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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 2018 CHAIRMAN

Happy 2018 to all Steeplechase Residents! I have a tough act to follow
in replacing Steve Curry as the SRHA Board Chairman. Steve forged us
through some BIG projects in the last two years…mainly, the total replacement of tennis courts #1 and #2 (including the repair of court #3)
and then the UGLY FENCE situation that we found ourselves in. The
fence is still ugly, but it is a work in progress and in the end, we may
think that we took a wrong turn and are driving into a country club!
That may be stretch.
Brant and I have lived in Steeplechase for nine years. Our son was a Junior in High School when we moved here. My only regret is that we didn’t
move here earlier so that our son could have grown up in this “village”. I
look forward to working with a great group of people who truly care
about this neighborhood, or they wouldn’t be doing this. Along with me,
the other newbies are Jeremy Ladd - Facility President; Scott Sherwin –
Community President; and Mary Gonzalez will be filling the long empty
spot of Facility Social Director. So, we have a FULL Board, with the continued dedication of Lori Thomas, Nate Orrico, Klarissa Reese, Melissa
Zornes, Doug Benson, Bill Wagner and Katherine Colley.
It is my wish, and I can probably speak for the rest of the Board, that we
don’t have any more big projects pop up…Ha Ha! There will always be
something to deal with in an aging community. There will always be old
business to finish and new things to come up. We will all try our best to
always do what’s right, fair, most economical and most beneficial to
Steeplechase.
Stella York
2018 Chairman
chairman@steeplechase.org
YOUR COMMUNITY DOLLARS (& NEIGHBORS) AT WORK
Many thanks to everyone who came out December 16 to help repair the
fences along Sever Road. Many hands made (comparatively) light work.
In the space of about three hours we were able to replace damaged or
missing pickets along the half-mile expanse, and shore up spans in preparation for painting. If I were to name the people who came to help, I
would surely miss someone—suffice it to say, we had lots of volunteers
on a beautiful day for fence repair, and all the help is appreciated.
- Steve Curry
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FROM YOUR 2017 COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
I hope everyone is enjoying the Holiday Season! I always love this time of year
and one of the reasons is all the lights and decorations. The Steeplechase residents do a pretty good job of lighting up our neighborhood! But, as every year,
it goes by too fast.
Another thing that goes by fast is the two years I have been the Community
President. I have really enjoyed working with this year’s Board of Directors.
Most of which I have known for years, others I have had the pleasure of getting
to know these past couple years. I have served on the Board several times in
the past 26 years and I think the part I like best is getting to know more of my
Steeplechase neighbors. These people are special and they want to help take
care of Steeplechase.
I know there are other residents, new and old, that could serve. It doesn’t take
that much of your time and the more residents we get involved the better for
us all! Thank goodness we have had the people who have volunteered over the
years to keep Steeplechase a nice place to live, but this is an ongoing thing. So,
please consider volunteering, we all will benefit.
I do want to express my gratitude to all the people that worked on our two big
projects this year, the new tennis courts and the Sever Road project. These are
the type of things that keep Steeplechase an attractive place to live. The tennis
courts are finished and the Sever Road project is moving along. But, for those
who have worked on these projects, my sincere thanks for the work you have
done!
I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
George Brodnax
2017 Community President

FROM YOUR 2018 COMMUNITY PRESIDENT
Greetings Everyone,
I hope this Christmas and holiday season was as wonderful as you hoped and
expected it to be, my family had a great Christmas and we are looking forward
to a spectacular 2018!
My name is Scot Sherwin and I am the new Community President for Steeplechase. My wife, Michelle and I live on Midland Way and we have lived in the
neighborhood since 2001. This is my 5th or 6th tour of duty on the HOA Board
and I am glad to be involved in this Community.
Thanks to George Brodnax, for his service these last two years, he did a great
job! I am responsible for the front entrances and any common ground in the
neighborhood, if you see anything that needs attention please feel free to contact me thru the HOA website.
You can also reach me at 770-235-5124, we want to keep this community looking great!
Looking forward to serving, and a prosperous 2018 for all!
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FROM YOUR 2017 FACILITY PRESIDENT
As my last newsletter article as Facility President of Steeplechase, I would again like to thank all the folks who supported me during the year in making our Facility at Steeplechase a community to be proud to call home. The list is
long and hopefully throughout the year you have gotten recognition for your time and service. It is amazing the
list of folks stepping up to volunteer for tasks needing routine maintenance, the special projects that a facility
needs as it ages, and those who bend over and pick up trash just because it is there.
Under Nate Orrico’s supervision many missing or rotten boards have been replaced on the Sever Road fence, and
for the folks who assisted, we thank you for your time and skills. Soon the fence will be painted and the old will
look new again!
I am excited about the oncoming Board for 2018. We have a great group of folks who have always taken interest
in our neighborhood by their involvement and support. Now they will be able not only to finish any projects not
completed this year, but will also be able to provide new ideas to further our value as a community.
We had many new families moving into Steeplechase this year. I hope they will support the Board by joining the
Facility and taking advantage of all the benefits offered to members. Be an active member in the decisions of your
community.
Again, thank you all for your support, understanding, and patients this year.
My wife, Nancy and I wish you all a Happy New Year filled with healthy and happiness.
Ed Hawkins
2017 Facility President

