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Get involved with your neighborhood and serve on the Steeplechase Resident Home-

owners Association Board!  We will be holding a General Election on November 18 at 

7pm to vote on who will be overseeing the progress of our neighborhood.  If you would 

like an opportunity to serve your community, now is the time to step forward and put 

your name in the running! Please send your name, address and position that you would 

like to run for to communications@steeplechase.org. 

Do you have a talent for Party planning? Then we have a job for you!  Do you have a 

knack for Website management?  There’s a place for you too!  We need residents that 

are interested in giving their time and talents to keep our neighborhood a great place to 

live.   

Do you love organizing groups of people and making things happen?  Come out and 

show us that you want to be involved!  Everyone’s time is a precious commodity, but 

this is important.  For most of us, our home is our biggest investment, so why not take 

some time to make it better!   At the bottom of this page there are a list of all board 

member positions, look through them and see what interests you!  If you would like a 

description of the position you can find it on page 9 of this newsletter!  Happy Serving! 

Board Position Current Board Member Status for 2015 

Chairman of The Board Scot Sherwin Open Position 

Secretary Raylene Cochran Will Return if Elected 

Treasurer Donna Redmond Open  Position 

Community President Steve  Curry Open Position 

Communications Director Laura Cross Will Return if Elected 

Community Social Director Jennifer Leo Open Position 

Facility President Nate Orrico Open Position 

Facility Social Director Ivette Tomas Open Position 

Swim/Tennis Director Sally Campbell Open Position 

Operations Director Joe Brand Open Position 

Webmaster Joe Reda Open Position 

November 18th @ 7pm 
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FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN  

ADVERTISEMENTS 

For the first three months of the year 

(January– March), the newsletter  will be  

distributed to the entire neighborhood (428 

homes), in addition to being sent via E-blast.  

In April, we will begin our regular E-blast 

distribution. 

 

Greetings, 

As I have stated in the past, there is a conversation that has needed to take place for several 

years and that also requires some straight talk about our Neighborhood.   Steeplechase is a 

swim and tennis community and that will remain a fact regardless whether your particular 

household uses the facilities.  I have had several conversations with local real estate agents 

and it is clear to me that the facility directly affects the perceived value of your home when it 

is time to sell. 

We can no longer continue as a voluntary dues neighborhood.  Changes need to be made to 

our By-Laws to accommodate the reality of the situation that we are currently in and have 

been in for years. 

 As I stated previously, the real estate agents that sell in Steeplechase can objectively compare 

the pricing of this neighborhood to the other comparable neighborhoods around us.    We 

have been told that people ARE looking for mandatory communities to live in and will pay a 

premium.   It is estimated that the houses in Steeplechase COULD get an additional $20,000, 

for merely being a mandatory association. 

We have about $320K of identified projects and future projects that will need to take place 

within this neighborhood and we have about $20K saved to accomplish this, so as you see we 

have an issue. 

Right now it  costs approximately  $70,000 to run the pool and maintain the entrances 

(landscape, watering, lighting etc.),  which we just barely cover each year, so that leaves no 

room for any savings for future projects. 

If it gets to the point where something goes awry  with the pool and Steeplechase doesn’t have 

the money available to fix those issues, then the pool goes away!  It would become  a perma-

nently covered pool with no access.  That scenario directly affects the value and desirability of 

your home. 

 At the  next membership meeting, a discussion will ensue for  a plan to go to a Permanent 

HOA or POA (Property Owners Association) in which every property owner would 

(eventually) be a permanent member.  This will also include discussion about  a flat rate for a 

Permanent member that starts at $100 and increases each year until $300 is reached and 

there would be an option to join the facility for an additional  cost between $150-$200. 

This will have to be a voluntary action for each household.  If you don’t want to join you do 

not have to at this time, but we need to discuss making changes to our By-Laws that would 

eventually put in place a mandatory HOA or POA.   This would  give the Homeowner’s Associ-

ation the right to make the new property owner a permanent member when the current prop-

erty owner decides to sell. 

Once we get this established, we will turn the compliance portion of this to an outside compa-

ny that specializes in keeping up with everyone paying their dues. 

