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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
I hope everyone is off to a good start for 2017.
As I was reviewing last year’s February newsletter, I realized it’s been a year
since we developed our Steeplechase Community Permanent Membership
option. While that was a landmark action, I’m afraid we have not made the
headway in signing up permanent members that we had hoped. As you
consider your options for membership this year, I hope you will choose to
become a permanent member of the Association. By doing so, you are
providing us with a more predictable income at no additional cost, and you
are assuring that the next buyer of your home, sometime down the road,
will also be a member. The information and forms you need are on the
“Information” page of our Website, www.Steeplechase.org.
As you know, March 1, 2017 is the when our new membership year begins.
As I have noted before, your Steeplechase Residents Homeowners Association is an investment in your property as well as a ticket to fun social
events, and (with a Facility membership) access to the swimming pool and
the new tennis courts. Twenty-eight cents a day brings a Community membership. Another dollar a day brings a Facility membership. I hope you will
join, and encourage your friends and neighbors to join as well.
As always, do not hesitate to contact me if you have concerns or questions.
And if you would like to join the SRHA Board as a Facility Social Director the
position is still open. We would love to have your help.
Best regards,
Steve Curry
Chairman

Steeplechase.org

“Twenty-eight cents a day
brings a Community
membership. Another
dollar a day brings a
Facility membership.”
-

Also In This
Issue


Community Message



Facility Message



Swim & Tennis



Garden Club



Membership Form

FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
I was starting to write my February article while the wind was whipping
through the trees and I remembered a situation that happened a few
years ago. It was another windy day like today. A neighbor's tree was
blown over and landed in their neighbor's yard. The neighbor asked
when they were going to have it removed. The question is who's responsibility is it? The neighbor who's yard the tree was in or the neighbor who's yard it landed in? The main factor is the condition of the
tree. If the tree was in good health, then it is legally the responsibility
of the neighbor where the tree landed. It is considered an "Act of
God". However, if the tree is sick or dying or not properly maintained,
then it is the property owner's responsibility where the tree was standing.
My reason for telling this story is to suggest you look at your trees. If
you have any dead trees, now is the time to address them. First, you
need to protect yourself and your property. Secondly, you don't want
to damage your neighbor's house or property. I have a lot of trees in
my yard. Several have been taken down. My advice, look closely at all
your trees and make sure you don't have any potential problems! If
you have any questions check with the
county or contact an
arborist.
George Brodnax
Community President
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Community and Facility Membership
Dues are due by March 1, 2017.
Please complete the membership form at the back of this newsletter and return it with your payment. You can pay online (check out the options) or pay by
check. If you pay by check, please make it out to SRHA, which stands for Stee-
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plechase Residents Homeowners Association, and place it in the mailbox at the
facility entrance on Furlong Run. Feel free to email a board member if you have
any questions. Thank you!
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT
As the 2017 Facility President, I would like to thank Nate Orrico for serving in this position for 4 years.
Nate and Nancy have worked together organizing the list of task for this position in order to meet the
deadlines for permits, county inspections, pool management, and overseeing the list of maintenance
projects to keep your property values on the increase.
Nancy and I moved to Steeplechase 30 years ago with our two sons; then 11 and 14 years old. Steeplechase provided us the kind of neighborhood we wanted our family to share. The pool and tennis
provided the family-type recreation to keep two pre-teens busy during their summer breaks. We now
have 4 grandkids (23, 17, 9 and 8 years old). Our sons and their families often join us as guest for the
various facility social events here at Steeplechase. I believe this says a lot for the family environment
in this neighborhood.
March 1st is the due date for 2017 membership to your Steeplechase Residents Homeowners Association. This is an investment for your family, as well as your property.
Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or suggestions you may have to continue to make
our neighborhood an investment for family and property.
I look forward to working with many of you, for all of you!
Ed Hawkins
Facility President

