THE THOROUGH-READ NEWS
1925 Furlong Run, Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Issue 2, Volume 18, February 2018

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN

One month into 2018 and it’s time to remind you about Steeplechase
Residents Homeowners Association Membership! 2018 Membership
begins again on March 1st.
A Community Membership Level of $100 a year (or $8.00 a month,
or .27 cents a day) is an investment in your property and the property of
all your neighbors. I just went to Chick fil a today, for what I thought was
a small lunch, and spent over $9.00! Community Membership keeps our
neighborhood looking presentable and helps pay for a myriad of things
that must take place to keep it looking that way. It also opens the door
for you to get involved with Community-wide events, voting, communications, etc.
A Facility Membership Level of $375.00 a year opens the door a little farther for more fun social events throughout the year. We have a Full Calendar of events again this year, with something extra returning this
Spring, and we ARE planning to have the Fall Craft Fair/Chili Cookoff
again. Of course, there is also access to our pond, playground, pavilion, 3
tennis courts and the pool.
Ready for warm weather yet? Think how good that pool is going to
feel this summer!!
See the Enrollment Form in this newsletter. Payment is DUE on March
1st. A PayPal option is available on the website – www.steeplechase.org
– Payment Tab.
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Another Hot Topic right now is the Sever Road Fence and Landscaping
Project!
Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, the weather has warmed up
and the fence has been painted one color! We saved some money by
mending the fence ourselves with a crew of neighborhood volunteers,
led by our Operations Director, Nate Orrico.
Continued on page 2
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MARCH 1st
Steeplechase.org

Continued from page 1

The Adopt a Shrub Campaign has raised $11,723.62! A BIG Thank You to everyone who has donated to this
project. Because of you, we can begin on the landscaping now that the fence is painted. A contract has been
signed with a landscaping company to begin work on the center section (between the two entrances). With
the donations along with funds budgeted from our Reserves, Facility and Community for the purchasing of
plants, we can move forward. We know that many of you are ready to see some improvement and we thank
you for your patience. We are saving money by not purchasing mature plants, so you may have to be patient
a little while longer. Just be aware that we do not have the funds to purchase full grown, mature plants, but
they will GROW! The Board has also decided to pay for a watering option for the first four weeks so that the
plants are GUARANTEED. The exact amount of this expense is hard to predict since Mother Nature may provide us with adequate rain during that time and we may not need the watering.
A motion was made and approved at the November 2017 General Membership Meeting to move ahead with
a landscaping plan using funds from donations and reserves. The Board would like to move ahead and complete the landscaping project in a timely manner so that we hit the ideal planting time and out of respect to
those of you that donated funds and would like to see an end result. Below is a summary of the plan.
Summary of the project costs:
Total for Center Section: plants & installation = $14,578.10 (plants guaranteed)
Watering via truck: $300.00 each time (as needed-not our water)
Pine straw: $7.50 a bale, 291 estimated = $2,182.50
Estimate for Left End side of Sever: $3,398.00 plus some additional water and pine straw
Estimate for Right End side of Sever: $1,540.00 plus some additional water and pine straw
Summary of Funds available from current budget:
$11,723.62 adopt a shrub funds
5,900.00 (2017/2018 budgeted long term reserves community)
880.00 (2017/2018 budgeted facility plants)
350.00 (2017/2018 budgeted community plants)
$18,853.62 Money available
Anticipated funds left over at year end 10K to be allocated: ($3,000 each) to
Long-Term Reserves Community, Long Term Reserves Facility, Long Term Reserves Tennis.
Anticipated funds needed from Long-Term Reserves: $4,000