So would you pay $300 a year to potentially get a return of $20,000? Even if you 

are here for 15 years and you have an additional $4500 invested, your home value may be 
$30-40,000 more in that time. Can you honestly argue that you don’t want that extra money 

in your pocket?  Some of you are going to say that you moved here because it was not manda-

tory,  I get it, but the facts show that non-mandatory associations don’t work!   We all have an 

option and an opportunity  to ensure we get the most value out of our homes.  It’s time we 

had a real discussion about this because  this community is at a cross roads.   I want the best 
opportunity for my individual home value, don’t you? I also want to be apart of  a great com-

munity. Don’t  you want Steeplechase to be a place you are proud to say you live in?   If we 

lose that then it’s lost…forever. 
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FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT  

The most important message I have this month is to encourage you to attend the 

general membership meeting on Tuesday, November 18 at 7:00pm at our pavil-

ion.   

Our facility is aging and we must take steps now to ensure our ability to update/

repair as needed.  The value of each and every home is affected by residents who 

do not join the community.  We need 100% participation in community mem-

bership to keep Steeplechases’ home values current.  If everyone joined and paid 

their fair dues, we would not have to raise our fees.  Join us at the meeting to 

learn of the steps we need to take as a venture to make community dues manda-

tory.  We are at a critical juncture! 

I wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving.  If you are traveling, have a 

safe trip! 

 

Nate Orrico 

 

FROM YOUR FACILITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR 

Facility Holiday/Christmas Cookie Swap 

Facility members (Adults Only) come join us at the pavilion on Monday, Decem-

ber 15 from 7pm-9pm for our Holiday/Christmas cookie swap. All cookies must 

be home-made (not bakery or store bought). Make your favorite cookie recipe! 

Variety is what we are looking for – Dare to be different!! 

Rules: 

All participants should prepare 6 dozen cookies (from a single recipe) 
Bring container to bring home your cookies  

 
Please email an RSVP to facility.social@steeplechase.com or                                  

eevette1@gmail.com along with a copy of the recipe by December 1st. All partici-
pants that RSVP and provide their recipe by that date will receive a special recipe 
booklet with a copy of all of the recipes submitted. (Late entries will NOT be in-

cluded in the booklet) 
 

Cider/punch will be served 
Prizes to be awarded for the most original cookie and for the best looking presentation 

 
Happy Baking!!!! 

Yvette 
 

Don’t forget that this might be a great way to put together an original assort-
ment of cookies to take to parties or give to co-workers or teachers as holiday 

gifts! 

I have enjoyed being your communi-

ty president during the past two 

years, and appreciate the support 

everyone has given me and the 

board members in general.  This is a 

great neighborhood, and it has been 

great to see people turning out for 

our workdays, social events, swim 

and tennis teams, and supporting 

board initiatives over the past two 

years.  I have served the maximum 

number of years allowed by the by-

laws, and so will be stepping down. I 

would encourage anyone with an 

interest in the neighborhood and 

community to consider becoming 

involved with the SRHA Board gen-

erally and the community president 

position specifically.  It’s a great way 

to meet people, stay abreast with 

what’s going on in our community, 

and pitch in to make positive 

change.  If you are interested, you 

can email me 

at community.president@steeplecha

se.org, or you can email Laura Cross 

atcommunications@steeplechase.or

g.  In the meantime, there is still 

more to do this fall.  We’ll be having 

an neighborhood workday Novem-

ber 8, and we’ll be putting up holi-

day decorations at the entrances 

around Thanksgiving.  Be sure to put 

the workday on your calendar, and if 

you want to pitch in with the decora-

tions, let me know. 

  

Thanks. 

  

Steve Curry 

FROM YOUR  

COMMUNITY PRESIDENT  

mailto:facility.social@steeplechase.com
mailto:eevette1@gmail.com
mailto:community.president@steeplechase.org
mailto:community.president@steeplechase.org
mailto:communications@steeplechase.org
mailto:communications@steeplechase.org
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FROM YOUR SWIM AND TENNIS DIRECTOR 

Tennis News: 

 

Fall ALTA has ended and Winter season is just around the corner, starting in January. A huge thank you to 
our captains and co-captains for making it possible to have our tennis teams in Steeplechase!  