THE GARDEN CORNER
Timely Tips for Winter Gardening:
 If the weather threatens a hard freeze, cover your pansies to minimize damage.
 Be sure your houseplants are adequately watered as indoor heating systems can
cause them to dry out.
 If you see daffodils beginning to emerge, do not worry as they are cold hardy and will not be
affected by freezing temperatures.
 Lightly prune crepe myrtles and remove branches that are crossing each other, growing inward or
are damaged. The same goes for knock-out roses.
 The weathered iris leaves should be cut back to 3-5 inches. Cutting away dead leaves will nourish
the dormant bulb and allow air to circulate thus help it to avoid disease while boosting vigorous
bloom and growth.
 Trees and shrubs can be planted throughout the winter months. The top parts are dormant but
the roots will grow and help plants become established. Planting in winter will help them to be
less vulnerable to heat and drought stress the following summer.
 Now is a good time to pick up limbs, sticks and bracken that have fallen from winter winds. You
may have raked your leaves by the bushel in autumn but now find yourself contending with even
more. Gather the leaves as you work your way through your landscape to give that well-tended
yard and garden.
As always, if you have any specific questions or concerns about your lawn or garden, you can get free
advice by email www.gwinnettextension.com or by calling 678.377.4010.
And last but not least, don’t forget to provide carbs (millet) for our fair feathered friends to keep
them warm this winter. They do add beauty to our landscape.
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FROM YOUR SWIM AND TENNIS DIRECTOR
Tennis Updates:
Happy New Year to all!! My name is Bill Wagner and I am the new Swim/Tennis Director attempting to fill
the big shoes left by Nickie Sears-Schroeder. I think we can all agree that while juggling many tasks in her
life, including work, travel, sports, and family, Nickie was able to succeed at all, including her Swim/Tennis
responsibilities, and made it all look easy. Thank you Nickie for all of your efforts. Although I am new to
the SRHA Board we are not new to Steeplechase, having moved here before there was a Homeowners
Association, pool, tennis courts, pavilion, playground, volleyball, or any other amenities. We have seen it
all grow and develop over time into a great community and something that we can all be proud of.
These are exciting times for Steeplechase with the reopening of our brand new tennis courts (1&2).
These are the first newly constructed courts in 20 years and the list of volunteers (especially SET) that had
their hands in making this become a reality is way too long to mention here. You know who you are and
thank you all on behalf of the Community. Additionally, the court surface on court #3 is being repaired
and we expect that court to be available around the end of March depending on the weather.
We should all be proud of our new and improved amenities, including the newly refurbished men’s and
women’s restrooms, which should all contribute to a positive impression on our visitors over the coming
years. Additionally, we should be respectful of this investment knowing that the tennis courts are to be
utilized “exclusively” for tennis. Please be sure to always wear appropriate tennis shoes so as to not mark
up the court surface and please discourage children from using their bikes, rollerblades, skateboards, etc.
on the courts at all times.
Spring ALTA – Ladies and Men’s Teams:
As the tennis courts have been out of commission until just recently and I am in the process of transitioning into this Director’s position, I am currently only aware of one women’s teams (B), planning to play the
2017 Spring ALTA season. If the men are considering fielding teams as well, please let me know and I will
assist.
Available court times and team scheduling can be viewed at the Reserve My Court website, go to
www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations for the 3 courts that are usable for the foreseeable
future. I can assist with blocking out match and practice times, please provide these details to me following the ALTA Captains meeting this month.

