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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
Just as an update of our fiscal status at
this point in the year…we currently (at
the time of this writing), have 253 Community Members and 126 Facility Members. While we are short on our projected membership counts, we are actually
a little over our Facility counts from last
year. This increase in Facility Membership is exciting and I think it’s partly due
to an increase in young families with
children moving into the neighborhood
who want to take advantage of our facilities and social events for their kids. Our
Community Reserve account has a balance of approximately $16,000.00 and
our Facility Reserve account has approximately $23,000.00. The purse strings
are tight as usual, so we as a Board must
keep trying to promote membership. It
gets tiring and I’m sure most of you are

getting tired of hearing about it also, but
please do your part and promote (at
least) Community membership to your
neighbors. Hope everyone is enjoying
your summer, so far. If you were here
for Memorial Day and joined us at the
pool, you know we had a great day despite the crazy on again off again rain
showers. You may have noticed the
new, nice & bright umbrellas at the pool
that were purchased by our Facility
President. Just like everything else at
the pool, please do your part to take
care of things like they are your own.
Please put the umbrellas down when
you leave your table (if no one is taking
your place). We all know how thunderstorms can pop up on any given afternoon in the summer. Many an umbrella
has “bit the dust” from a gust of wind.
Please clean up after yourself and
there is now a broom and dustpan
hanging on the wall to help you clean
up spills around the pool or the deck.
By the time this newsletter comes
out, we will have had our 4th of July
Party and Fireworks on June 30th.
There is something going on, almost
every month, in Steeplechase. Stay in
the know by reading this newsletter,
joining our Facebook Group page
and visiting our newly updated website.
Enjoy your summer!
Stella York
Chairman
chairman@steeplechase.org
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
Greetings!
I hope everyone is having a good beginning to the summer and that all of your vacation plans go splendidly. It’s a great time to get away to see some of this amazing country that we live in.

2018
Steeplechase Board
Chairman
Stella York

Chairman@steeplechase.org

We had a great time with our annual Memorial Day parade and subsequent
“water balloon skirmish”. If you have not had this experience, put it on your calendar for next year, it’s a great time!

Community President

We all live in this great neighborhood and it takes everyone to contribute to its
wellbeing. If you have not joined the Community with a $100 contribution, please
take a minute and make that happen. We need everyone’s contribution here. It
takes care of the entrances we all use, please do your part, you picked this community for a certain reason, help us keep it looking great!

Community Social Director

I would like to challenge you to learn who your neighbors are. It’s a great way to
be involved in this community that you are calling home, and you just might meet
some really nice people that will pick up your mail when your gone, help you with
your lawn or just have someone to talk with.

Facility.president@steeplechase.org

Enjoy your summer!
Scot Sherwin
Proud to be your Community President
community.president@steeplechase.org

Scot Sherwin

Community.president@steeplechase.org

Katherine Colley

Community.Social@steeplechase..org

Facility President
Jeremy Ladd

Facility Social Director

Mary Gonzalez
Facility.social@steeplechase.org

Swim/Tennis Director

Bill Wagner
Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

Operations Director
Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668

STREET PARKING—

Operations@steeplechase.org

EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS

Treasurer

Recently there was a medical emergency at a house in Steeplechase located in
a cul-de-sac where the ambulance and
fire truck were delayed in exiting with
the patient due to vehicles parked in an
inappropriate (illegal?) manner in the
street.

Secretary

 Homeowners are reminded that parking in all cul-de-sacs should always be par-








allel to the curb. Please be sure your vehicle does not block access to a driveway, fire hydrant, or emergency vehicle service.
The driver of a vehicle shall not park their vehicle on a roadway other than parallel with the edge of the roadway, headed in the direction of the flow of
traffic, and with the curbside wheels within 12 inches of the curb or edge of the
roadway.
Also, double parking is not allowed in Georgia. This is the term used for parking
on the street side of any vehicle that’s stopped or parked at a curb. In addition,
you are not allowed to park on the sidewalk or within an intersection.
You cannot park within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or within 20 feet of a crosswalk.
You cannot park within 30 feet of a stop sign, traffic light, or flashing signal.

Klarissa Reese
Treasurer@steeplechase.org
Melissa Zornes
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Communications
Lori Thomas

Communications@steeplechase.org

Webmaster
Doug Benson
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT
Happy July Residents!!!
I hope everyone enjoyed our early Independence Day celebration and fireworks!!! I don't think
any other neighborhood can do it like we do!
It was brought to my attention just recently that there are some common misunderstandings
when it comes to facility memberships. I would like to try and clarify that briefly.






