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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
It was just under a year ago that we as a neighborhood adopted the Permanent Member option for our community memberships. As you consider renewing your membership this year, if you have not yet done so, I
hope you will choose the permanent member option. There is an extra
form to complete, which must be notarized, but it is only necessary once.
Thereafter all renewals will be the single form you are used to. As you
know, Neighborhood fees are due March 1--$100 for Community membership, and additional $375 (total $475) for a Facility membership.
We are planning an event in April which will be both a membership drive
and a celebration of the renovation of our tennis courts. Everyone in the
neighborhood, members and non-members alike, is invited to enjoy
munchies provided by Carraba’s Italian Grill, take a look at the swim and
tennis facilities, meet neighbors and Association board members, and
even join in a tennis round robin if desired. The tentative date is April 29,
from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m.
The operating budget for fiscal year 2018 (March 1, 2017-February 28,
2018) is ready for your review on our website, www.Steeplechase.org. We
will vote on the budget as a neighborhood at our annual spring meeting,
March 30 at 7:30 p.m. at the pavilion.
A final note: we all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great
things—young people heading off to military service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic honors, the list goes on…It would
be great to let our neighbors know about these things. If someone in your
family has news to report, please send a note to Lori Thomas at communications@steeplechase.org for inclusion in The Thorough-Read News.
Have a great March, and thank you for your support of SRHA!
Be sure to mark your calendar for March 30, 7:30 p.m., for the General
Membership meeting.
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FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
Time flies, as they say! And everyone thought we were in winter, but
it looks like spring is here, crazy
Georgia weather!

Chairman
Steve Curry (770) 962-5699
Chairman@steeplechase.org

Facility President

It is also time to look forward to
the school year ending and graduations being planned. As we do every year, Steeplechase likes to honor and recognize all of our graduating
students, whether it be from high school or college. In order to do this,
we need your help. We need the names of the soon-to-be graduates and
their school names so we can display them proudly. We have a good
start with the Peachtree Ridge graduates, but I know there are other high
schools represented, and many colleges. Please send me your student’s
name and school name so we can add them to the banner at Community.president@steeplechase.org. There will be a shared cost depending
on the number of participants.
As always, the parents must be a member of the Steeplechase Community for their student’s name to be on the banner. If you are not a member,
you can easily join! Go to our website or complete the recently mailed
membership application and deposit it in the mailbox at the entrance to
our facility.
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Facility.president@steeplechase.org

Community President
George Brodnax

Community.president@steeplechase.org

Communications
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Treasurer
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Facility Social Director
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Swim/Tennis Director

George Brodnax
Community President
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Community Social Director
Katherine Colley
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STEEPLECHASE RESIDENT’S

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017
7:30PM AT THE PAVILLION
Join your neighbors at this meeting where you...
 might meet someone new!
 can say hello to someone you haven’t seen in a while!
 will see the new tennis courts!
 take a peek at the newly renovated bathrooms!
 will vote on the operating budget for fiscal
 learn about the latest Community & Facility news!

Secretary
Melissa Zornes
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Operations Director
Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668
Operations@steeplechase.org

Webmaster
Doug Benson

Webmaster@steeplechase.org

year 2018!

PROUD TO CALL STEEPLECHASE HOME
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT
February has already been a busy month. We had
the weeks leading up to the Falcons trip to the Super Bowl, and a lot of excitement for the first three
quarters. But there is next year!
On the 14th, we had an opportunity to acknowledge
our love for those important people in our lives.

Community & Facility Membership
Dues are due by March 1, 2017.
Please complete the membership form at the back
of this newsletter and return it with your payment.
You can pay online (check out the options) or pay by
check. If you pay by check, please make it out to

As far as the Facility goes our new tennis courts are
in place and playable for Facility members and ALTA
teams. What a big project the replacement of these
30 year-old courts has been for our community.
The money used for the replacement came not only
from the long-term category in our budget, but
many people in our community volunteered a donation, as well as the annual S.E.T. tournaments where
volunteers work tireless hours to provide a weekend
of tennis for over 200 tennis participants. The participants are charged an entry fee and a large portion is given back to the Facility for tennis improvements.
So when you are down enjoying the facility, please
be aware of any mistreatment to our courts by
bikes, skateboards, strollers, hard-sole shoes. . .this
is your Facility dues at work!
I would like to give a big "thanks" to folks who have
stepped up and volunteered to lock the driveway
gate at 10:00 p.m. each night for a week. Those
folks on the calendar through March 4th are: Jose
Gonzalez, Nate Orrico, Bill Wagner, Steve Curry,
George Brodnax, Lori Thomas, Sally Campbell, Mary
Gonzalez, and myself. In addition, Jeremy Ladd unlocks the gate every morning.
If you are a Facility member and wish to volunteer
for a week, please send me a message to: edward
1401@gmail.com. Include the week (Sunday to
Saturday) you would like to cover and I will add you
to the calendar.
Last week when I went down to lock the gate all the
parking lights and building security lights were off.
Mary Gonzalez had just reported this to Nate. Nate,
Bill Wagner, and I went down to check for a cause.
Everything seemed to be okay in our panel. The
next morning an electrician friend went down with

