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THE THOROUGH-READ NEWS 
 Issue 5, Volume 17, May 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN 
 

There are several topics to discuss this month. First is a recap of our Gen-
eral Membership meeting, held March 31. The membership approved the 
2017-2018 Association operating budget, posted on our website. Actual 
expenses through February 28, 2017 (the end of last budget year) were pre-
sented. These numbers are also posted on the website. Accomplishments 
for the past year were discussed. 
 

Highlights include: 
   -Renovation of Starter Gate entry walls 

 -Replacement of tennis courts 1 & 2 
 -Resurfacing of tennis court 3 
 -Correction of drainage problems above courts 1 & 2 
 -Repair of large sink hole behind the equipment storage shed 
 -Replacement of restroom floors 
 

Plans for future work was also discussed: 
 -Complete Sever Road/Steeple Run entry wall renovation 
 -Drainage control at court 3 
 -Continue restroom renovation 
 -Pavilion renovation 
 -Landscaping and drainage control above courts 1 & 2  
  observation area 
 -Pond maintenance and repairs 
 -Court 4 repairs 

 

A perennial discussion topic of course is how to support all of this im-
portant work. As I have noted before, it is CRITICAL that our neighborhood 
amenities—entrances, common areas, swim and tennis facilities—be kept 
safe, attractive, and in good condition. This is important because we as cur-
rent residents deserve to enjoy living in a positive, family friendly environ-
ment, whether we enjoy a morning or afternoon walk, a fun game of ten-
nis, or a refreshing swim in the pool. It is also important because our prop-
erty values are directly connected to the condition of our amenities. (Many 
homes for sale in Steeplechase routinely include photographs of our en-
trances and our swim/tennis facilities in their marketing presentations.) The 
way we paid for the work done in the past, and the way we will pay for the 
work still to be done, is through your membership dues. 
 

As of this writing, we have 25 fewer facility members than we had last year. 
That is a deficit of $9,375. We have 20 fewer community members than we 
had last year. That is a deficit of $2,000. 

Continued on Page 2 
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2017 

Steeplechase Board 
 

Chairman 

Steve Curry (770) 962-5699 
Chairman@steeplechase.org 
 
Facility President 

Ed Hawkins 
Facility.president@steeplechase.org 
 
Community President 

George Brodnax  
Community.president@steeplechase.org 
 
Communications 

Lori Thomas 
Communications@steeplechase.org 
 
Treasurer 

Klarissa  Reese 

Treasurer@steeplechase.org 
 
Facility Social Director 

Vacant Position 
Facility.social@steeplechase.org 
 
Swim/Tennis Director 

Bill Wagner 
Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org 
 
Community Social Director 

Katherine Colley  
Community.Social@steeplechase..org 
 
Secretary 

Melissa Zornes 
Secretary@steeplechase.org 
 
Operations Director 

Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668 
Operations@steeplechase.org 
 
Webmaster 
Doug Benson 
Webmaster@steeplechase.org 

FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT   
 

First, I would like to thank all those who showed up to help out with the Com-
munity Workday this past Saturday. These people worked hard and accom-
plished a lot to keep Steeplechase looking good! However, there are still a few 
things that need to be done, so if you have some free time in the next couple 
weeks, please contact Ed Hawkins or myself to see what you can do. 
 

Regarding the Graduation Banner, I have received many names for kids gradu-
ating from high school and college. I’m getting ready to send the list to have the 
banners made, so if you haven’t sent me your graduate’s name, you need to do 
it right away! The last day that I can accept names/schools to be included on the 
banner is Wednesday, May 3. I currently have about 23 names. The cost per 
name is $20.00, to help cover the cost of all three banners. If you haven’t al-
ready sent a check, please make it out to SRHA and put it in the neighborhood 
mailbox at the entrance to the facility. 
 

There have been a lot of houses for sale in Steeplechase over the last couple 
months. First, I hate to see people leave the neighborhood, but I understand our 
lives change and circumstances necessitate us to relocate. But, we should all be 
happy that the houses rarely stay on the market for more than a week or two! 
Steeplechase is a very popular place to live. As I’ve mentioned before, this is a 
good time to get out and introduce yourselves to the new residents. Let them 
know you’re glad they are here and make them feel welcome! 
 

Enjoy the Spring! 
 