If you own a property in the neighborhood, you are NOT automatically a member of the facility. You have to pay the $475 annual dues to be a facility member.
If you are a facility member, you cannot use you membership to invite guest that are Steeplechase residents. If they live in the neighborhood, they have to pay dues to use the facility
just like you.
If you are a facility member that does invite a guest that does not live in the neighborhood,
please deposit $1 per guest in the mail slot on the pump house.

Thank you for letting me take the time to clear that up. If you have any questions, or have a
neighbor that is interested in joining, you can review the by-laws and join at the website www.steeplechase.org
As many of you have figured out, there is a large crack in the bottom of our pool. It is going to be
an expensive fix in the near future. We have used some putty to cover the sharp edges and patch
another small area. It does not currently seem to be leaking, but that could change down the
road.
We have made a couple of small improvements on the grounds last month. Thank you to Zebra
Parking Lot Solutions for re-striping our parking lot. We also purchased some new umbrellas.
Let's all try to keep them looking good by remembering to close them up before you leave the
pool area.
There are still a couple of projects that I would like to get finished that we need some volunteers
for, so please email me facility.president@steeplechase.org, or call/text me at 770-833-2722.
Jeremy Ladd
Facility President
facility.president@steeplechase.org
770-833-2722

Sending out a B I G T H A N K Y O U to Scot Sherwin, Glen
Cochran and Kevin Tippet. These three guys donated their

time and muscle power to cut down and remove several large
tree branches that were hanging over the street on Furlong
Run. Now all high-profile trucks (including waste management)
will have the required 14’ unobstructed clearance required to
drive down the street. Scott also cut back low hanging branches
at the Starter Gate entrance. These are the kind acts of your
neighbors that help keep Steeplechase safe and looking good!
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Once again, Steeplechase showed it’s patriotism with fashion, flare, and fireworks! Below is just a
sneak-peak of pictures at the celebration—we’ll feature lots more in the August newsletter. BUT, we
can’t pass up this chance to say
to everyone who contributed to making this event
so much fun!!! That includes YOU for bringing a dish to share, grilling hamburgers and hot dogs (Ho t
Buns—LOL!), and more! Thanks to Mary Gonzalez and Jeremy Ladd for keeping the pool party rockin’ with music and games. AND special thanks to Nate Orrico and his team for setting off the fireworks—WOW!!!

That’s right—a BIG THANK YOU to our
corporate sponsors! We appreciate your
contribution to making the fireworks
show a

a

WILL YOU DO US A FAVOR??? We would like
to hear your comments about the fun-filled celebration at the pool and fireworks show. Send them
to me at communications@steeplechae.org. We
might include it in the next newsletter!
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FROM YOUR FACILITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR
It has been a fun summer so far and there is more to come! The next upcoming events are the Adult Close the Pool Party
and the Fall Festival. We will NOT be having a Halloween Party this year but will hold a Fall Festival for families.

SEPTEMBER 22 - ADULT CLOSE THE POOL PARTY (Facility members only) from 7-10pm
- Steeplechase Dance Party theme
- live entertainment
- wear your best party outfit
- swimming is an option
- bring your adult beverage of choice
- bring a dish to share
- main course will be provided
- reservations required to facility.social@steeplechase.org
We will be doing a CANNED FOOD DRIVE benefiting the Quinn House during the Adult Close the Pool Party.
The Quinn House is a Christian Ministry in Lawrenceville that many of you are familiar with through the SET
organization and the annual charity doubles tennis tournaments held here in the past. Sadly, Gene Brinkley,
their former director, died recently. SET and Gene worked together for eight years. Please refer to their website
for their current needs and bring them the night of the party. http://www.thequinnhouse.com

NOVEMBER 3RD - FALL FESTIVAL (Facility members only) 5-8pm
- Games for the kids
- Bounce House
- Tennis
- Bonfire with S'mores and hotdogs
- Prizes for the best Halloween costume