Current Long-Term Reserve Community = $17,172.75
Stella York
Chairman
chairman@steeplechase.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! PLAN TO ATTEND THE
STEEPLECHASE RESIDENT’S
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018, 7:30PM AT THE PAVILION
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FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
Happy New Year Everyone,
I am very optimistic about 2018, as this new board is tackling a few current
issues that will help the overall look of this neighborhood. We are currently getting the Sever Rd fence painting and planting issue in motion, you
should start seeing some activity there soon.
One wish I personally have, is to see more people get involved in this
neighborhood. There is always something that needs to get done around
here. If you were to attend a neighborhood workday you not only help
beautify the place you live but it also gives you an opportunity to meet
your neighbors, find someone with a common interest and who knows you
may even find a new friend and we could all use a little more of that.
I also want to remind everyone that we need your contribution of $100 to
be a Community member or $475 for a Facility member. Community money goes to taking care of the entrances and walls which always need some
repair. We have 427 homes in Steeplechase, if we could get 400 to join,
that would be $40,000 a year to help maintain, repair and upgrade our entrances.
We are just about to start on the Sever Rd fence project, we need your
$100 to support this project. This was not on our list of things to spend
money on, but we need to. So there is always a need, and we need your
help.

2018
Steeplechase Board
Chairman
Stella York

Chairman@steeplechase.org

Facility President
Jeremy Ladd

Facility.president@steeplechase.org

Community President
Scot Sherwin

Community.president@steeplechase.org

Communications
Lori Thomas

Communications@steeplechase.org

Treasurer
Klarissa Reese
Treasurer@steeplechase.org

Facility Social Director

Mary Gonzalez
Facility.social@steeplechase.org

Swim/Tennis Director
There are always projects like this that this board has to tackle, and because we are a voluntary dues HOA, it makes it difficult to come up with
the money to take on these projects. So, if you can’t attend a work day, at
least send in your $100 contribution to help keep the entrances that you
drive thru every day in great condition.
Scot Sherwin
2018 Community President
community.president@steeplechase.org

Bill Wagner
Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

Community Social Director
Katherine Colley

Community.Social@steeplechase..org

Secretary
Melissa Zornes
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Operations Director
Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668
Operations@steeplechase.org

Webmaster
Doug Benson

Webmaster@steeplechase.org
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT
It is that time of year again, the time you start wishing for the summer to be here. Well, the
good news is that summer is on the way and you have a great opportunity to enjoy it to the
fullest! Hanging out, grilling out, playing tennis, swimming in the pool, etc. The only thing that
is going to keep that from happening is if you DON’T become a facility member this year. As
you know, we have made some major improvements to the tennis courts last year, as well as
some other improvements to the restrooms and pool area, and we have a full schedule of
events planned for the community. We need everyone to join this year, so tell your neighbors,
tell your friends that the pool will soon be opened again!!! Membership dues are due by
March 1, and you have until March 20th before you have to pay a late fee.
I also want to thank the following volunteers for their help locking up the gate at night and
keeping our facility safe:
Nate Orrico
Greg Butera

Scot Sherwin
John Lovejoy

Bill Wagner
Jose Gonzalez

Doug Benson

If you would like to volunteer with the gate, maintenance, or helping out in general, please do
not hesitate to send me an email at facility.president@steeplechase.org.
Jeremy Ladd
2018 Facility President
Facility.president@steeplechase.org

DID YOU
NOTICE?
Thanks to a break in the weather…
THE FENCE HAS BEEN PAINTED!
This is just the beginning of the
beautification of our community
frontage on Sever Road. Many
thanks to everyone who had an impact on making this happen.
Watch for more progress. Shrubs
and pine straw are next!
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STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
FROM YOUR SWIM & TENNIS DIRECTOR
We should all be proud of our new and improved amenities, including the refurbished men’s and women’s restrooms, which should all contribute to a positive impression on our visitors over the coming years.
Additionally, we should be respectful of this investment knowing that the tennis courts are to be utilized
“exclusively” for tennis. Please be sure to always wear appropriate tennis shoes so as to not mark up the
court surface and please discourage children from using their bikes, rollerblades, skateboards, etc. on the
courts at all times.
Swim and tennis is why many people choose to live in a particular Community. It is a contributing factor
into why people purchase a home in communities with such amenities and is why it remains paramount
for us to maintain these facilities. A well maintained facility adds to a home’s overall value and can easily
detract from the value if not properly maintained. As we move forward this year with the 2018 Steeplechase membership drives, we should encourage nonmembers to come down and check out the new
courts and pool area and to lend support in maintaining these amenities in addition to the common
grounds which everyone has a vested interest in. Please be sure to pay your dues before the deadline
(March 1, 2018) so you can fully participate and enjoy all of the amenities and social activities that Steeplechase has to offer this year. See the 2018 Calendar for further details on upcoming events.