George Brodnax  
Community President 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE continued from page 1 
 

When we constructed the budget for the coming year, your Board was optimis-
tic. We projected 135 facility members and 260 community members. So, our 
deficit from projections as of this writing is $15,000 in the facility budget and 
$4,000 in the community budget.  
 

Without membership support, the areas that many of us take for granted can 
not be maintained. I will tell you that right now, homes in Steeplechase are sell-
ing quickly for good prices. We hear that this is in large part because it is a very 
attractive place, with wonderful neighbors. We must keep this the case. As I 
have said before, a community membership is twenty-eight cents a day. A facili-
ty membership is another dollar and three cents. 
 

Where else can you build your future for a buck-thirty a day? 
 

We had a wonderful Easter egg hunt April 8. Thanks to Katherine Colley for or-
ganizing the event, and thanks to Diana Crawford for helping us get the Bouncy 
House off the ground with her generator! Everyone had a great time. 
 

Many thanks to the folks who turned out for the workday April 22. We had a lot 
of fun, got a lot done, and still had a wonderful Saturday afternoon to spend 
with friends and family, or to mow our own yards and then sit on the deck and 
enjoy the sunset. 
 

Thanks for all you do for the neighborhood. 
 

Best Regards, 
Steve Curry, Chairman 
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT 

EASTER PARTY FUN TIME 
A big thanks to Katherine Colley (and hubby Torrey) for a fun day on April 8th at our annual Easter Party.  It seems that the 
kids were busy finding 300 stuffed eggs, coloring, playing pin-the-cotton-tail-on- the-bunny, musical chairs and the inflatable 
jumpy.  Parents were visiting with one another and watching all the excitement of who would find the special "gold egg" for 
each age group. The two winners were:  Blake Butera (age 2), and Hannah Sakaris.  Be on the lookout in the volley ball area, 
one "gold egg" is still hidden! Many families were still on Spring Break and missed this year, however, we had participation 
from members of the Croly, Colley, Ladd, Trinite, Butera, Gonzalez, Sakaris, and Crawford families. 
 
We would like to give a special thanks to Diana Crawford.  Due to a misunderstanding with the owner of the jumpy, he did 
not have adequate electrical cords for a power source.  No problem, while the kids were hunting for the eggs, Diana went 
home, packed her generator, and back with the power we needed to inflate the jumpy for some major jumping.   
If you have an occasion to need a jumpy, please contact our neighbor, Diana Crawford. 
 
WORKDAY, APRIL 22nd  
Anyone who was unable to make the Workday on the 22nd, please check the board in the hallway for tasks remaining. Facili-
ty membership is not all about our new tennis courts, we want to show our neighborhood activities everyone in a family can 
enjoy:  picnic tables, viewing pavilion to pool activities and just visiting with friends, the pond, playground, volleyball court, 
fire pit, and reserving the pavilion for parties and family gatherings.  
 
Thanks to everyone whether on the 22nd or a time at their convenience for the work they contribute towards our Spring 
cleaning.   
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR GATE ASSIGNMENTS 
Again thanks to the following who have volunteered to take responsibility for locking the driveway gate at 10:00pm each 
night for an scheduled week:  Jose Gonzalez, Nate Orrico, Steve Curry, George Brodnax, Bill Wagner, Bill Campbell, and Jere-
my Ladd who unlocks the gate every morning. If you are a Facility member and would like to volunteer for a week, please 
contact me with your name, cell number, and the Sunday through Saturday that works with your schedule. 
 
A little by everyone, makes a lot by all.  Together we can make our community the best! 
 
Ed Hawkins, Facility President 
facility.president@steeplechase.org 
edward1401@gmail.com   

Death leaves a heartache 
no one can heal,  
love leaves a memory 
no one can steal.  
       - -  An Irish headstone  

We are a family of neighbors that have experienced the loss of two 
of our family members - Wendy and Randall Bjorge.  Our hope is 
that soon each of us will be able to laugh and talk of the fond 
memories we shared over the years with this couple. 
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UPDATE 

Thanks to everyone who turned out to help  

with spring cleaning on April 22!   

And, “Thank you!” to those of you who completed or plan to  

complete a project on a day that works with your schedule.  

And, “Thank you!” to those of you who continually clean,  

build, reorganize, plan, monitor, and MORE!   