SRHA, which stands for Steeplechase Residents
Homeowners Association, and place it in the mailbox
at the facility entrance on Furlong Run. Feel free to
email a board member if you have any questions.
Thank you!

me and he could find nothing. We called Jackson
to report the outage, and they put us on a wait
list. Nate explained that our security system was
with EMC and we needed the power. When I
called again to explained the seriousness, a truck
was out within a hour and found a wire had been
stretched away from the lug and Jackson was able
to splice the wire in the transformer. . .and there
were lights!
As you can see, our aging Facility continues to
hold its value by folks stepping up to offer help
where needed, and awareness to report things
they notice not working or needing attention by
the Board. The past 30 years our community has
continued to improve due not only to the annual
dues but the concern and involvement of folks
who truly care about Steeplechase.

Please feel free to contact me with any concerns
or suggestions you may have to continue to make
our neighborhood an investment for your family
and property.
I look forward to working with many of you, for all
of you!
Ed Hawkins, Facility President
edward1401@gmail.com phone: 770-480-0408
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FROM YOUR SWIM AND TENNIS DIRECTOR

SPRING ALTA UPDATES – LADIES AND MEN’S TEAMS
There will be three Spring ALTA teams playing out of Steeplechase
this coming season; one women’s team (B), and two men’s teams (A
& B). In addition, there will be an informal women’s casual play, yet
to be scheduled, for those not currently playing on a women’s team,
but are interested in playing tennis at a beginner’s “C” level. Come
out, meet new neighbors, become engaged, have fun, and learn the
basics of tennis. The men’s ALTA season begins Saturday March
18th, and the women’s season begins on Sunday March 19th.

AVAILABLE COURT TIMES

and team scheduling can be viewed at
the Reserve My Court website, go to www.reservemycourt.com to make
reservations for the 3 courts that are usable for the foreseeable future.
Team match and practice times will be posted here once they have been
finalized. Please note that court #3 will not be available until March,
pending final court repairs.

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS

Please support your community through continued vigilance in reporting any suspicious behaviors, signs of trespassing, unusual noises, apparent vandalism, or just the everyday community property items
needing maintenance or repair, to the attention of the Steeplechase Board so
that appropriate actions may be taken. Thanks to everyone for being the eyes
and ears of Steeplechase.

OPEN HOUSE CELEBRATION MIXER
To celebrate the opening of our new courts, the Board is planning on
having an open house/tennis round robin social mixer tentatively scheduled for Saturday, April 29th from 3:00 to 7:00 PM. Not only will we get
together with our neighborhood tennis teammates and Facility Members, but we plan to open this event up to the entire development in the
hopes that we may be able to encourage new members to sign on and
experience everything our Facility has to offer. Please plan on attending
this event and think about inviting your “non-member” neighbors so that they too can experience
firsthand our new and improved amenities. Appetizers will be provided by Carrabba’s Italian Grill.

SWIM TEAM – STEEPLESTATION STINGRAYS
Attention all Steeplechase Swimmers, online registration is now open for the 2017 swim season!
Please go to https://steeplestation.swim-team.us to begin the registration process, and for more details. The “swimmer” participation fee ($105.00) is the same as last year for those swimmers living in either Steeplechase or Jefferson Station and ($135.00) for those living outside these two neighborhoods. New this year is a multi-swimmer discount. The first swimmer in each family will pay full price, but
then a $15 discount will be applied to each additional swimmer. This discount will apply only to families
who have completed the registration process prior to April 30th (all forms and fees turned in). All registrations completed after April 30th will be assessed a $40 late fee. Please complete your registration on
time.
*Continued on Page 5*
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Swim Team—Steeplestation Stingrays (continued from pg 4)
We are most pleased to announce that Coaches Danielle and Thomas will be returning for another year. Schedules for meets and practice times will be announced as soon as they have
been confirmed. The Swim Team Board will remain the same as last year with Kent Lorenz
working as the Secondary League Rep, Tara Hammond as Treasurer, Meg Lovejoy as Volunteer
Coordinator, and Tracy Murdock as Primary League Rep, tracymurdock@bellsouth.net. Please
contact Tracy if you have any questions.
The swim team representatives will be at the Jefferson Station Clubhouse on Saturday
and Sunday, March 25th and 26th from 1:00 – 4:00 PM to turn in all forms and fees and
to try on suits and spirit wear. There will be NEW spirit wear options this year, so please
plan to stop by and check them out. If you pay online, you still need to drop by and turn
in your forms or make arrangements to turn the forms in before April 30th. Refunds will
NOT be issued after the county registration date of May 17th. There is no refund on
spirit wear or suits.
Bill Wagner
Swim & Tennis Director

