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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
WELCOME FALL! It’s personally my favorite time of year and it always looks quintessential in
Steeplechase with all our mature trees. The Fall Equinox was on September 22 nd and so was
our Close the Pool Party. Where did the summer go??
There are lots of upcoming events in the ‘hood for the rest of the year…Community Yard
Sale, October 5 & 6, Arts & Crafts Fair/Chili Cookoff (open to everyone) October 13 th, Work
Day and Fall Festival on November 3rd and the General Membership Meeting on November
29th.
See the Community Social Director’s blurb elsewhere in this newsletter for details on the
Yard Sale – we have changed it up a little.
The Arts & Crafts Fair/Chili Cookoff was a BIG success last year. We have some very talented
residents, whether it’s sewing, jewelry making, baking, curating for charity or cooking chili!
It’s a WIN-WIN for everyone!
I have put together a list for the workday (in this newsletter) but this is just from my eyes.
Come out with your tools and work clothes and prepare to get dirty! Whatever you would
like to help with will be much appreciated. Later that night we will have our Fall Festival at
the Facility.
A neighborhood C.O.P.S. event is in the making – sometime before the end of the year.
Please see the flyer in this newsletter regarding the annual Public Safety Festival on October
6th at Coolray Field. This is in conjunction with the C.O.P.S program. If you have little ones
that love trucks and fire engines, they will love this. Even if you don’t…it’s a fun day.
The election for the 2019 Board Positions will be held at the November 29 th meeting. We
vote on ALL positions, but we have SEVEN OPEN spots since those current board members
have fulfilled their 2-year terms and Nate Orrico is retiring from his many, many, many years
of involvement on the Board.
Open Positions (in alphabetical order):

- Communications Director
- Community Social Director
- Facility Swim/Tennis Director
- Operations Director

- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Web Master

We have some interest in a couple of these positions but PLEASE email the Board if you are
interested in any of these or if you would like to nominate someone else. Descriptions of
each position can be found in THIS newsletter and in the Bylaws on the website (Section V,
Articles 6-15). No experience is required!
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DESCRIPTION OF SRHA BOARD POSITIONS
Chairman of the Board presides over Board Meetings, helps to monitor zoning activities pertaining to Steeplechase, helps to audit the Association’s financials quarterly and contributes an article to the monthly newsletter. Must
be a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Secretary keeps the minutes of all Board Meetings, maintains all lists, books, papers, documents and files as
directed by the Board of Directors, provides homeowners copies of Meeting Agenda and/or Minutes as requested and
documents all changes to the By-Laws. Responsible for managing reservations of pool pavilion. Can be held by a
Community Member or a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Treasurer prepares the annual Association Budget, maintains the Association’s financials including all payments, deposits and records. Can be held by a Community member or a Facility Member. Receives 100% off Facility
Dues*
Community President prepares the annual Community Budget, ensures maintenance, functionality and beautification of the neighborhood entrances, welcomes new residents, recruits Community level Members as forecasted,
helps to monitor zoning activities pertaining to Steeplechase, helps to audit the Association’s financials quarterly, presides over all meeting of Community Directors, deals with Community level Members relating to Community level matters and contributes an article to the monthly newsletter. Can be held by a Community member or a Facility Member.
Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Communications Director is responsible for the development, production and distribution of the monthly
Newsletter and annual directory: maintains all directories and assists in all communications with the neighborhood as
required. Can be held by a Community Member or a Facility Member. Receives 100% off Facility Dues*
Community Social Director is responsible for organizing and coordinating Community level social
functions and seasonal activities as well as other such duties defined by the Board of Directors. Helps to prepare the
annual Community Budget. Can be held by a Community Member or a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility
Dues*
Webmaster is responsible for maintaining the Steeplechase website and online accounts, sending neighborhood email communications, posting the monthly Newsletter online and monitoring the web service account. Can be
held by a Community Member or a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Facilities President prepares the annual Facility Budget, insures the maintenance, functionality and beautification of the Facility Recreational Area, welcomes new residents, recruits Facility level members as forecasted, helps
to audit the Association’s financials quarterly, presides over all meeting of Facility Directors, deals with Facility level
members relating to Facility matters, sets operational rules for the Facility Recreational Area and contributes an article
to the monthly newsletter. Must be a Facility Member. Receives 100% off Facility Dues*
Facility Social Director is responsible for organizing and coordinating Facility level Social functions and seasonal activities social as well other duties defined by the Board of Directors. Helps in Facility level membership recruitment, preparation of the annual Facility budget and all communications regarding the Facility. Must be a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Facility Operations Director is responsible for communication and coordination with all third party contractors for maintaining the daily operations of the Facility Recreational areas and other such duties as defined by the
Board of Directors. Helps in the preparation of the annual Facility Budget and the development of the rules for the Facility Recreational areas. Must be a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
Facility Swim and Tennis Director is responsible for the organization and scheduling of tennis and swim team
league participation as well as other such duties defined by the Board of Directors. Also responsible to ensure that
outside fees are paid by non-residential participants. Must be a Facility Member. Receives 50% off Facility Dues*
*All Board Members in good standing will receive a gift of partial or full refund of their Facility Dues for the previous
year at the end of their year served, as indicated in the SRHA Bylaws. Community Dues must be paid in full by the
Board Member and will not be refunded.
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR ARE INTERESTED IN REPRESENTING THE STEEPLECHASE COMMUNITY AS A BOARDS
MEMBER, PLEASE CONTACT SOMEONE ON THE CURRENT BOARD OR ATTEND THE NOVEMBER 29 GENERAL MEETING, 7:30PM, AT THE PAVILION
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
Greetings everyone!
As always, there is a lot going on behind the scenes to keep this place looking good.
I want to thank Greg Butera for helping me construct a new grate for the grill at the
pool. He and I replaced the worn-out grate that supports the charcoal underneath.
He has a welder and the experience to fabricate metal, and now we have a new
grate, THANKS Greg!!!!!

