DON’T FORGET MOTHER’S DAY ON SUNDAY, MAY 10th

The Thorough-Read News
1925 Furlong Run, Lawrenceville 30043

FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
Greetings,
Looks like we have “weathered” the pollen once again, I hope everyone made it through without too
much headache.
I have written a lot about permanent memberships and how we need to change the way
that we raise money for the community that we all live in. I am under the impression that this has
caused some confusion and distrust on what is being proposed.
So let me change gears here, first this is a “long term” goal, it’s not going to be done this year, and
maybe not the next, but it is something that this board, subsequent boards and you as a homeowner
will need to work toward if we want to keep the amenities or the upkeep of the entrances in this
subdivision.
When one half of the neighborhood doesn’t even feel the need to participate in paying the
community dues, while being asked over and over again to contribute, it seems from my perspective
that we are fighting a losing battle. I don’t understand how those that don’t feel the need or want to
support just the upkeep of the entrances for their own neighborhood. So, at this point, I would again
like those that have not paid their Community dues, to please pay, it’s really as basic as your civic
duty to keep the community and the entrances that you use every day properly maintained.
I think for Steeplechase to have the funds to repair and replace the pool, tennis courts, playground entrances and other miscellaneous items that come up, we need to have every homeowner
“pledged” to supporting the neighborhood with a dues structure that is commensurate to what
needs to be done. With this pledge, you would be bound legally to pay, and agree to consequences
if you don’t. If we have 428 homes each contributing something to the cause, each homeowner
would have to contribute less, because it’s spread out over more homeowners contributions, does
that make sense? So for now, we are working on getting as many as we can contributing $100 to
fund the Community obligations and we will continue to work on getting more permanent members,
but that will take time.
One proposal that is being considered would be to see Gwinnett County collect the dues
and then it would be a part of what I would consider an escrow account (much like your taxes and
insurance you pay now thru your mortgage), that way its comes out automatically and you don’t
have to worry about writing that check every year. Again, just a proposal, we are trying to find a way
to have everyone participate without the hassle of asking everyone every year to pay.
While knowing that being a permanent member is a long term goal for our neighborhood, we ask
those that have not paid their $100 for the Community dues to get out that checkbook and write
that check or go to Steeplechase.org and pay via CC while you are thinking about it.
With Best Regards,
Scot Sherwin
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COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
April showers bring May flowers. As we got some much needed rain this past month, it sure is time for some good ol’
sunshine. This has been a busy and productive month for the SRHA community. We had an excellent turnout for the
Easter egg hunt and had 4 trees removed for safety and beautification for our neighborhood and continuous maintenance throughout the grounds. Thank you to everyone that paid their community fees. For those of you who have not
paid your dues yet, hurry up and get caught up with the rest of us. We have a lot of plans for this aging neighborhood
but without community support, involvement, and payments, nothing will happen. Your house is probably one of your
largest investments and a great way to keep the value up is to pay your community dues. You can go to
www.steeplechase.org and click the payment tab.
This time of year please keep your car doors locked at night and double check that your garage doors are secured
as well. There have been some minor theft issues in surrounding subdivisions and we need to keep an eye out for each
other here in Steeplechase.
Plan on attending the Steeplechase Garage Sale on May 1st and 2nd. Join in and get rid of some old stuff cluttering
up your house or buy some new stuff to clutter it up some more. Either way, see you then.
David Jones

FACILITY PRESIDENT
IS STEEPLECHASE A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE?
I used to think so but personally I do not believe it anymore!

That may upset some people but let me explain why I said this. We have 428 homes in the subdivision and only half pay
community dues. Everyone uses the entrances and I know there are no helicopter pads here.
Our facility only has 106 members so far this year but if we could get 135 facility members every year and 428 community members, we would be in good shape. And, if that would happen, we would not have to raise dues again. Right
now, it takes $70,000 a year to maintain the bills and to put bandaids on the aging pool, entrance walls and tennis
courts. Our entrance walls are ready to fall because of the way they were built and the ever growing tree roots.
We have work sessions several times a year because we do not have the money to pay someone to make repairs and
our last session, 10 members cared enough about the subdivision to show up. That was 8 families out of 428 homes. I
realize that not everyone can work at the sessions but everyone can pay their dues and then we could hire some help.
What would happen if these people that have been doing this volunteer work say, “the heck with it – I don’t care either”? What would this place look like? I know everyone is busy and we try to make the work sessions in between tennis seasons and kids’ activities. We even post a list of needed repairs in the hallway at the pavilion so anyone can sign
up for something at their convenience. But unfortunately, very few even do that.
I do not use the pool nor play tennis but I have been a member for 28 years and have always been at the work sessions.
I take pride in what I have and don’t consider myself a parasite. [synonym: freeloader, deadbeat or dependent]. It’s time
to tell it like it is.
You may not use the facility or think that it matters to the value of your home but it does! Talk to any realtor and they
will say how they always show the amentities and if they are in disrepair – good luck on getting good money for your
home. I hope this letter “HITS HOME” and encourages you to join because in due time, you could be that homeowner
selling his home.
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Nate Orrico