Whew! That’s a lot of THANKS!   

YOU ARE APPRECIATED! 
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Memorial Day Party  
 

Please join us to celebrate Memorial Day with our  

Steeplechase family!  

May 29, 2017, at 12:30pm  
In order for us to plan food and activities,  

we will need a head count of all participants. 

 

Please email your RSVP (name & how many family members 
attending) no later than May 19 to  

communications@steeplechase.com.   

We need this in order to purchase food!  
 

Please understand that if we don’t have your RSVP by the deadline, you will 

not be allowed to participate. Since the facility will be providing the meat, 

paper goods and condiments, we ask that the neighbors provide the sides 

and desserts.  
 

For those families with the last names  

A-M you will be responsible for desserts,  

and for those families with the last name  

N-Z you will be responsible for side dishes.  

Everyone brings their own beverages.  

Remember…NO GLASS containers.  

 

We will be having lots of games, music and prizes.  

If you would like to volunteer to help set up  

or cook, please let me know.  
 

We hope to see you there!  

mailto:communications@steeplechase.com
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Spring/Summer ALTA Updates – Ladies and Men’s Teams: 
The Spring ALTA season should have wrapped up on April 30th and 
good luck to any of our teams who make it to the playoffs and contin-
ue their seasons!!   I am currently aware of possibly three summer 
ALTA teams forming this summer; senior women’s, senior men’s and a 
mixed doubles teams.  Interested Steeplechase players should contact 
me if you are wishing to get on a team. All summer captains please 
forward your assigned playing level (A,B, or C), rosters, preferred prac-
tice days, and match schedules to Bill Wagner for coordinating pur-
poses; swim.tennis@steeplechase.org    

 
Please be reminded that available court times and team scheduling can be viewed 
at the Reserve My Court website, go to www.reservemycourt.com to make reser-
vations. This only includes courts 1, 2 and 3 at this time, as court 4 will remain out 
of service indefinitely, due to a lack of funds to maintain its court surface.  Court 3 
has recently been re-opened for both tennis and now “Pickleball”.  Pickleball is 

played with solid wooden paddles and a plastic ball.  The court area is dramatically reduced from that of the 
traditional tennis court dimensions. If you are interested in finding out more on how this game is played please 
contact Bill Wagner to see if we can schedule a live demonstration for all interested parties.    
 
We do accept non-residents to join our Facility (~$475/year), or to be on a tennis team for $35 per season, in 
addition to paying their yearly $25 ALTA dues. Non-residents of Steeplechase or Jefferson Station also have to 
pay an outsider fee and a registration fee that covers the Gwinnett County Swim League fees. Please remem-
ber that the condition of the courts, the pool, and the rest of the facility grounds directly affect your home val-
ues whether or not you play tennis or swim. 
 
8th Annual Friends Love Tennis Tournament; Benefiting The Quinn House 
This year’s Steeplechase tennis tournament is scheduled 
for May 18th through the 21st and is sponsored by Stee-
plechase Events & Tennis (SET).  This remains one of the 
highlight events of the year for our Community and we 
strongly encourage everyone to grab a partner, play a 
little tennis, benefit a good cause, and plan on having lots 
of fun in the process.  Further details on this event can be found on page 8 in this newsletter.  
 
 

Swimming Pool Update 
The Steeplechase swimming pool is scheduled to open Saturday May 6th.  Please 
obey all pool rules for your safety, including no glass containers inside the fenced 
pool/pavilion area.  Steeplechase does not provide lifeguards during the pool sea-
son and anyone 14 or younger must be accompanied by an adult.  This area is un-
der constant 24 hour surveillance. Please consult the Steeplechase website; stee-
plechase.org for a complete list of all our pool rules, health, safety, and code of 
conduct requirements. 
 