The Winter season brings Mixed Doubles and Senior Mixed Doubles to the courts.  If you would like more 
information, please contact me at swim.tennis@steeplechase.org. Although the roster deadline has past, 
players who have played at a lower or equivalent level of our teams can be added after the captains’ meet-
ing in December.  

Reminder to all of our tennis players: Please remember that the courts should be left clean after 
you finish playing. All gates should be locked, bathrooms checked and locked, and court trashcans should 
be emptied. And if you are playing at night, please be sure to turn off the lights unless there is someone 
playing after you. As there will be no team practices during the week, please make sure that the courts are 
kept clean. 

Reminder to all us – although we love our animals and children, please keep all pets off the courts, as 
well as skateboards, roller blades, bicycles, etc.  

Court reservations are made at www.reservemycourt.com. All facility members are allowed 2 sign ups per 
week per family. Pavilion availability is also posted. 

 
Swim Team News: 

 
There has been some concern over the past year about the possibility of the swim team moving to another 
neighborhood. I have had a conversation with the swim team’s chairman and the swim team will stay in 
Steeplechase in 2015.  A meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 12 at 7:30 at the Pool Pavilion 
for all SRHA Swim Team parents to discuss any questions and concerns you may have regarding the swim 
team and it’s future at Steeplechase. The Swim Team is important to our neighborhood and I hope to see 
all of our Swim Team families represented at this meeting. 

 
Elsewhere in the newsletter you will see one item that will be presented at our November General Meet-
ing is for facility members to approve keeping the outside swimmer fee at $30 per swimmer for the next 5 
years. Hopefully this will simplify the yearly negotiations with the swim team moving forward. 

 
Board elections will be held at the November meeting. I have enjoyed serving as the Swim-Tennis Director 
for the past two years, and it is time pass the racquet and fins to someone else. If you are interested please 
email the board at board@steeplechase.org. We have plenty of opportunities to serve this great neighbor-
hood to keep it the BEST in Gwinnett! 

 
Sally Campbell 

mailto:swim.tennis@steeplechase.org
http://www.reservemycourt.com/
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Here are a few reminders for gardening during November: 

-It is now time to plant your spring flowering bulbs such as daffodils, hyacinths and iris. 

-Prepare Christmas cactus for Christmas blooms by placing the plant in a cool location.  Do not allow more 

than 10-12 hours of daylight.  Keep the soil on the dry side. 

-If you haven’t done so, it’s time to clean the vegetable garden area of dead vegetation that may harbor in-

sects and disease. 

-Keep wet leaves raked from lawn grasses that may block sunlight. 

-November through March is ideal for spreading dolomitic lime on Bermuda. 

-The dormant period, late November through February, is the ideal time to plant or transplant trees and 

shrubs.  

As a reminder, listed below are the Yard of the Month winners who are eligible for a $25 gift card drawing at our gen-

eral membership meeting on Tuesday, November 18 at 7:00pm.  You must be present to win! 

Bensons, Brown, Cochran, Griffis, Leavell, Nastasi, Partadiharia, Ragsdale, Redmond, Sakalik, Schroeder,  

 Tippet, York 

The Garden Club Congratulates 

The November Yard of the Month  Decoration winners: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for making Steeplechase festive and fun! 

The Ragsdale Family 

1320 Steeple Run 

The Tippet Family 

2100 Paddock Ct 

The Schroeder Family 

1061 Steeple Run  
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C.O.P.S Program 

You are cordially invited to meet with the East Precinct C.O.P.S 

Program, Officer Brewer.  

Presentation will be on 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 

At 6:30 pm at the Pavilion.  

Please come prepare to discuss any issues or concerns that you 

might need answered  

 

Tips for the Kitchen on 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

Make sure your smoke alarms 

are working. Stay in the 

kitchen when you are cook-

ing on the stovetop so you 

can keep an eye on the food 

Stay in the home when cooking 

your turkey and check on it 

frequently, 

Keep children away from the 

stove.  The stove will be hot 

and kids should stay 3 feet 

away. 

Make sure kids stay away from 

hot food and liquids.  The 

steam or splash from vegeta-

bles, gravy or coffee could 

cause serious burns, 

Keep the floor clear so you 

don’t tip over kids, toys, 

pocketbooks or bags. 

