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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
Many thanks to those who came out for
our Annual Membership Meeting on November 30. We covered a lot of ground
and made a lot of progress for the coming year. To recap the meeting:
We currently have 273 community members and 123 facility members. Of those,
75 are permanent community members.
Our income this year is $78,955. Our expenses to this point are $49, 045. (That
translates to spending 61% of our budget
¾ of the way through the fiscal year.) Our
checking account balance is $43,124. Our
reserve account balance is $37, 216.
Among the accomplishments discussed,
we noted that we began the year with
two new tennis courts and one renovated
tennis court. We began to renovate our
restrooms, upgraded our pool lighting,
conducted a full slate of community and
facility social events—including our first
annual craft fair/BBQ/chili cook-off, had
another great year with our swim team,
conducted a successful Adopt-a-Shrub
campaign, and welcomed 33 new neighbors to Steeplechase since the beginning
of January.
Looking forward, we discussed the need
to complete restroom renovations, address drainage concerns above the Court
1 & 2 observation deck, make repairs to
the Starter Gate entry walls, make cosmetic repairs to the fence along Sever
Road, and install landscaping along Sever.
We agreed to make one-time cosmetic
repairs to the fence, to be done by volunteers, and to do a one-time painting of
the fence, to be done by a contractor.
(The color will be brown.) We agreed to
install landscaping according to a plan
developed by landscape designer Bruce
Holliday. Funds for the landscaping will
come from donations. Funds for the
fence painting will come from reserves.
We anticipate the fence and landscape
work to be done during December.
The last action of the evening was the elec-

tion of your 2018 Board of Directors. Here
is your new leadership:
Chairman
Facility President
Community President
Communications Dir
Operations Director
Treasurer
Secretary
Webmaster
Swim & Tennis Director
Community Social Dir
Facility Social Director

Stella York
Jeremy Ladd
Scot Sherwin
Lori Thomas
Nate Orrico
Klarissa Reese
Melissa Zornes
Doug Benson
Bill Wagner
Katherine Colley
Mary Gonzalez

In closing, this will be my last newsletter
article. I look forward to reading the words
of Stella York in the coming year. I appreciate your support, encouragement, and
good ideas during the past two years that I
have served as your Chairman, and have
enjoyed the challenges and the successes
we have had. Steeplechase is a wonderful,
vibrant neighborhood, as evidenced by the
accomplishments we have made, the continued attractiveness of our subdivision to
new families, and the willingness to try
new ideas and get things done. It has been
an honor to work with you and the Board
of Directors. As you are no doubt aware,
the board members are hardworking, creative, and an asset to the community. I
thank them for all of the work they have
done during my terms on the board.
Best wishes for the holidays, and for the
new year.
Steve Curry
Chairman
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FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
I hope everyone is having a wonder- have been on the board two or three
ful Thanksgiving! This is my favorite times over the past 20 years. I do it
time of the year.
because I care about my home value
and my neighbors. But, I would like
This is the time of the year we seem
to see more Steeplechase residents
be more aware of the things and
volunteer to serve. It’s a great way to
people we are thankful for.
meet more of your neighbors and we
I am thankful for many things, one of all benefit when more residents get
which is the people who have volun- involved. Think seriously about servteered to service on your homeown- ing. You can contact any board memers association board. These people ber and we can help figure out
give time and energy to make sure where you can start!
our neighborhood is taken care of
George Brodnax
and every one of us enjoys living
Community President
here. But, most of these board members have served before. I know, I

2017
Steeplechase Board
Chairman
Steve Curry (770) 962-5699
Chairman@steeplechase.org

Facility President
Ed Hawkins

Facility.president@steeplechase.org

Community President
George Brodnax

Community.president@steeplechase.org

Communications
Lori Thomas

Communications@steeplechase.org

Treasurer
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND A SPECIAL
WORD OF THANKS TO THE “GATE
KEEPERS” OF 2017! There is a dedicated group of facility members who volunteer throughout the year to close
and lock the facility gate each and every night. That’s 365 days of the year!
Doug Benson—George Brodnax—Bill & Sally Campbell—Al Cherpek—Steve Curry—Jose
Gonzalez—Ed Hawkins—Nate Orrico—Klarissa Reese—Lori Thomas—Bill Wagner

Also, a huge thanks to Jeremy Ladd for opening the gate every morning! What
a great way to making a civic contribution.
Like your grandma used to say, “Many hands make light work.” So, if you
would like to be a part of the 2018 Gate Keepers, please send an email to
facility.president@steeplechase.org