2018
Steeplechase Board
Chairman
Stella York

Chairman@steeplechase.org

Community President

We have several board members leaving or rotating out, many of you have lived
here for many years and if you have not had a chance to get on the board to help
your community, this is your chance.

Scot Sherwin

It takes some effort to address the maintenance issues and other things that we
incur here at Steeplechase, as in the example above, with Greg’s help, we saved
several hundred dollars. We all have a talent or experience that is useful, why not
bring that to your community by getting on the board. We have been fortunate
to have a small group of people that care enough to get involved. But that will not
last forever, we need the next new guard to step up and bring this neighborhood
forward. Things do not get repaired or issues addressed without this dedicated
group of people.

Katherine Colley

I know you have a job, and maybe kids, but guess what, we all do. Yes, it will take a
little more effort, but isn’t the Community you live in and are raising a family in
worth it? If the entrance walls crumble or get damaged and there is no one to fix
that issue, how does that impact the community? If the pool goes into disrepair
and we can’t use it, how does that affect your property values and the perception
that Steeplechase is a great place to live? Yes, those things could happen, and its
not someone else’s problem, it’s also yours.
Get on the board, get involved in your community, your house value depends on it.
Scot Sherwin
Proud to be your Community President
Community.president@steeplechase.org

IT WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT !

General Membership Meeting
Thursday, November 29, 7:30pm at the Pavilion





At the meeting, among other things, we will elect our 2019 SRHA Board of Directors.
Each position is up for election each year.
We encourage you to consider becoming involved in the board, whether you would be
new or returning.
Position descriptions can be found on page 2 of this newsletter and online at Steeplechase.org (Info/Forms, SRHA ByLaws Amended 4-18-18, Article V), and will be posted in next
month’s newsletter.

Community.president@steeplechase.org

Community Social Director
Community.Social@steeplechase..org

Facility President
Jeremy Ladd

Facility.president@steeplechase.org

Facility Social Director

Mary Gonzalez
Facility.social@steeplechase.org

Swim/Tennis Director

Bill Wagner
Swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

Operations Director
Nate Orrico (770) 962-4668
Operations@steeplechase.org

Treasurer
Klarissa Reese
Treasurer@steeplechase.org

Secretary
Melissa Zornes
Secretary@steeplechase.org

Communications
Lori Thomas

Communications@steeplechase.org

Webmaster
Doug Benson

Webmaster@steeplechase.org

BRING FRESH IDEAS TO THE BOARD! GET TO KNOW SOMEONE NEW!

APPETIZERS WILL BE PROVIDED BY
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR FACILITY PRESIDENT
Hello Residents,
Well it has been a great year at the pool. Thank you to everyone who attended the close the pool party.
Our security system and deck have now been repaired,
and we are continuing to work with what little budget we
have left for the end of the year. If you are having a problem with your key fob, it is possible that the information
was lost when we re-installed the new system. Please let
me know and I will fix it for you.
One of the major projects that we are looking to complete
this year is the addition of a french drain at court 3, and
possibly (if the budget allows) on the driveway side of the
pool. I am currently looking for a company to provide us
with some bids, and if anyone out there knows of a good
company to install these, I would appreciate a referral.
Please email, text, or call me if you have someone in mind.
We are also looking into some work that needs to be done
with the pond, creek, and wooded area surrounding our
walkway between the courts. It has come to my attention
that we have an issue with ivy growing up the trees, and it
needs to be removed before it kills the trees. I will be
reaching out to our landscaping company for an estimate
on that as well.