Help to protect our investment. Be sure to always wear
appropriate tennis shoes so as to not mark up the court surface and
please discourage children from using their bikes, rollerblades,
skateboards, etc. on the courts at all times.
We appreciate you and thank you for your support.
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Court Celebration Mixer:
To celebrate the opening of our new courts the Board is planning on having a round robin social mixer
one weekend in April. Not only will we get together with our neighborhood tennis teammates and Facility
Members, but we plan to open this event up to the entire development in the hopes that we may be able
to encourage new members to sign on and experience everything our Facility has to offer. Please plan on
attending this event and think about inviting your “non-member” neighbors so that they too can experience firsthand our new and improved amenities. More to come on this from Swim/Tennis and Social
Directors in the coming months.
Swim and tennis is why many people choose to live in a particular Community. It is a contributing factor
into why people purchase a home in Communities with such amenities and is why it remains paramount
for us to maintain these facilities. A well maintained facility adds to a home’s overall value and can easily
detract from the value if not properly maintained. As we move forward this year with the membership
drives we should encourage nonmembers to come down and check out the new courts and pool area and
to lend support in maintaining these amenities in addition to the common grounds which everyone has a
vested interest in.
Swim Team – Steeplestation Stingrays:
Registration for the 2017 swim team should occur over the weekend of March 25th. Tracy Murdock
(tracymurdock@bellsouth.net) is the swim team coordinator for Steeplestation and should have further
registration and scheduling details available if you contact her. You should also be able to register online
prior to that. Please visit the Swim team website at www.steeplestation.swim-team.us, and hopefully it
will have been updated for 2017 by the time you are receiving this newsletter.
Bill Wagner
Swim & Tennis Director

STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
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FROM YOUR 2016 COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR
___
Hello there Steeplechasers!! I have enjoyed my 2 year spot this go round on the board party planning! I am now
taking a break. We have a wonderful neighbor, Katherine Colley who has stepped up for Community Social
Events; however, we still need someone for Facility Events! Steeplechase has always been admired by all of the
surrounding neighborhoods, for all of our fun and fellowship! Let's keep that tradition going!! There are several
of us who are more than willing to help out whoever steps up to plan:0) I am wishing all of your families a fabulous and healthy rest of the winter, and looking forward to when we all come back out of hibernation in the
spring:0)
Hugs always,
Meg Lovejoy
FROM YOUR 2017 COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR

______

Hi there! I would like to take a moment to introduce myself. My name is Katherine Colley. My handsome husband, two adorable babies, and I have called the Steeplechase community home for almost four years now. If you
don’t know us yet, please stop by! We love having people over.
I am happy to be volunteering as your Community Social Director this year, working with all of the amazing volunteers on the H.O.A. board, and meeting many new friends and neighbors along the way.
We are in the process of planning a Membership Drive & Grand Re-Opening of our newly remodeled tennis
courts, to be held in April. This is an amazing opportunity to see your newly updated amenities and learn about
the benefits of your family joining as a community or facility member. It’s also a chance to come together as a
community, get our kids and families together and have lots of fun while socializing. We hope to see all of you
there. Do you have neighbors that are not members yet? This is a community-wide effort, so please, bring them
with you! Exact dates and details will be released in the next issue.
Here are a few of the community and facility events we currently are planning on:
STEEPLECHASE UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2017
 Membership Drive & Tennis courts re-opening
 Easter Egg Hunt
 Community Garage Sale
 Memorial Day Parade
 Memorial Day Facility Party*
 July 4th fireworks and BBQ*
 Back to school social
 Adult close the pool party*
 Community Garage Sale
 Halloween Party

April
April
May 5-7
May
May
July
August
September
October 6-8
October

(*Facility Members Only. All other events are
Community & Facility Members)

We want to make this year a smashing success! Do you have other ideas you would like to share with me? Would
you like to help serve on a committee for any of the above events? Please send me an email.
Katherine Colley
Community Social Director
770-265-4891
community.social@steeplechase.org
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FEBRUARY 14
Did you know that...Approximately 150 million
Valentine's Day cards are exchanged annually,
making Valentine's Day the second most popular
card-sending holiday after Christmas.

Remember someone special in your life...it could
be your neighbor! Drop a card in their mailbox,
maybe take them a small box of chocolates!
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DATES TO REMEMBER
February 2 …………………………………….…………...Groundhog Day
February 5 …………………….Super Bowl Sunday—GO FALCONS!
February 14 ………………………………………………...Valentine’s Day
March 1 …..Community & Facility Membership Dues are Due

Stay Current With Steeplechase News! Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter!
Or go to www.steeplechase.org
FEBRUARY 2017 EDITION