Keep knives out of the reach of 

children. 

Be sure electric cords from an 

electric knife, coffee maker, 

plate warmer or mixer are 

not dangling off the counter 

within easy reach of a child. 

Keep matches and utility light-

ers out of the reach of chil-

dren—up high in a locked 

cabinet. 

Never leave children alone in a 

room with a lit candle. 

  Test them by pushing the test 

button. 

FROM DENISE NORTON 

  

Make sure your holiday is a safe one with these Thanksgiving safety tips. 

Remove fall-related objects that might allow access to your home.  For example, 

ladders for cleaning leaves out of gutters can be used to enter a window or 

scale a fence. 

 Don’t post travel plans on Facebook, Twitter or MySpace letting people know 

that you will be out of town. 

Turn your telephone ringer down so no one outside can hear repeated rings, and 

review your answering machine message to make sure it does not imply that 

you are away. 

Make sure to have all mail, newspapers, ad delivers stopped or picked up by a 

neighbor, friend or relative. 

Never leave a key hidden outside.  Burglars know all the best hiding places. 

Secure all windows, including those upstairs and reduce the chance of easy entry 

by cutting tree limbs away from second-story windows. 

Have a friend move your car occasionally if it is parked in the driveway, 

Use timers to operate lights. 
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SRHA KIDS CORNER 
CONGRATS TO NICK NEIDERT – son of Bill & Joyce Neidert of Glyndon Hunt. 

It’s not often that Steeplechase can boast about our teenagers being in the news but when we can, we like to do so. 

Nick Neidert, a senior at Peachtree Ridge, plays on Team Elite Prime and played in the WWBA World Championship game 

this weekend in Jupiter, Florida.  Here’s the article that was written about him: 

“The beauty of Jupiter is that year-in and year-out pitchers come out and take their prospect status to the next level.  Nick Nei-

dert (2015, Lawrenceville, GA.) put himself in that group on Saturday afternoon, in what was a big time matchup for Team 

Elite Prime against Chet Lemon’s Juice. 

Neidert has already developed the reputation as one of the most consistent performers on the tournament circuit, and he did 

nothing but enhance that reputation on Saturday.  He tossed a complete game shutout for Team Elite and did so on just 80 

pitches.  He allowed just two hits, and to say he was rarely squared up would be an understatement.  Neidert cracked bats, 

made hitters uncomfortable by working inside and consistently forced them to pound the baseball into the dirt.  He touched 

96 mph in the first inning and worked consistently at 92-95 mph all the way through the final out.  In fact, his fastball of the 

night checked at 95. 

In one particular at bat in the middle innings, Neidert showed a skill that put him at the next level as a potential draft pro-

spect.  He started a hitter with back-to-back sharp 11 to 5 curveballs at 77 and 78 mph on the outside corner, then finished 

him with a spill-back two-seam fastball right on the outside corner for a called third strike at 94mph. 

Neidert is now not only an aggressive strike throwing arm with a live fastball, but a pitcher with plus stuff and a high level of 

pitching aptitude.  Combinations like that don’t come much more dangerous for opposing hitters.” 

Congrats to our home-grown athlete – Steeplechase is very proud of you! 

 

A Night for Celebrating Daughters with their Fathers 

Jackson Elementary Father Daughter Dance 2014–  

Thanks to Mary Hoelscher-Gonzalez for sharing this beautiful photo with the neighborhood! 

 FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Joe and Alli Forrest, Dexter and Morgan Sturdivant (outside the neighborhood), Peter and Hannah Sakaris,                       

Greg and McKenna Butera, Jon and Kate Lovejoy, Paula and Lindy Ankorn, Jose and Isabella Gonzalez, Fadi and Nylah Nabhan,                                            

Mike and Sarah Kate Brooks 
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Chairman of the Board presides over Board Meetings, helps to monitor zoning activities pertaining to Steeplechase, helps 

to audit the Association’s financials quarterly and contributes an article to the monthly newsletter. Must be a Facility Member. 

Secretary keeps the minutes of all Board Meetings, maintains all lists, books, papers, documents and files as directed by the 

Board of Directors, provides homeowners copies of Meeting Agenda and/or Minutes as requested and documents all changes 

to the By-Laws.  Responsible for managing reservations of pool pavilion. Can be held by a Community Member or a Facility 

Member. 