Spring ALTA – Ladies and Men’s Teams:
I am currently aware that there will be two women’s (B & C) and one men’s
(B) teams forming for the 2018 Spring ALTA season. If you are interested in
joining one of the women’s teams, please contact Paula Wofford
(paulawofford@gmail.com) for the B team or Angie Long
(lonanatl@gmail.com) for the C team. If you are interested in joining the
men’s team, please contact Jon Lovejoy (jlovejoy@hbnext.com) or Bruce
Bagnasco (bruce.bagnasco@yahoo.com) for further information.
Available court times and team scheduling can be viewed at the Reserve My
Court website, go to www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations for the 3
courts that are usable for the foreseeable future. I can assist with blocking out
match and practice times. Please provide these details to me following the ALTA Captains meeting this month.

Swim Team – Steeplestation Stingrays:
Registration for the 2018 swim team should occur during the latter part of March.
Tracy Murdock (tracymurdock@bellsouth.net) is the swim team coordinator for
Steeplestation and should have further registration and scheduling details as they
become available. You should also be able to register online prior to that. Please
visit the Swim team website at www.steeplestation.swim-team.us, and hopefully
it will have been updated for 2018 by the time you are receiving this newsletter.
Bill Wagner
Swim & Tennis Director
swim.tennis@steeplechase.org
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FACT SHEET
COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP – WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?
Community Membership is a commitment by an individual resident of the Steeplechase Subdivision to
help support the maintenance, repair, and upkeep of the infrastructure of the community they live in.
For a nominal annual fee of ($100), the long-term success of the Community is ensured. These funds pay
for all of the common-ground year-round landscaping costs for Steeplechase, the maintenance and upkeep of the three drivable entrance ways into Steeplechase and much of the common storm water infrastructure which is mandated by Gwinnett County. Failure to maintain this infrastructure could eventually
contribute to localized flooding within Steeplechase, and could also subject the Community to fines levied
by the County for lack of proper maintenance and upkeep of these common structures.
Community membership also entitles members to participate in several social events throughout the
year, including the Easter egg hunt, the Memorial Day parade, Steeplechase garage sales, and the Back to
School social.
It remains in everyone’s best interest to support the very infrastructure that surrounds our homes, lest
we all suffer the consequences of neglect as the years of wear and tear pile up. These dues ($100/year)
are extremely small but collectively have the power to achieve many positive outcomes. Full Benefits of
Community Membership follow on the attached page.

FACILITY MEMBERSHIP– WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?
A portion of the Facility fees support and maintain all the functions described by Community Membership
($100). In addition, Facility Membership ($475 total) allows residents the full enjoyment of all the amenities the association has to offer. This includes swimming pool privileges, year-round tennis access, use of
the facility activity pavilion (rental fees applies), and most importantly multiple year-round opportunities
to meet, socialize and have fun with your friends and neighbors. These benefits are also identified on the
attached page.

PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP – WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ME?
Many people buy in a particular subdivision not only because of the individual home they purchase, but
also because of the attractiveness of the common areas and the nature and condition of amenities such
as swim and tennis facilities. What better way to promote a positive family lifestyle than by participating
in an active neighborhood community—whether, in the case of Steeplechase, that participation is as a
community member or a facility member? People also sell their homes relying on the attractiveness,
availability, and stability of neighborhood amenities. (Many homes advertised for sale in Steeplechase
include photographs of our entrances and the swim/tennis facilities in their sales presentations.) Permanent Community membership in SRHA will ensure a continued long term cash flow to support our neighborhood infrastructure. Without this membership support the funding infrastructure is not available and
the attractive features of our neighborhood deteriorate. If this happens, our entire Community fails with
the consequent devaluation of home equity.
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Association: Dues are $100. By joining the Association, you are becoming a Community Member and doing
your share to help maintain our landscaped entrances and common grounds. These features positively affect your
home’s property value. In addition, you will continue to receive the newsletter, enjoy Community social events, receive access to a Community Directory, and much more.
Swim Tennis: The Swim/Tennis dues allow you and your family to become Facility Members and have access to the pool and tennis courts along with Facility Member-only events and activities. Dues are an additional
$375. Total $475 if paid by March 1st. After March 20th the total is $513, unless move-in date is after March 1st.