Mary Gonzalez
Facility Social Director
facility.social@steeplechase.org
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STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
Swimming Pool Update:
The Steeplechase swimming pool is in full summer “FUN” mode
now. Please obey all pool rules for your safety, including...
 No glass containers inside the fenced pool/pavilion area.
 Especially note that the pool closes promptly at 10:00PM
every night.
 Please be sure to collect all of your belongings and trash and to reposition all pool furniture, as you exit the pool area.
 Steeplechase does not provide lifeguards during the pool season and anyone 14 or
younger must be accompanied by an adult.
 This area is under constant 24-hour surveillance.
Please consult the Steeplechase website, steeplechase.org, for a complete list of all our
pool rules, health, safety, and code of conduct requirements.
F R I D AY M I X E D T E N N I S S O C I A L S :
This is a great opportunity for anyone who may be a seasoned player or new to tennis to come down and play some
casual, friendly, and informal tennis. Please plan to come and
catchup with your neighbors, friends, and other tennis players. Bring an appetizer to share, your beverages, tennis rackets and your tennis spirit. Play will start every Friday evening
during the summer at 7:00 pm and run until 10:00 pm, so
come down early to get warmed up. We will be hosting a
$10/person 50/50 raffle split, so make sure you bring your
luck to win some cash. The remaining funds will be used to support other tennis needs
above and beyond what the neighborhood tennis budget can support. Direct any questions or suggestions by email to swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

Fall ALTA Updates – Ladies and Men’s Teams:
We are currently aware of possibly three ALTA teams forming this Fall
Season; women’s (B&C), and men’s (C). Interested Steeplechase players should contact me if you are wishing to get on a team. All Fall captains please forward your assigned playing level (A,B, or C), rosters,
preferred practice days, and match schedules to Bill Wagner for coordinating purposes; swim.tennis@steeplechase.org. Early notification
will allow me the opportunity to meet your team captain’s requests for
preferred practice days and other scheduling needs.
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SWIM & TENNIS continued

Available court times and team scheduling can be viewed at the Reserve
My Court website. Go to www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations.
This only includes courts 1, 2 and 3 at this time, as court 4 will remain out
of service indefinitely, due to a lack of funds to maintain its court surface

Swim Team – Steeplestation Stingrays:
Congratulations to our swim team for sitting at 3-0 so far this season with three more
meets to come before County!!! We pride ourselves on our swimmer’s amazing sportsmanship that
Head Coach Danielle Chaney, Assistant Coach Alex Lessley, Junior Coaches (Jenna Lister, Cassidy Richards, Nicholas Kruegler, and Katie Nguyen) and Team Captains instill in them. We have the best parent volunteers in the
County who endure long hours in the heat to give 8 weeks of summer swim team experiences to our kids. Thank
you to all of our wonderful coaches, swimmers, and parents for representing Steeplechase so proudly!
We would also like to thank the entire swim team community for their “Annual” support and contributions to
the “Village of Hope” support services program located in Lawrenceville, GA. This community service effort carried out by the swim team and their parents donated about four car loads of non-perishable foods, which will
provide much needed assistance to the Village of Hope’s ongoing area summer lunch assistance program.
Thank you again for a job well done.
As always, Steeplestation will be proud to take our fastest swimmers to the Gwinnett County Championships
this year which will be held on July 14-15 at GA Tech's '96 Olympic pool. To qualify they have to be in the top 50
in any individual stroke within their age group. We are also allowed to take our fastest free and medley relays in
each age group. We wish them the very best of luck! We will update you in August with their results.

July 3, 5, 9, 10, 11 & 12 – Projected County prep practice days.
Projected County prep practice times as follows:
13/14 & 15/18
8:00 to 9:15 am
9/10 & 11/12
9:15 to 10:15 am
7/8 & 6 and under 10:15 to 11:00 am
July 14-15th - AWAY - County Championships at Ga Tech
Tracy Murdock as Primary League Rep, tracymurdock@bellsouth.net. Please contact Tracy if you have any questions.
Bill Wagner
Swim & Tennis Director
swim.tennis@steeplechase.org
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FROM YOUR COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR

HEY KIDS! Please join us on….

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5TH AT 2PM AT THE POOL PAVILION
FOR OUR ANNUAL STEEPLECHASE

BACK-TO-SCHOOL ICE CREAM SOCIAL
All community school age children are invited to this event.
Grab a bowl of ice cream and load up with your favorite toppings.
This is a great time to enjoy the final days of summer with your
friends and neighbors before school starts!