The facility shed seems to be the “catch-all” for
soooo many things: tools, party decorations,
swim team lane dividers, signs, tarps, etc, etc,
etc!!! After a year of activities, the shed fills up
with untold items!!!
THANK GOODNESS for people like Mary Gonzalez and Katherine Colley for their time, dedication, hard work, and organization skills that
recently made it possible to put the pool furniture in the shed for the winter months!

Our pool is showing some serious signs of aging, and we
are looking into the possibility of re-plastering the pool.
The current quotes that we have are around $25,000 to
complete this project. I will be discussing this at the
general meeting in November.
A big thank you to Scot Sherwin for cleaning the fountain
in the pond, it has helped disperse a lot of the algae that
has been building up. And also to Scot and Greg Butera for
repairing the grill at the pool.
As always, please let me know if you see anything that
needs attention or repair, text 770-833-2722 or
email facility.president@steeplechase.org
Jeremy Ladd
Facility President
facility.president@steeplechase.org
770-833-2722
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We all had a great time as we closed the pool down for the
season. Thank you to everyone who brought canned or boxed
food to donate. We collected fifteen bags full of much needed
items and delivered everything to the Village of Hope here in
Lawrenceville. Their representatives were overwhelmed with
our donation...especially the laundry detergent!

Together, we make a difference.

Entertainment
by Don Law,
voted winner of
“Best Entertainer of 2011” by
Gwinnett Magazine.

Thanks to AJ,
Isabella, and
Ashley for
drawing this
scrabble
board on the
pool deck!
Fun idea—
adding to the
festivities!
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STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
WINTER ALTA UPDATES – MIXED DOUBLES TEAMS:
The sign up window for all ALTA winter adult leagues began on September 24, 2018. The deadline for
submitting all mixed double and senior mixed double rosters will be Friday, October 19, 2018. I have not
received any confirmations that Steeplechase teams will be forming for the winter season, so if you plan
on fielding a team, please contact me with further details. If you are interested in joining a team, please
contact me and I will direct you to the captains, once I know who they are.
ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS!!!
If you love tennis and plan on attending college, you don't want to miss this great opportunity!
With a generous endowment from the late Keith Wood, The ALTA Foundation is excited to announce
that they will be awarding (TEN) $2000 scholarships to college-bound high school seniors. ALTA began
accepting applications September 10, 2018. Please go to the ALTA website at https://
www.altatennis.org for further details.
SWIMMING POOL UPDATE:
The swimming pool closed for the winter on September 23, 2018. Registration for the youth Steeplestation Stingray swim team will be in March of 2019.
Please be reminded that available court times and team scheduling can be viewed
at the Reserve My Court website, go to www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations. This only includes courts 1, 2 and 3 at this time, as court 4 will remain out
of service indefinitely, due to a lack of funds to maintain its court surface

Bill Wagner
Swim & Tennis Director
swim.tennis@steeplechase.org

10 Values Tennis Teaches Kids For Life
1. Build self-confidence. One of the first things you learn in tennis
practice is to trust yourself and your instincts. ...
2. Accept Responsibility. ...
3. Increase Problem Solving Skills. ...
4. Learn Sportsmanship. ...
5. Improve Mental Strength. ...
6. Learn Dedication. ...
7. Improve Social Skills. ...
8. Learn Strategy…
9. Practice Honesty
10. Learn a Complex Scoring System
https://www.playyourcourt.com/news/kids/10-values-tennis-teaches-kids-for-life

6

FROM YOUR COMMUNITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR
Community Yard Sale - Oct 5 & 6: Our fall yard-sale will be held October 5-6.
We are no longer collecting a $5 fee for participating in the yard sale but will

OCTOBER 5 & 6

still give out balloons and list the participating houses. Also, we will no longer
be posting signs within the neighborhood. The large banners at all of our entrances will be visible. Any additional signs you put up within the neighborhood will need to be taken down by you after the last day of the yard sale.
Please RSVP no later than October 2,
to community.social@steeplechase.org to receive the balloon to mark your
mailbox and to be listed in the yard sale directory...