Steeplechase Enrollment and Directory Form
Deadline: March 1st for Inclusion in Directory
Please fill out completely and turn in with your check payable to SRHA.
Check one of the following: I wish to:
Join SRHA Community Membership ($100.00)
Join SRHA Community & Facility Swim/Tennis—($475.00)
Join SRHA Community & Facility Swim/Tennis after March 20 ($513.00)
Make a donation in the amount of $__________
Name:

Spouse’s Name:

Street Address:
Home Phone:

e-mail:

Signature:

Date:

E-mail address will be used for e-newsletters, e-blasts, crime alerts and special community announcements. It will
not be included in the directory unless indicated below:
Please list information in Steeplechase Community Directory:
____ Yes ____ No
Please include email address in the directory:
____ Yes ____ No
It is OK to share information with the Neighborhood Watch Program: ____ Yes ____ No
If you rent your home, please provide homeowner’s name and current address:
Other Payment Option:
A one-time PayPal payment option at www.steeplechase.org is available and incurs small processing fee.
Note: Swim/Tennis fees are prorated for those moving in and joining the facility after July 1 st.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SRHA AND DROP OFF IN FACILITY MAILBOX OR
MAIL YOUR PAYMENT TO: SRHA, 1925 Furlong Run, Lawrenceville, GA 30043
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FROM YOUR FACILITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR

facility

Where is Spring? As much as I like the snow, I
don't like the cold and can't wait for warmer
weather. This year we plan on hosting a few new
events for the facility families. The first event will
be the "Camp Steeplechase" event on Saturday,
April 28th where campsites will be identified around the pond and be offered on a first come first
serve basis to families wanting to camp. We will have a bonfire, hot dogs and s'mores. We plan on having some entertainment for our campers and other facility members. In addition, we will be having our
regular facility events for Memorial Day, July 4th and an adult celebration to close the pool. One other
change to the Community Social calendar of events is the substitution of the Fall Festival for the Halloween bonfire and hayride. With the weather being so unpredictable in October, having an afternoon
celebration of Fall is more palatable to parents with small children who may attend. We would also like
to avoid scheduling the Halloween celebration with other events. Thus, in lieu of the Halloween bonfire
and hayride, the Community will host a Fall Festival on November 3rd and will include activities for children in the community, including a hayride, bonfire, and other activities. Watch for details in upcoming
newsletters and web blasts.
A facility membership provides a number of benefits, including access to the pool, pond, tennis courts
and playground. Be on the look out for future email notifications to sign up for the neighborhood
events. Feel free to send suggestions for other activities you would like to see Steeplechase host
to facilitysocial@steeplechase.org and we will look into the feasibility of hosting these events in the
future.
Mary Gonzalez
2018 Facility Social Director
facility.social@steeplechase.org

FROM YOUR COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR

community

Happy New Year to all Steeplechase residents!
I hope your 2018 year is off to a great start.
We are a great calendar of events coming up
and we look forward to seeing many of you there. The more, the merrier! Please encourage both new
residents to our community, as well as residents who have not yet joined, to please join as Community
or Facility Membership levels to enjoy the upcoming events with us.