Also- Thank you to all who participated this year in our annual Memorial
Day parade, and a special thanks to our local fire department for bringing
their awesome truck to the parade and staying for pictures after our water balloon fight. I will be taking something to them as a thank you and
we also encourage our community to send a nice thank you note or maybe a treat for their service. Gwinnett County Fire Station 21 is located at
420 Old Peachtree Road if you would like to drop by and take them
something.
We hope you are enjoying a fun and safe summer. Please contact me for volunteer opportunities or suggestions!
Katherine Colley
Community Social Director
community.social@steeplechase.org
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2nd ANNUAL STEEPLECHASE
ARTS - CRAFTS FESTIVAL
AND CHILI COOKOFF
WHEN:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13TH, 11:00 TO 5:00 pm

WHERE:

STEEPLECHASE FACILITY PAVILLION/POOL

WHO:

OPEN TO ALL STEEPLECHASE RESIDENTS, FRIENDS,
& NEIGHBORS

Please plan to attend Steeplechase’s 2nd Annual Arts-Crafts-Chili Cookoff, and help build on last year’s success. Come out and support your
neighbors who will be exhibiting their talents in the form of arts, crafts,
treasures, collectibles, jewelry, housewares, baked goods, etc. Please reserve your table(s) early for a nominal fee of $5.00, early registration is
encouraged as we only have a limited number of spaces available.
In addition, we will be judging the best chili in Gwinnett County, so for a
$2 donation to SRHA, you can sample and help us pick the best chili ever! A $5.00 registration fee is required to reserve your spot in the chili
competition. We plan to limit the number of participants to (ten) so
please register early if you are interested. Music will be provided and
BBQ sandwiches ($5), snacks ($1), water and soft drinks ($1), will be also
be available.
To register please contact Bill Wagner at swim.tennis@steeplechase.org,
or should you have any questions. All proceeds will go to supporting
swimming pool and tennis court repairs.
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THE GARDEN CORNER

DID YOU
KNOW…?
Any tree hanging over a street
must be trimmed
to a minimum of

14

feet from the

top of the curb
for proper vehi-

Starting this month, we
are going to capture the
YARD OF THE MONTH
with a picture!
It
seemed only fitting that
we would include pictures of the May and
June winners, too. (May
was the first YOM this year.)

We hope you enjoy seeing well-tended Steeplechase landscapes as
much as we do, and then
do a drive-by to see
what the pictures may
not have captured.
JULY YARD OF THE MONTH
Enjoy!
Bryan & Nickie Schroeder
You must be a Community Member
1051 Steeple Run
to be eligible for Yard of the Month.

cle clearance.

MAY Yard of the Month
Paul King & Virgilio Ortega
2175 Sandown Court

JUNE Yard of the Month
Dennis Scott
1177 Camden Hunt Drive
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The Garden Corner continued

I encourage you to look at “gardening” on a much larger scale—like farming! McDaniel Farm Park is a gem of a
place in Gwinnett County, located off Old Norcross Rd near Satellite Blvd, 3251 McDaniel Rd, Duluth, GA 30096.
Read the article below, compliments of News for Neighborhoods, May 23, 2018, for additional information and
history of the property. Grab the kids, your spouse, or a friend and go explore this unique park. You might want to
pack a picnic and celebrate Teddy Bears’ Picnic Day on July 10!!!
Gwinnett County Bicentennial Moment - McDaniel Farm
McDaniel Farm Park is a 134-acre tract of farmland that reflects 1930s agrarian life in Gwinnett. It offers historic
farm buildings as well as a patchwork of forest, pasture, and cultivated fields.
The farm buildings include a late 19th century farmhouse, an early 20th century barn, a sharecropper's cabin, a carriage house, and several other outbuildings. The land is relatively unchanged since the 1820 land lottery. In 1859,
Eli McDaniel bought it for $450.
The farm was handed through generations, and was part of the early-1900s cotton boom until the boll weevil decimated the industry just before the 1920s. The McDaniels worked with tenant families until World War II. While new
technology eliminated tenant farming, McDaniel Farm remained a working farm through 1999, even as urban and
suburban development sprang up on all sides.
The County acquired the land, located near Duluth, for a park in 2000. The property now has a farm-themed playground, a dog park, a pavilion, trails, and other facilities. Tours are available, and it is the location for several
events.
For more historical information, visit the Gwinnett Historical Society page at www.gwinnetths.org.
Visit www.gwinnett200.com for more on the events celebrating the county's bicentennial.

TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC DAY—JULY 10
If you have kids in your life, take them out with their teddy bears for
a picnic!
Celebrated mainly in the United States, Canada, Australia, and in
some parts of Europe, the origins of this unofficial holiday are unknown. It is also unclear what the holiday aims to achieve. It could
be that the anonymous creators of the holiday wanted parents to
encourage creativity among their children by taking them out for a
whimsical picnic in the outdoors with their teddy bears and other
stuffed toys.
Did you know that this popular stuffed
toy was named after American
President Theodore Roosevelt, Jr?

The holiday owes its name to a song of the same name by American
composer John Walter Bratton and Irish lyricist Jimmy Kennedy.
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/teddy-bears-picnic-day

GWINNETT COUNTY CONNECTION—May 2018
Burn ban in Gwinnett through September 30
The state Environmental Protection Division is imposing a burn ban for metro Atlanta that includes
Gwinnett County from May 1 through September 30. In the summer, outdoor burning causes ozone in
the air to reach unhealthy levels. All types of outdoor or open burning are prohibited, including burning
trees, limbs, and yard waste, as well as the use of air curtain destructors. Contact your solid waste hauler about taking away yard waste. For more information, call 678-518-4980 or visit
www.gwinnettfiremarshal.com
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—young people heading off to military service, scholarships
awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic honors, plans after graduation, the list goes on. It would be great to let our neighbors know about these things. If someone in your family has news to report, please send a short note to communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in the upcoming month’s edition of The ThoroughRead News.

High School and College Graduates!
We would love to hear about your
plans for the future. Are you going to
college? Jumping into a new profession? Taking time to travel?
Share your plans to be included in
next month’s newsletter by emailing
communications@steeplechase.org

NEW TO
STEEPLECHASE?
If you have recently moved in, or
if you know of new neighbors
near you, make sure you get the
Official Steeplechase Welcome!
Connect with the
Welcoming Committee at
welcome@steeplechase.org

PAVILION
FOR RENT
Great for parties,
meetings & family
gatherings!
The pavilion is available for
use by Facility members in
good standing to reserve for
a special event. There is a
minimal rental fee, plus a
refundable cleaning deposit
to ensure proper cleanup.
For additional information or
to make a reservation, contact Melissa at Secretary@steeplechase.org

S T E E P L E C H A S E YO U T H
R E L AX T H I S S U M M E R
My name is Gideon Reese
and I am 14yrs old. I am
interested in cutting lawns
or doing general yard
work this year.
If you are in need of affordable yard
care, please call me at 470-728-8822.
PARENTS! Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet-sit, tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood? Did you know that if you are a Community Member that your child can advertise for FREE in the
newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs community service hours? I can help with that,
too! Contact the Steeplechase Communications Director for more information at communications@steeplechase.org
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We would like to extend our thanks to
Michael Downs, owner of Express Copy
Print & Ship. Michael oversees the
printing of our newsletter in January,
February, and March each year at a favorable rate and in a timely manner. Express has been our “go to” shop for
more years than I can recall. If you are
in need of any of the services listed,
please consider EXPRESS COPY PRINT
& SHIP. And let them know that you live
in Steeplechase.
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LAWRENCEVILLE AND BUFORD CELEBRATIONS
Prelude to the 4th and Gwinnett Bicentennial Celebration
July 3 from 4:00pm to 9:00pm
Lawrenceville Lawn
147 Luckie Street, Lawrenceville
The event will feature food trucks, beer and wine from McCray's Tavern, live music, and a professional fireworks display at dusk.
The Mall of Georgia's 16th Annual Star-Spangled Fourth
July 4 from 5:00pm
The Mall of Georgia
3333 Buford Drive, Buford
Fun activities for the entire family including a concert, children's rides, inflatables, live music, bicentennial activities, food and beverage concessions, and the largest fireworks display in the county. Pre-fireworks entertainment begins at 4:00pm, followed by fireworks at 9:35pm. After the fireworks show, stick around to watch a
free movie "Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle" rated PG-13.

Dates to Remember
August 5
September 22
October 5-6
October 13
November 3

Back-to-School Ice Cream Social (C)
Adult Close the Pool Party (F)
Community Fall Yard Sale (C)
Fall Arts & Crafts /Chili Cook-off (C)
Fall Festival (F)

Stay Current With Steeplechase News!
Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! Or go to www.steeplechase.org
JULY 2018 EDITION