STEEPLECHASE PAVILION AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Great for parties, meetings and family gatherings!
The pavilion is available for use by Facility
members in good standing to reserve for a
special event. There is a minimal rental fee,
plus a refundable cleaning deposit to ensure
proper cleanup. For additional information or
to make a reservation, contact Melissa at
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Klarissa Reese
Treasurer@steeplechase.org

Facility Social Director

Vacant Position
Facility.social@steeplechase.org

Swim/Tennis Director

Bill Wagner
Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

Community Social Director
Katherine Colley

Community.Social@steeplechase..org

Secretary
Melissa Zornes
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Operations Director
Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668
Operations@steeplechase.org

Webmaster
Doug Benson

Webmaster@steeplechase.org
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Merry Christmas from your
2017 SRHA Board Members

May your holiday be
merry and bright!
Steve Curry
Ed Hawkins
George Brodnax
Bill Wagner
Nate Orrico
Klarissa Reese
Doug Benson
Katherine Colley
Lori Thomas
Melissa Zornes

guide me. This Board has worked many hours on research,
During the Thanksgiving season we all take a moment to plans of action and implementation in the best interest of
stop and acknowledge the things in our life that we are our community.
thankful for such as our health, families, faith, and friends.
In addition, I would like to express a separate "THANK YOU"
This year I had the opportunity to serve on a Board with to volunteers who stepped up to be responsible for closing
people who really care about our community and the fami- the parking lot gate at 10:00 p.m. for one week every two
lies living here. This concern is not only about the invest- months. Those individuals are: Bill Campbell, Al Cherpek,
ment we all have placed in our house and our property, but Jose Gonzalez, and Jeremy Ladd. The list for everyone who
the environment in which we have chosen to raise our chil- gave their time and talents to work on the projects needing
dren and call our investment home. This Board has worked attention in the Spring prior to opening the new tennis
hard to keep our amenities in good condition and I appreci- courts and the pool is much too long to list but you too are
ate all their help along with the community and facility appreciated.
members showing up at our work sessions so we are able
to maintain our facility, as well as save some money doing Again, thank you all for your support, understanding, and
patience this past year.
the work ourselves.

FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT

Every day you see our children working, playing, and being
respectful of one another. This is something that is taught
by actions of the parents and the community around them.
When you see parents bending over to pick up trash left on
the ground, signing up for work sessions, volunteering to
help with social events, and bringing to the Board's attention when things get broken or may be a safety issue. As all
Board positions are volunteers, we need as many eyes and
ears as possible to be sure all things are working correctly,
our facility is safe for our families and their visitors. What
better way to learn important life lessons.

I am very happy to welcome Jeremy Ladd as the new Facility President. Jeremy is definitely no stranger to the workings of Steeplechase and will be a great asset to the new
Board. Although I will no longer be a member of the
Board, my cell will always be on for any assistance I can provide in the transition to 2018.
My wife Nancy and I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
Ed Hawkins, Facility President
facility.president@steeplechase.org

During my term I have had much support and needed backup from each of the current Board members. Nate Orrico
(and his wife Nancy), who served as Facility President previously for several years, was always available to advise and
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STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
FROM YOUR SWIM AND TENNIS DIRECTOR, BILL WAGNER
Winter ALTA Updates – Mixed Doubles Teams:
The roster deadline for all mixed double and senior mixed double leagues
was Friday October 20, 2017. The winter captains meetings are scheduled
for December 2, 2017 with league play expected to begin around January 7,
2018. Practices have already begun so if you wish to take advantage of the
wonderful fall weather please plan on attending your team practices scheduled each week throughout this fall and the upcoming season.
Anyone still interested in joining the Winter Senior Mixed team should contact Ed Hawkins at edward1401@gmail.com.
Also, anyone still interested in joining the Winter Mixed Doubles team should contact Christy Vallance at christyvallance@bellsouth.net.

Please be reminded that available court times and team scheduling can be viewed
at the Reserve My Court website, go to www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations. This only includes courts 1, 2 and 3 at this time, as court 4 will remain out of
service indefinitely, due to a lack of funds to maintain its court surface.

Swimming Pool Update:
 The swimming pool closed for the winter on September 24, 2017.
 Registration for the youth Steeplestation Stingray swim team will be in March of 2018.

NOTICE FROM STEEPLECHASE EVENTS & TENNIS (SET)
REGARDING THE ANNUAL SPRING CHARITY DOUBLES TOURNAMENT

Leaders & Volunteers Are Needed
If anyone would like to “take over the reins” of running the Tournament and keep the tradition going…
please contact communications@steeplechase.org. A Big Thank You to all the Steeplechase Residents that
have helped with this Tournament, in one way, or another, over the past 8 years!
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Did you see it!?!