 

FROM YOUR SWIM AND TENNIS DIRECTOR   

mailto:swim.tennis@steeplechase.org
http://www.reservemycourt.com
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Swim Team – Steeplestation Stingrays: 
Practices will begin after school on May 8th and this year’s practice meet is scheduled for Thursday, May 25th. 
The season runs through the month of June. Below is the practice schedule for the season. Please know that 
during home meets, the pool closes to the rest of the neighborhood from 4-10 pm. There are over 600+ people 
at home meets, so parking becomes a challenge.  Please restrict any on street parking to only one side of the 
streets.  Further details, swim meet schedules, and online forms can be accessed on the Steeplestation swim 
website at http:// www.steeplestation.swim-team.us/  
 

2017 PRACTICE SCHEDULE 
AFTER SCHOOL PRACTICES - MAY 8 TO MAY 24, 2017 - MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
 

Monday - Thursday... 
3:00-4:30 PM – 13/14 and 15 & up (swim from 3:00-4 PM /dry land from 4-4:30 PM, make sure to bring shoes) 
4:00-4:25 PM – 6 & under 
4:30-5:00 PM – 8 & under 
5:00 - 5:40 PM – 9 & 10 
5:45-6:30 PM – 11 & 12 as well as any middle school students who could not attend the earlier practice 
 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 (All practices at Steeple Chase)   Practice meet tonight! 
8:00 - 8:45 -- 13 and up 
8:45 - 9:30 -- 9 - 12 
9:30 - 10:00 -- 8 and under  
 
MORNING SUMMER PRACTICES STARTING MAY 30, 2017 (May 29th is Memorial Day) - MONDAY THROUGH 
FRIDAY 
 

Monday-Wednesdays... 
8:00-9:15 - 11 & 12 @ Steeple Chase (Blue Group) 
8:00-9:30 - 15-18 @ Jefferson Station 
9:15-10:15 - 9 & 10 @ Steeple Chase (Red Group) 
9:30-11:00 - 13 & 14 @ Jefferson Station 
10:15-11:00 - 7 & 8 @ Steeple Chase 
11:00-11:30 - 6 & U @ Steeple Chase 
 
Thursdays... 
8:30-9:30 - 13 & UP @ Steeple Chase 
8:30-9:30 - 9 & 10, 11 & 12 @ Jefferson Station 
9:30-10:15 - 6 & U, 7 & 8 @ Jefferson Station 
 
Fridays... 
9:00-11:00 Fun Friday (Details TBD) 
 
Tracy Murdock as Primary League Rep, tracymurdock@bellsouth.net.  Please contact Tracy if you have any 
questions.  
 
Bill Wagner 
Swim & Tennis Director 

mailto:tracymurdock@bellsouth.net
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
We have our semi-annual Community Garage Sale May 5th and 6th, 8am—2pm. Time to get rid of 
things you no longer want and get a head start on your spring cleaning.  Be sure to drop your $5 
payment in our community mailbox with your name and address. Each participant will receive a 
balloon for your mailbox and signs that will help people find their way to your home and maximize 
shoppers at your sale. 
 

Steeplechase's Annual Memorial Day Parade on May 29th at 10:00 am. Like many years 
before, you may drive in the parade with your family. Please have your patriotically deco-
rated car, truck, trailer or motorcycle at the Dean Road entrance by 9:45 am. Fire station 21 
will have a firetruck join us for the fun. Spectators, be sure to grab a spot to watch the fun, 
wave flags, and take pictures.  The parade will end at our facility headquarters where you 
can take pictures with the firetruck. 
 
Thank you all for coming out for our Easter celebration and egg hunt! 
The musical chairs and egg hunts were as precious as could be. The bouncy house was a big hit. Special thanks to 
Diana Crawford for letting us borrow her generator! Many thanks to Ed and Nancy Hawkins for all of the help deco-
rating and the many people that volunteered their time and love to help make it so fun and special. I could not have 
done this without all of you.  

We are going to have so much fun this year. Haven't joined yet? It's not too late! Please drop your payment in our 
facility mailbox or go online to Steeplechase Resident Homeowners Association and go to the payments tab http://
www.steeplechase.org/payment.html 
 
Keep on top of all activities. Please visit our HOA webpage for updates, calendars and newsletters. Thanks to our 
very own Doug Benson, you can now join our NEW Facebook page.  
 
If you have any questions, suggestions, or just want to help, please send me an email.  
I look forward to seeing all soon. 
 
Katherine Colley 
Community Social Director 

http://www.steeplechase.org/
http://www.steeplechase.org/payment.html
http://www.steeplechase.org/payment.html
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          GARDEN CLUB  
Tips and advice on garden 
care in May: 
First a little history about 
May – May is named for 
the Roman goddess Maia, 
who oversaw the growth 
of plants. And on May 
Day (May 1) we should 
mark the return of spring 
by bringing in branches of 

flowering shrubs.  And here in the south, it would 
be knockout roses or rhododendron. In other re-
gions the branches would be more scented lilacs or 
forsythia. 
 