SWIM & TENNIS DIRECTOR
Steeplechase Swimming Pool The pool officially opens May 9th, so pay your Facility dues and enjoy the benefits! As a reminder, any Facility Member who brings a guest to our pool, must pay $1 p/p in the drop
box at pool pump door. We do have security cameras, and this will be monitored on a daily
basis. If you are a Facility Member, you CANNOT bring a Steeplechase neighbor who has
not paid Facility dues to the pool as a guest. This is in our bylaw's posted on our website. As we struggle to get Community and Facility members to pay each year, I hope you
understand the rule and abide by it. A list of additional pool rules will be posted at the entrance of the pool as well. Remember that we do NOT have Lifeguards or pool attendants,
so please help keep the area clean by checking your area, straightening the chairs and tables, put umbrellas down during inclement weather, and most importantly PICK UP YOUR
TRASH AND THROW IT AWAY! If you use the grill, make sure the coals are burned out before you leave. We really appreciate your efforts with this in advance!

Steeplestation Stingray Swim Team Swim team registration was held Mar. 21st weekend. If your child would still like to sign up,
go to www.steeplestation.com for further information. If spots are still available, late fees
will be listed. You may also contact edwin@edwinholtinsurance.com for additional information. Please look for swim team practice times and meets posted at the pool and on our
website at www.steeplechase.org. Practice begins after school the week of May 11th from 36:30pm until May 20th. Regular practice times are Monday-Friday, 8-11:45am. After
11:45am, the shallow end and 3 lanes are available for other Facility members until clinics
are done usually by 1pm in the deep end. Our first meet is a practice meet against our own
team on May 21st. We have two other HOME meets on May 28th and June 4th. All other
meets are AWAY. When there is a HOME meet, the pool closes at 4pm to Facility Members
for setup, however, any Facility Member can come to watch. The meets start at 6pm and
normally do not end until 10pm with cleanup till 11pm. UPDATED SCHEDULE 5/2/15

May 21st - HOME - Team Photo/Practice Meet - 4-9pm
May 28th - HOME - Richland Waves - 4-10pm
June 4th - Away - Rivermoore Park Rip Tide - 4-10pm
June 11th - HOME– against Hidden Falls
June 18th - HOME- against Berkshire Barracudas
June 25th - Away against Wild Timber
June 29th - Away against Edgewater Lightning
July 7th - Swim Team Banquet at Cross Pointe Church

Tennis Tournament
If you enjoy the game of tennis
in Steeplechase and you enjoy
the social benefits of this great
community, then we would like
to challenge each and every one
of you to SIGN UP for the upcoming tennis tournament! If
you are on one of the teams in
Steeplechase, it should be a priority of yours to be representative of this tournament and supportive of its goals! Keep in
mind that this is our ONLY organized event that raises funds for
our neighborhood, all the while
benefiting a local charity. Additionally we want to appeal to
each of the captains to encourage each member on their team
to sign up TODAY!
How you can help:
1. Find a partner and register for
the tournament
2. Donate something for the
silent auction or player bags.
3. Make a cash donation.
4. Volunteer to help out at the
tournament. Come to the party
(non-tournament participants
can enjoy the party for $15)

The majority of the money generated from the tournament
actually comes from the Silent
Auction. In addition to signing
up TODAY, please donate items
for bid. Use your imagination
and have YOUR bid item(s) be
the most coveted of all the rest!
You can have bragging rights on
I'm happy to announce that we will have a high ALTA C-Mixed Team this summer. Please
the popularity of YOUR bid item
contact Co-Captains, Christy Vallance at christyvallance@bellsouth.net or Steve Curry
(s) and know that it raised monat steve86951@gmail.com if you are interested in joining. The matches are on Saturdays at ey for two very good causes!
9am and begin on May 30th and run till July 11th. Playoff's and City Finals are the weekends Lastly, we ARE a family…a tennis
family! We don’t care if you eat
after if we are lucky to make it that far.
all your vegetables tonight, but
PLEASE sign up TODAY or
As most of you already have seen our banners at the entrances, we have our annual tennis
donate, donate, donate!!!!
tournament right around the corner (May 14-17 and our Steeplechase tennis courts)!
Whether you play only once during the season or throughout the year, please take just a
moment to consider the cost and effort that goes into keeping these courts…..YOUR courts,
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in operation! These courts are disintegrating right before our eyes and it doesn’t take 20/20
vision to see they are in dire need of repair! These repairs, even the smallest of ones, are
costly and require manpower (generally volunteers within our tennis family).