Our East Egg Hunt on March 31 includes games and prizes for children of all ages.
For those of you who are new to our community, we host two garage sales every year: one in the
spring and one in the fall. Our spring community garage sale will be held Friday and Saturday, May 4
& 5. This is a great opportunity to get some spring cleaning done and make some cash!
August 5, Sunday, we will host our Back-to-School Ice Cream Social.
Our fall Community garage sale will be held Friday and Saturday, October 5 & 6.

Katherine Colley
2018 Community Social Director
community.social@steeplechase.org
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COMMUNITY
We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—
young people heading off to military service, scholarships awarded,
athletic accomplishments, academic honors, the list goes on. It would
be great to let our neighbors know about these things. If someone in
your family has news to report, please send a short note to communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in the upcoming month’s edition of The Thorough-Read News.

Congratulations

to

Glenn

(Bo)

Cochran for taking the initiative to
change his life. He just completed his

first half marathon (13.1 miles) at the
Red Nosed Half Marathon in Columbus, GA after losing over 80lbs in the
past year. The temperatures were
right at the freezing mark but that
didn't stop him from completing it in 2
hours and 48 seconds. Bo is pictured
here with Mary Gonzalez who also ran
the half marathon.

Visit our neighborhood website at

steeplechase.org
STEEPLECHASE ON FACEBOOK
SRHA





Post about a lost dog / cat / other
Announce sign ups for sports teams
Selling something? Put it on Facebook
Share pictures from a neighborhood event.

S T E E P L E C H A S E YO U T H
Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet-sit,
tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood? Did you know
that if you are a Community Member that your child can
advertise for FREE in the newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs community service hours? I can help
with that, too!
Contact the Steeplechase Communications Director for
more information at communications@steeplechase.org
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Revised solid waste plan reduces cost, improves recycling
The Board of Commissioners approved an amended 8-year agreement with the residential trash haulers currently operating in unincorporated Gwinnett County.
The revised agreement will reduce the cost of residential trash and curbside recycling services in unincorporated
Gwinnett County, improve recycling, and provide continuity of services. The amended agreement begins July 1,
2018, and replaces the current 8-year contract set to expire June 30, 2018. City residents will not be affected
by the plan.
As part of the approved program, residents will retain their current hauler. In addition, the 17-gallon recycling
bins will be replaced with a larger, covered 65-gallon cart on wheels. The haulers have cut their fees, reducing
the overall monthly fee from $19.16 to $17.91. The senior discount will change from 15 percent to 25 percent,
reducing senior fees from $16.47 to $13.75 per month.
Residential trash and recycling service will still include weekly trash pickup of household waste and more than
30 types of recyclables. Collection on each street will be on the same day of the week with exceptions for New
Year's Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. Service will continue to include bulky item and white goods
pickup; residents will still need to contact their assigned hauler to schedule pickup. Yard waste collection will
also continue to be offered as an elective service, but at a 25 percent reduced cost for those who elect the 12month plan.
Unincorporated Gwinnett County residential solid waste customers would see the price reductions on their next
billing, scheduled for summer 2018. New recycling carts will be delivered later next year.
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NEW TO
STEEPLECHASE?
If you have recently moved in,
or if you know of new
neighbors near you, make
sure you get the Official
Steeplechase Welcome!
Connect with the
Welcoming Committee at
welcome@steeplechase.org
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ARE YOU STILL LOOKING FOR THAT ONE THING
TO INSPIRE YOU FOR THE NEW YEAR?
Check out this website for New Year ideas. Although the web address says that it is for businesses,
this particular page speaks to you as an individual. I hope you take a few minutes to view the 10 items
listed. Commit to ALL or just a few and see how it changes your life. All credit to Karyn Greenstreet,
Small Business Coach and Self Employment Expert.

10 Easy Things You Can Do To Start
The New Year Right
http://www.passionforbusiness.com/articles/10-easy-things.htm

What does being a good neighbor mean to you?
Fill in the blank: ______________________________________
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Dates to Remember
February 4
February 14
March 1
March 22

Super Bowl
Valentine’s Day
SRHA Community & Facility Dues are Due
SRHA General Membership Meeting

Stay Current With Steeplechase News!
Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! Or go to www.steeplechase.org
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