Now is the time to get those annuals planted as well 
as containers and hanging baskets. Before you plant 
in containers from last year, make sure you’ve 
cleaned them well.  Then lay gravel in the bottom 
for drainage about an inch and fill it to about three 
quarters full of new potting compost. Water the 
plants and then tip them out of their pots planting 
them as close as possible so the container will look 
stunning from the beginning.  Once you get the 
plants in place, fill around them with more potting 
compost.  Allow a few inches from the top of the 
container to allow for watering.  Water thoroughly 
and remember plants dry out more in containers 
than in the ground.  The compost will have enough 

nutrients to last about a month and after that you 
will need to give the plants a feed every week or 
two. 
 
The following suggestions are plants that require full 
sun and are all heat tolerant: 

 Pentas will attract bees and hummingbirds due to 
the nectar. 

 Lantanas love the sun and will bloom from spring 
to fall.  

 Chapel Hill and Miss Huff are both perennials that 
will return next year. 

 Hibiscus are very low maintenance and are great 
in containers and will bloom all summer. 

 Verbena needs sun as well as a well-drained soil. 
 Mandevilla is an annual climber that blooms all 

summer. 
 
Despite the recent rainfall, our county remains in the 
level 2 drought response where even-numbered ad-
dresses (ending number) can water on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays before 10am and after 4pm. Odd-
numbered addresses can water on Thursdays and Sun-
days before 10am and after 4pm. 
 
Lastly, if you have any gardening questions, you can 
always call the UGA Extension Office at 678.377.4011 
or www.ugaextension.org/gwinnett. 
 

Happy Gardening! 

With the strong winds and rain we’ve had in 
the last month, it seems that we're  all play-
ing the “pick-up-sticks” game from our child-
hood! Gathering up the sticks is a great 
start...but, don’t stop there! Dispose of them 
properly. Did you know that for a small an-
nual fee, your waste management team 
(trash pickup) will haul away your yard trash?  Contact their office for details: 
Advanced Disposal 678-684-1493 or visit them at www.AdvancedDisposal.com 

http://www.ugaextension.org/gwinnett
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—young people 
heading off to military service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, aca-
demic honors, the list goes on… It would be great to let our neighbors know about 
these things. If someone in your family has news to report, please send a short note to 
communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion 
in the upcoming month’s edition of The Thorough-Read News. 
 

Note: High School and College graduations will be acknowledged on our traditional banners featured at each entrance. Read the Com-
munity President’s message on page 2 for details. 

YOUR STEEPLECHASE YOUTH 

Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet

-sit, tutor, or do yardwork  for the neighborhood? Did 

you know that if you are a Community Member that 

your child can advertise for FREE in the newsletter? 

Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs commu-

nity service hours? I can help with that, too! Contact 

the communications director for more information.  

                 

communications@steeplechase.org 

Keep it safe,  
Steeplechase 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Celebrating the girls of Steeple-
chase in the production of 
"Jackie and the Beanstalk" per-
formed March 29th as part of the 
drama club at Jackson Elemen-
tary.  
Nylah Nabhan, Isabella Gonzalez, 
Solange Fluery,  Ava Timberlake 
and Sarah Kate Brooks.  
Solange (although not a resident) is 
pictured since these girls are all part of 
Girl Scout Troop 2419 that is com-
prised of 5 girls from Steeplechase. 

mailto:communications@steeplechase.org
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Stay Current With Steeplechase News!  

Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! 

Or go to www.steeplechase.org  

MAY 2017 EDITION 

  DATES TO REMEMBER 

May 5 & 6 ………………………………………………………………….…..Community Garage Sale 

May 6………………………………………………………………………………...……………...Pool Opens 

May 18-21 …………………………….”Friends Love Tennis” Charity Tennis Tournament 

May 29 ………………………………………….……………….Memorial Day Community Parade 

May 29 …………………………………………..Memorial Day Facility Cookout & Pool Party 

 

 

Tim & Michelle Tyler 

1390 Warrenton Hunt 

Thank you for helping to keep Steeplechase a beautiful place to live! 