Tennis

Sincerely, Nickie Sears-Schroeder

Community Social Director
Parents & Kiddos,
Just wanted to take a moment to thank all of you for joining us this year at the Easter Egg Hunt and
party. We had a lot of fun decorating cupcakes, eating snacks, playing musical chairs and hunting
fun-filled eggs. Thanks again to Meg Lovejoy and Nickie Sears-Schroeder for all of their help in making this neighborhood activity extra special! We had a great turn out ( about 34 neighborhood children) on a beautiful spring day! We love that you came out and made fun memories with your
Steeplechase community. Enjoy this beautiful weather and we’ll see you on Memorial Day for the
parade.
The parade will begin at 10am at the Dean Rd Entrance. IF you would like to be in the parade then
decorate your vehicle, bicycle, or even your golf cart in a patriotic theme and come join in on the
fun. The Parade will end in the parking lot of the Facility Pool (on Furlong) where a traditional
water balloon battle ensues. So, bring your water balloons ( please make sure they are filled only
with water, you will be asked to leave if anything else is used) and your smile and come have some
fun with your neighbors!
Jennifer Leo

Our Steeplechase Youth Hard at Work

Some of our Steeplechase Youth sold
over 300 boxes of Girl Scout Cookies in
the neighborhood this Spring.
Nylah Nabhan, Sarah Kate Brooks,
Alli Forrest and Isabella Gonzalez.
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Facility Social Director

Memorial Day party
Please join us to celebrate Memorial Day with our Steeplechase family!!!
May 25, 2015 at 12:30pm
In order for me to plan food and activities I will need a head count of all participants.
Please email me your RSVP (name, and how many family members attending) no later than May
15, 2015 (I need to order the food) to Facility.social@steeplechase.com.
Please understand that if I don’t have your RSVP by the deadline, you will not be allowed to
participate. Since the facility will be providing the meat, paper goods and condiments, we ask that
the neighbors provide the sides and desserts.
For those families with the last name A-M you will be responsible for desserts and for those
families with the last name N-Z you will be responsible for side dishes. Everyone brings their own
beverages. We will be having lots of games, music and prizes. If you would like to volunteer to
help set up or cook – please let me know.
I hope to see you there!

Meg Lovejoy

Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners Town Hall Meetings I FREE
May 12 at 6:15pm. The Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners wants to hear from you. Join them
for the final of in a series of four town hall meetings. Beginning at 6:15pm, representatives from
County departments will hold an open house to answer your questions and talk about the different
services they provide. At 7:00pm, the commissioners invite you to share your thoughts and ideas
about County government services. The final meeting will be held at the Hudgens Center for the
Arts, located at 6400 Sugarloaf Parkway in Duluth.
Water Wise Landscaping Workshop I FREE
May 12 from 7:00pm to 8:00pm. Come learn how your landscaping can be water wise to both you
and the environment. Register through the Stormwater Management Division
atdwrswreg@gwinnettcounty.com with your name, address, and phone number or call 678.376.7193
and press 5. Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center Auditorium, 75 Langley Drive in Lawrenceville.
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GARDEN CLUB CORNER

Advertisements
For the first three
months of the year
(January– March), the
newsletter will be distributed to the entire
neighborhood (428
homes), in addition to
being sent via E-blast.
In April, we will begin
our regular E-blast distribution.

The Garden Club would like to
congratulate
Ron & Lori Thomas
2050 Furlong Run
For winning Yard of the Month
for April!

What are you doing
for Spring?
How about Summer?
Become the best you
can be at Tiger Rock
Martial Arts!!

6 Weeks for
$99!!
Includes free Dri-Fit
shirt!
www.tigerrockatlanta.
com

770-962-7333

6

**BONUS**
Bring this neighborhood ad with you and
we will donate $25 to the H.O.A. of your
neighborhood!!

Next to
Planet
Fitness!!

Advertisements
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BABYSITTING & PET SITTING
Your Steeplechase Youth

Hi Neighbors! My name is Rebecca Rawlings and
I am an experienced babysitter and pet sitter. I
would love to get to know you and your family and
help out whenever you need a helping hand or a
break. Just call me at 770-910-7321 and let me
know when you need me!

My name is Briana Bagnasco and I
am a senior in high school. I live
here in Steeplechase and I love helping out with all the kids in our neighborhood. I am available to take care
of your children when you want to
go out for a while or just need a
break.
You can reach me on my cell phone
at (678) 327-3292
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Emily Hall, daughter of Dawn Garner
770-826-4009
Babysitter
Pet sitter
House sitter
Talented musician & singer available
for parties. Covers songs that
preteens, teens and adults love!
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Lawrenceville, GA 30043
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Calendar of Events 2015
May 1st & 2nd——————————-————-Community Garage Sale 8am-2pm
May 9th———————————————–———––————————POOL OPENS
May 14-17————————————-—————-Friends Love Tennis Tournament
May 25th—————————–———–—– -Memorial Day Parade and Facility Party
June
————————————————————————-Screen on The Green
July 4th————————————–—–—————-Facility Independence Day Party
August 8th————————————–-Community Back to School Ice Cream Social
Sept 20th———————————————————————————POOL CLOSES

Stay Current With Steeplechase News! Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter!
Or go to WWW.STEEPLECHASE.ORG
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