Treasurer prepares the annual Association Budget, maintains the Association’s financials including all payments, deposits 

and records.  Can be held by a Community member or a Facility Member. 

Community President prepares the annual Community Budget, ensures maintenance, functionality and beautification of 

the neighborhood entrances, welcomes new residents, recruits Community level Members as forecasted, helps to monitor zon-

ing activities pertaining to Steeplechase, helps to audit the Association’s financials quarterly, presides over all meeting of Com-

munity Directors, deals with Community level Members relating to Community level matters and contributes an article to the 

monthly newsletter. Can be held by a Community member or a Facility  Member. 

Communications Director is responsible for the development, production and distribution of the monthly Newsletter and 

annual directory: maintains all directories and assists in all communications with the neighborhood as required. Can be held by 

a Community Member or a Facility Member. 

Community Social Director is responsible for organizing and coordinating Community level social functions and seasonal 

activities as well as other such duties defined by the Board of Directors.  Helps to prepare the annual Community Budget. Can 

be held by a Community Member or a Facility Member. 

Webmaster is responsible for maintaining the Steeplechase website and online accounts, sending neighborhood email com-

munications, posting the monthly Newsletter online and monitoring the web service account. Can be held by a Community 

Member or a Facility Member. 

Facilities President prepares the annual Facility Budget, insures the maintenance, functionality and beautification of the 

Facility Recreational Area, welcomes new residents, recruits Facility level members as forecasted, helps to audit the Associa-

tion’s financials quarterly, presides over all meeting of Facility Directors, deals with Facility level members relating to Facility 

matters, sets operational rules for the Facility Recreational Area and contributes an article to the  monthly newsletter.  Must be 

a Facility Member. 

Facility Social Director is responsible for  organizing and coordinating Facility level Social functions and seasonal activities 

social as well other duties defined by the Board of Directors.  Helps in  Facility level membership recruitment, preparation of the 

annual Facility budget and all communications regarding the Facility.  Must be a Facility Member. 

Facility Operations Director is responsible for communication and coordination with all third party contractors for main-

taining the daily operations of the Facility Recreational areas  and other such duties as defined by the Board of Directors.  

Helps in the preparation of the annual Facility Budget and the development of the rules  for the Facility Recreational areas. 

Must be a Facility Member. 

Facility Swim and Tennis Director  is responsible for the organization and scheduling of tennis and swim team league 

participation as  well as other such duties defined by the Board of Directors.  Also responsible to ensure that outside fees are 

paid by non-residential participants. Must be a Facility Member. 

DESCRIPTION OF BOARD POSITIONS 
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DESIGN BY DIANA 
DO YOU WANT TO UPDATE YOUR KITCHEN? 

WANT A NEW LOOK? 

Now that the kids are back in school,  

give your home a facelift! 

Have your old cabinets REFINISHED 

CALL 770-962-0788 
Services provided: 

Faux Painting,  Interior Design, 
 Room Redesign,  Antiquing 

Ask about my HOLIDAY            
     discount 
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Your Steeplechase Youth  

BABYSITTING & PET SITTING  

Hi Neighbors! My name is Rebecca  Rawlings 

and I am 14 years old and am an experienced 

babysitter and pet sitter.  I would love to get to 

know you and your family and help out when-

ever you need a helping hand or a break.  Just 

call me at 770-910-7321 and let me know 

when you need me! 

My name is Briana Bagnasco and I 

am 17 years old.  I live here in Stee-

plechase and I love helping out with 

all the kids in our neighborhood.  I 

am available to take care of   your 

children when you want to go out 

for a while or just need a break.   

You can reach me on my cell phone 

at (678) 327-3292 

Emily Hall, age 18, daughter of  Dawn Garner 

770-826-4009 

Babysitter 

Pet sitter 

House sitter 

Talented musician & singer available 

for parties. Covers songs that 

preteens, teens and adults love! 

Available most days this summer!!!!! 
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Stay Current With Steeplechase News!  

Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter or go to 

WWW.STEEPLECHASE.ORG  

November Edition 