You may not have if you don’t spend time at the Steeplechase facility playground. Ed
Hawkins and Bill Wagner recently contributed their time and talents to make some much needed repairs to the
playset. THANK YOU for keeping the kids safe!

Don’t feel left out! There is still a list of community and facility chores that need your attention. Partner up
with one of your neighbor friends and tackle one for the team! Contact Ed Hawkins for further details.
facility.president@steeplechase.org

Recently, we saw that the latch on a gate to courts 1 and 2 was
bent beyond being functional. Maybe Irma’s high winds forced
it out of position, we just can’t be sure. But, you can be sure
that it is fixed now and working well! There was also a problem with the tennis court light switch. Although the switch was
in the “off” position, the lights remained on. Ed and Bill worked
together to identify and resolve the issue. Teamwork!
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THE GARDEN CORNER

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10th
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https://www.esfi.org/resource/top-10-holiday-safety-tips-337
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—young people heading off to military service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic
honors, the list goes on… It would be great to let our neighbors know about these
things. If someone in your family has news to report, please send a short note to communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in the
upcoming month’s edition of The Thorough-Read News.

STEEPLECHASE ON FACEBOOK
SRHA





Visit our neighborhood
website at
steeplechase.org

Post about a lost dog / cat / other
Announce sign ups for sports teams
Selling something? Put it on Facebook
Share pictures from a neighborhood
event.

Steeplechase Neighborhood Women's Group held
its 4th annual Samaritan's Purse Shoebox packing
party at the pavilion on Tuesday evening, November14 . Thanks to the help and generosity of 11
neighborhood women, 2 children, and one gentleman,
we were able to assemble and pack 80 shoeboxes
and provide money for shipping costs for boxes, so
that they can be delivered to children ages 2-14 overseas this Christmas season. In addition, we participated in processing these shoeboxes and many others at
the Samaritan's Purse shoebox processing center in
Suwanee. This is a project that we hope to continue
each year. You can visit www.Samaritanspurse.org to
learn more about Operation Christmas Child.

S T E E P L E C H A S E YO U T H
Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet-sit,
tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood? Did you know
that if you are a Community Member that your child can
advertise for FREE in the newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs community service hours? I can
help with that, too!
Contact the Steeplechase Communications Director for
more information at communications@steeplechase.org

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN THE STEEPLECHASE NEWSLETTER?
Send an email to communications@steeplechase.org
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December is a beautiful time of year! There are so many sights to see and events to participate in.
Steeplechase is in a prime location to take advantage of several surrounding community celebrations.
Of course, our own City of Lawrenceville, but also Duluth, Suwanee, Norcross, and more! Here are just
a few events taking place.
Hometown Christmas Parade
December 8, 7pm—10pm
This year’s parade will feature Santa Claus and his reindeer,
light up community floats, and other fun Christmas activities!
Enjoy the exciting Christmas parade while you sip hot cocoa
and cider!

Infinite Energy Center, 6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth
 The Nutcracker—check website for various dates & times.
 Trans-Siberian Orchestra—December 9
 Let There Be Peace On Earth—Gwinnett Symphony —December 18
https://www.infiniteenergycenter.com/events/full-event-calendar

Jolly Holly Day
December 1, 2017, 6:30pm at Suwanee Town Center Park
Get your jolly on! Ring in the holiday season with festive performances by
local schools, help us light the big tree, and get a photo with Santa himself!
Enjoy free crafts, s’mores, and hot chocolate while supplies last.

Deck the Hall (formerly the Duluth Tree Lighting)
Saturday, December 2nd, 2-7pm, Duluth Town Green
Bring in the holiday spirit in Duluth! Enjoy live music, beautiful decorations, kids’ activities such as inflatables, face painting, games, ornament making, snow playground,
giant snow slide, TREE LIGHTING and more!


SPARKLE! December 1, 5:30pm, A Holiday Celebration that includes

carriage rides, photos with Santa, Christmas Tree lighting, & More!
Holiday Concert, December 1
Historic Tour of Homes, December 2
See their website for additional information.
http://aplacetoimagine.com/
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NEW TO STEEPLECHASE?
If you have recently moved in, or if you know
of new neighbors near you, make sure you get
the Official Steeplechase Welcome!
Connect with the
Welcoming Committee at
welcome@steeplechase.org
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Dates to Remember
December 7
December 12
December 21
December 25
December 31

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Hanukkah Begins At Sundown
Winter Begins
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve

Stay Current With Steeplechase News!
Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! Or go to www.steeplechase.org
DECEMBER 2017 EDITION