Katherine Colley
Community Social Director
Community.social@steeplechase.org

2nd ANNUAL STEEPLECHASE
ARTS - CRAFTS FESTIVAL & CHILI COOKOFF
WHEN:

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13TH, 11:00 TO 5:00 pm

WHERE:

STEEPLECHASE FACILITY PAVILLION/POOL

WHO:

OPEN TO ALL STEEPLECHASE RESIDENTS, FRIENDS, & NEIGHBORS

Please plan to attend Steeplechase’s 2nd Arts-Crafts-Chili Cook-off, and help make this
a successful event so that we can build on last year’s success. Come out and support
your neighbors who will be exhibiting their talents in the form of arts, crafts, treasures,
collectibles, baked goods, etc.
In addition, we will be judging the best chili in Gwinnett County, so for a $2 donation to
SRHA, you can sample and help us pick the best chili ever! Music will be provided and
BBQ sandwiches ($5), snacks ($1), and soft drinks ($1), will be also be available.
Please contact Bill Wagner at swim.tennis@steeplechase.org with any questions
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FROM YOUR FACILITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR

NOVEMBER 3RD - FALL FESTIVAL (Facility members only) 5-8pm
- Games for the kids
- Bounce House
- Tennis
- Bonfire with S'mores and hotdogs
- Prizes for the best Halloween costume
Please bring a bag of canned/boxed food /laundry detergent to donate to the Village of Hope (Lawrenceville)
to support families in need this upcoming holiday season. Together, we make a difference!

Mary Gonzalez
Facility Social Director
facility.social@steeplechase.org

WHAT A GREAT TIME OF YEAR!
What do you love about the fall season? Do you have special childhood memories that make
you smile...some triggered by the smell of cooler weather settling in, wood burning in the fire
pit, your mom’s best stew!?! Don’t keep those memories to yourself! Share them with your
family, or better yet, send a few lines about them to communications@steeplechase.org and
we’ll print them in next month’s newsletter.










Crunchy leaves. There's nothing quite like that crisp sound beneath your feet.
Hot drinks galore. Bring on the hot chocolate and Pumpkin Spice Lattes.
Cozy jumpers and thick socks.
All the best TV.
Fresh air and rosy cheeks.
All of the food.
Halloween.
Crackling fires.
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2018 PUBLIC
SAFETY FALL
FESTIVAL
Take your family out to
Coolray Field on October
6 for this fun and informative Fall Festival!! Check
out the ad for details.
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THE GARDEN CORNER

Walter Reeves
October Calendar

FIRST WEEK:
 Fall fescue planting season officially begins! Watering restrictions are still in force in many places so make SURE you have good soil
-seed contact. Aerate before seeding, roll afterwards, water when you can.
 Last chance to apply a weed preventer to bermudagrass, zoysiagrass and centipedegrass lawns to thwart winter weeds like chickweed and annual bluegrass. You can still get 75% control at this point in the season.
 If you want your poinsettia to turn color by Christmas, now’s the time to begin giving it 14 hours of darkness and 10 hours of bright
light each day.
 Trim back by one fourth any woody plants you’ve kept outdoors during the summer, to help them fit inside your home for the winter.
 Fertilize newly planted fescue with a high-phosphorus starter fertilizer.
SECOND WEEK:
 The pansy planting season begins now! Plant “six-pack” pansies eight inches apart, larger plants can be spaced ten inches apart.
 Cut brown flower stems of purple coneflower, black-eyed Susan, daylily and hosta back to ground level.
 Move patio plants into shade for two weeks before bringing them inside. This will help prevent leaf drop.
 Drench newly-planted pansies with water-soluble houseplant fertilizer at the rate shown on the label. This will push them off to a
fast start.
 Apply a weed preventer to beds of already-planted cool-season flowers to prevent weed seeds from sprouting.
THIRD WEEK:
 Clean fallen fruit from the ground under pear and apple trees. Remove from the tree any fruit that you don’t intend to harvest. Plant
spring flowering bulbs, like tulip, daffodil and hyacinth. Old, crowded beds can be loosened and the bulbs divided and replanted
now. Finish dividing daylily clumps, iris rhizomes and peony roots. Plant them into a well-dug bed immediately.
 Raise your mower height one-half inch and enjoy a last mowing of your Bermuda, centipede or zoysia lawn.
 Remove faded rose blooms. Clip wayward stems back so the plant has a compact form, ready for winter wind and ice.
FOURTH WEEK:
 As chrysanthemum and aster flowers fade, cut the plants back to six inches tall.
 Rake out and replace all of the mulch and dead leaves under roses, red tip photinia and crabapples. You’ll prevent diseases on next
year’s leaves.
 Review your pesticide storage procedures. Are they all labeled? In a locked cabinet? In a place where they won’t freeze this winter?
 Root cuttings of geranium, impatiens, begonia and other “outside” plants to bring indoors for the winter. Fertilize pansies again
with water-soluble houseplant fertilizer. Switch to a product that contains nitrate nitrogen (Osmocote, Pansy Booster, etc) when
you feed in two weeks.
http://www.walterreeves.com/seasonal-gardening-calendar/october/