GARDEN CLUB
When pruning trees and shrubs, there are some fundamental rules. Pruning at the wrong time won’t damage the trees
or shrubs but it can sacrifice that year’s flowers or fruit. As a rule of thumb, prune spring-flowering shrubs and trees
immediately after the flowers fade. Prune summer-blooming trees and shrubs in winter or early spring, before new
growth emerges. Also give extra care to heavily pruned shrubs, i.e. fertilization, watering and pest control will be critical factors.
Important steps in pruning trees or shrubs:
1. Prune any dead leaves, limbs and flowers
2. Make your cuts with pruning shears or hand shears
3. Cut branches with pruning shears where they join stems when possible
4. Clip your cuts flush with the limbs
5. Take off small limbs where new leaves or limbs are forming when you
cannot take off the entire branch.
Important steps in pruning a bush: begin by using hand shears to clear out
dead wood and thin the top of the shrub. You should remove about onefourth of old growth every year by cutting them off at the ground. Next, it
is important to trim hedges so that the bottom of the hedge is wider than
the top.
It appears we are going to be having an early spring but it’s not too late to
get the pruning done.

COMING BACK TO YOU
IN THE APRIL ISSUE!
With this great weather, who isn’t thinking about playing in the dirt again!
A colorful cluster of flowers.
A perfectly placed rose bush.
A painted planter on your front steps.
Bring the curb appeal that you’ve always wanted to your house this spring.

Thanks for making
Steeplechase a
beautiful place to live!

The Gwinnett County Extension/4H is having their annual plant sale so if
you are interested in purchasing fruit trees, native azaleas, ferns, gardenias, blackberries, blueberries or raspberry bushes, call the extension office
before March 7 for details @ 678.377.4010 (and see below.)

Happy gardening!
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YOUR STEEPLECHASE YOUTH
Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit,
pet-sit, tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood?
Did you know that if you are a Community Member
that your child can advertise for free in the newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs
community service hours? I can help with that, too!
Contact the communications director for more information.
communications@steeplechase.org

WELCOME TO STEEPLECHASE!
If you are a new neighbor and have not been welcomed into Steeplechase, we
want to get to know you! The Welcome Committee would love to greet you and
provide you with a packet of information about Steeplechase. If you would like
us to stop by with a packet and answer any questions you may have, or if you
know someone who hasn't been properly welcomed, please contact our Welcome Committee at welcome@steeplechase.org. See our website for more information: steeplechase.org

Keep it safe,
Steeplechase

Keep it SAFE
Steeplechase!
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing
great things—young people heading off to military
service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic honors, the list goes on… It would
be great to let our neighbors know about these
things. If someone in your family has news to report,
please send a short note to Lori Thomas at communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of
the month for inclusion in the upcoming month’s
edition of The Thorough-Read News.
Note: High School and College graduations will be
acknowledged on our traditional banners featured at
each entrance. Read the Community President’s
message on page 2 for details.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
March 1 …………………………………..Community & Facility Membership Dues are Due
March 12 ……………………………………………………………………….Daylight Savings Change
March 17 …………………………………………………………………………………….St Patrick’s Day
March 20 ………………………………………………………………………………………..Spring Begins
March 30 ………………………………………………………..GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
April TBD ……………………………………………………………………..…………….Easter Egg Hunt

April 29 (tentative date)……....Tennis Courts 1 & 2 Open House Celebration Mixer
May 5 & 6 ………………………………………………………………….…..Community Garage Sale
May 18-21 …………………………….”Friends Love Tennis” Charity Tennis Tournament

Stay Current With Steeplechase News!
Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter!
Or go to www.steeplechase.org
MARCH 2017 EDITION

