kids adore him, and he was also an amazing swimmer 
on our team.  Jr Coaches and Captains will be announced 
soon.  Practices will begin after school on May 9th.  We will have our 
practice meet and team pictures on Sunday, May 22nd.  The season 
runs through the month of June.  Below is the schedule for the sea-
son.  Please know that on home meets, the pool closes to the rest of 
the neighborhood from 4-10pm.  There are over 600+ ppl at a home 
meet, so parking goes on one side of the streets of the neighborhood. 
There are more details and online forms on the website,http://
www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/ 

  

May 9th - Pool Opens & Practice begins after school at 4pm 
May 22nd - HOME - Practice Meet (only our team members - time tri-
als) - pool closes at 4pm 
May 26th - HOME - Rivershyre 
June 2nd - AWAY - Rivermoore 
June 9th - HOME - Hamilton Mill  
June 13th - HOME - Youth Swimming 
June 16th - AWAY - Richland 
June 23rd - AWAY - Berkshire 
July 9-10th - AWAY - County Championships at Ga Tech 

http://www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/
http://www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/


GARDEN CLUB CORNER 
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We seem to be having a very late spring – not too many azaleas are in full bloom but by the time you 

get this newsletter, they should be looking wonderful. 

If you are doing your own lawn maintenance, April is the time for fertilizer whether you have Bermuda 

or Fescue.  As far as aerating your lawn, this is the time of year to aerate Fescue.  Bermuda should be 

aerated during the growing season, May, June or July. 

Here are some household tips for a chemical-free pest prevention for your garden: 

-Crushed egg shells:  Crush egg shells and leave them on the top layer of soil.  This deters larger pests, 

such as caterpillars and snails, from attacking plants from the ground up. 

-Organic DIY Insect Sprays:  Do a quick online search for organic recipes that deter pests.  Most include 

common ingredients you will find in your pantry, such as garlic cloves or hot pepper seeds. 

-Aromatic Herbs:  Many pests hate the smell of yarrow, citronella, mint, fennel, catnip, basil and 

lemongrass.  Plant these herbs in your garden to keep many of the bad bugs away. 

- The Circle of Life:  Nature keeps nature in check. For example, ladybugs eat aphids and toads eat 

slugs. Research how to attract the right predators to your garden so those valiant little creatures can 

gobble up the plant munchers. 

The following free class is available at the UGA extension office: Register by calling 678.377.4010 

-April 18: Square foot gardening 12 Noon to 1:00 

Please consider coming to the work session on Saturday, May 7 from 9am – Noon.  We will be doing 

some maintenance on our entrance plants and shrubs and could use some help!  Please try to donate 

at least an hour.  “Many hands make light work.” [John Heywood} 

JULY 4TH CELEBRATION 
I know its 3 months away until we celebrate July 4th but we want to get organized for the fireworks dis-

play.   If you have missed that evening in the past, you need to plan to be at the pool parking lot – I guar-

antee you will enjoy the festive event!  Also this year, we will be having the firework display on the even-

ing of the 4th rather than the 5th. 

This year and starting now, we are asking for donations prior to purchasing the fireworks.  This will elimi-

nate “passing the hat” during the celebration and hoping we have enough money to cover what we spent.  

Whatever we collect by the end of June will be the amount of fireworks we will purchase. 

You can either drop a check in the SRHA mailbox and mark it for fireworks or give it to me. 

Lastly, a huge “thank you” to Scot Sherwin for a fantastic display the last couple years and we hope we can 

count on you to continue the tradition by your donation. 

 

Nate 
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Agenda, SRHA General Membership Meeting, 3/31/2016 

(subject to change) 
Vote on new officers Vote 

Operating budget update with percentages Information 

Reserve budget update, with walls expenses and end of year transfers already 

executed 
Information 

Actions accomplished/in process for the year Information 

Facility Electrical panel   

Security system upgrades   

Mandatory membership option in place (if approved at this meeting)   

Sever Road wall repairs begun   

Shed sinkhole repair in process   

Adopt 2016-2017 operating budget Vote 

Present membership assumptions   

Note reserve line items   

Adopt Mandatory Membership option documents Vote 

Declaration   

Consent and Joinder   

Tennis court repair options Vote 

Adjourn Vote 

    

Note: Presuming that the Permanent Membership Option passes, those who 

wish to become permanent members remain to sign form and have signature 

notarized. 

  

7 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MTG AGENDA 
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If you would like to participate, please drop off $5 in the SRHA 

mailbox at the top of the facility driveway on Furlong. Don’t forget 

to include your name and address so that the Board will know 

who will be participating.   

This money will cover the cost of advertising our Yard Sale in the 

local papers so that we can get the maximum exposure. 

 



  

Contact Committee@friendslovetennis.com if you have any questions. 

7th Annual  

Friends Love Tennis Tournament  

benefiting  

The Quinn House. 

If you enjoy the game of tennis in Steeple-

chase and you enjoy the social benefits of 

this great community, then we would like 

to challenge each and every one of you to 

SIGN UP for the upcoming                                

tennis tournament!  If you are on one of 

the teams in Steeplechase, it should be a 

priority of yours to be representative of 

this tournament and supportive of its 

goals!  Keep in mind that this is our ONLY 

organized event that raises funds for our 

neighborhood, all the while benefiting a 

local charity.  Additionally we want to ap-

peal to each of the captains to encourage 

each member on their team to sign up 

TODAY!  

How you can help: 

 

1. Find a partner and register for the tournament (all levels of brackets are filling up) 

2. Donate something for the silent auction or player bags (120 player bags to be made). 

3. Make a cash donation. 

4. Volunteer to help out at the tournament (all the perk of registering but you don't have to play) 

5. Come to the party (non-tournament participants can enjoy the party for $15) 

 

The majority of the money generated from the tournament actually comes from the Silent Auction. In addition to 

signing up TODAY, please donate items for bid.  Use your imagination and have YOUR bid item(s) be the most cov-

eted of all the rest!  You can have bragging rights on the popularity of YOUR bid item(s) and know that it raised 

money for two very good causes! 
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Stay Current With Steeplechase News! Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! 

Or go to WWW.STEEPLECHASE.ORG 

April Edition 

Dates to Remember 
March 31st, 7:30pm——————————————————SRHA Membership MTG 

April 15th——————–-——————————————Graduation Banner Deadline 

April 29-30th, 8am-2pm——————————-————Spring Community Yard Sale 

April 30th———————————————-————-Gwinnett Multicultural Festival 

May 7th—————————————————————-—-Neighborhood Work Day 

May 9th———————–—–————–——-SteepleStation Stingrays Practice Begins 

May 20-22nd————–—————”Friends Love Tennis” Charity Tennis Tournament 

May 21st———————–——-—————————————Stingrays Practice Meet 

May ?————————————Memorial Day Facility Party and Community Parade 

July 4th—————————————————————————-—-Facility Pool Party 

Congratulations to  

 

Paul King & Virgilio Ortega 
2175 Sandown Court 

 

For Yard of the Month 

 

Thank you for helping to keep Steeplechase 

beautiful! 