The Steeplechase Garden Club
would like to congratulate,

Howard & Lillian Bandell
1235 Midland Way
OCTOBER YARD OF THE MONTH
Thank you for helping to keep
Steeplechase a
beautiful place to live!
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—young people heading off to military service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic honors, plans after graduation, the list goes on. It would be
great to let our neighbors know about these things. If someone in your family
has news to report, please send a short note to communications@steeplechase.org no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in
the upcoming month’s edition of The Thorough-Read News.

Meredith Emma Brand is
the daughter of Jo and
Julie Brand. Emma is in
the middle of college orientation. She is attending
Seattle Pacific University,
majoring in Human Development & Family Science.
Emma is considering Social
Work in her future.
Meredith Emma Brand

Best wishes, Emma!

If you are a new neighbor
and have not been welcomed into Steeplechase,
we want to get to know
you! The Welcome Committee would love to
greet you and provide
you with a packet of information about Steeplechase. If you would like us to stop by with a packet
and answer any questions you may have, or if you
know someone who hasn't been properly welcomed, please contact our Welcome Committee at
welcome@steeplechase.org. See our website for
more information:

steeplechase.org

S T E E P L E C H A S E YO U T H
R E L AX T H I S S U M M E R
My name is Gideon Reese
and I am 14yrs old. I am
interested in cutting lawns
or doing general yard
work this year.
If you are in need of affordable yard
care, please call me at 470-728-8822.

STEEPLECHASE

PAVILION
FOR RENT
Great for parties, meetings
& family gatherings!
The pavilion is available for use by Facility members
in good standing to reserve for a special event.
There is a minimal rental fee, plus a refundable
cleaning deposit to ensure proper cleanup. For additional information or to make a reservation,
contact Melissa at—Secretary@steeplechase.org

PARENTS! Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet-sit,
tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood? Did you know that if you
are a Community Member that your child can advertise for FREE in the
newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs community
service hours? I can help with that, too! Contact the Steeplechase
Communications Director for more information at communications@steeplechase.org
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LAWRENCEVILLE, GEORGIA—You live here! But, did you know….
 Lawrenceville was incorporated by an act of the Georgia General Assembly on December 15, 1821. This makes Law-

renceville the second oldest city in the metropolitan Atlanta area. The city is named after Commodore James Lawrence, commander of the frigate Chesapeake during the War of 1812.
 Lawrenceville is a city in and the county seat of Gwinnett County, Georgia, in the United States. The Census Bureau

estimates the 2008 population at 29,258.Lawrenceville has six ZIP codes (30042-30046, 30049); it is part of the
678/770/404 telephone area code, which is used throughout metropolitan Atlanta.
 Georgia is full of educational opportunities, and some ground-breaking institutions and historic sites are found in

Gwinnett County. For example, Lawrenceville Female Seminary is a historic building dating back to 1838 that educated
residents in theology. Today, it houses the Gwinnett Museum and can be reserved as a wedding venue. More recently,
Georgia Gwinnett College (the nation’s first four-year public college founded in the 21st century) opened its doors in
2006.
And there is so much more to know about our city, county, and state. Spend a few minutes online searching the web for
additional facts and history.
Lawrenceville has some good neighboring cities, too. Have you been to the Environmental Heritage Center in Buford, just
down the street from the Mall of Georgia? Google it. Visit it. You’ll be glad you did.
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Dates to Remember
October 5-6
October 13
November 3
November 3
November 29

Community Fall Yard Sale (C)
Fall Arts & Crafts /Chili Cook-off (C)
Community Fall Workday
Fall Festival (F)
SRHA General Membership Meeting

Stay Current With Steeplechase News!
Read Your Neighborhood Newsletter! Or go to www.steeplechase.org
OCTOBER 2018 EDITION