FROM YOUR 2018 FACILITY PRESIDENT
Hello Residents,
My name is Jeremy Ladd, and I have the pleasure of serving
as the Facility President for the next year.
For those of you that don’t know me, my wife and I have 3
children ages, 1, 5, and 9. Two of them are actively involved
in swim team each year. We live in very close proximity to
the pool and are involved in a lot of the neighborhood
events. While shopping for houses, we fell in love with Steeplechase and the wonderful people who live here. During
the summer, like most members, we spend a lot of time on
the facility ground enjoying that time with family and
friends.
I am excited to be a new member of the board this year and
look forward to improving and maintaining our beautiful
facility.
Jeremy Ladd
2018 Facility President
Facility.president@steeplechase.org
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Community
Volunteers

Repair or Replace
Where Needed

IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN
If you would like to join the team, email
Nate Orrico, Operations Director:

Operations@steeplechase.org
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STEEPLECHASE
A SWIM & TENNIS COMMUNITY
FROM YOUR 2018 SWIM & TENNIS DIRECTOR
Here’s wishing the entire Steeplechase Community a most Happy and Prosperous New Year. Although
funds are not currently available, some of my long term goals are to replace the tennis court lights with LED
lights, transform or improve Court #4 to some type of usable status either relegated to tennis or some other activity, and to further promote the use of the Pavilion to something more liken to an “Activity Center”
where various meetings, social activities, clubs, and other organizations can meet on a regular basis. I will
do my best to try and gain some leverage with the development of the upcoming 2018 budget, if not for
this year then hopefully in the years to come. I welcome everyone’s suggestions and comments for promoting these new ventures.
Winter ALTA Updates – Mixed Doubles Teams:
The roster deadline for all mixed double and senior mixed double leagues was Friday October 20, 2017.
Mixed Doubles League play begins January 7, 2018 and Senior Mixed Doubles begins January 6, 2018. Practices have already begun so if you wish to take advantage of extra practice time please plan on attending
your team practices scheduled each week throughout the upcoming season. The winter season ends February 17 and 18 respectively.
Anyone still interested in joining the Winter Senior Mixed team should contact Ed Hawkins at edward1401@gmail.com. Also, anyone still interested in joining the Winter Mixed Doubles team should contact Christy Vallance at christyvallance@bellsouth.net.
Spring ALTA Updates – Men’s and Women’s Doubles Teams:
ALTA League Registration for Men’s and Women’s doubles teams begins on January 1, 2018 and closes on
January 22, 2018. Please advise me as to what teams will be forming for the Spring season and who the
team captains will be. If you are planning on joining one of our Spring teams please let me know and I will
advise the team Captains of new roster additions.
How To Reserve A Court:
If you are new to the Steeplechase Village, we use www.reservemycourt.com to make reservations. You
can check this site after creating an account to check daily practice and match schedules. This only includes
courts 1, 2 and 3 at this time, as court 4 will remain out of service indefinitely, due to a lack of funds to
maintain its court surface
Swimming Pool Update:
The swimming pool closed for the winter on September 24, 2017. Registration for the youth Steeplestation
Stingray swim team will be in March of 2018.
FACILITY MEMBERSHIP DUES:

YOU HAVE TO BE A PAID FACILITY MEMBER TO BE ON ANY TENNIS TEAM OR THE SWIM TEAM.
We DO allow non-residents to join our Facility (annual fees apply) or to be on a tennis team for $35 per season, in addition to paying their yearly $25 ALTA dues. Please remember that the condition of the courts, the
pool, and the rest of the facility grounds directly affect your home values. It is solely through your annual
participation dues that we, as a Community, are able to keep these facilities functioning and maintained for
the enjoyment of all Members. We appreciate your support in keeping up the facility amenities.
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YARD(S) OF THE MONTH FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
CONGRATULATIONS!!! Another fantastic job of decorating Steeplechase
1st Place: Tim & Michelle Tyler, 1390 Warrenton Hunt
2nd Place: Bo & Marge Leavell, 2185 Sandown Dr.
3rd Place: Dennis Scott, 1177 Camden Hunt Dr.
4th Place: Doug & Mandy Benson, 2081 Furlong Run
In addition, we have listed the top 10 “Honorable Mention” homes: GREAT JOB!
Bright, Marty & Page: 2080 Furlong Run
Carter, David & Mary: 2159 Sandown Dr.
Cherpak, Al & Lynn: 1130 Paper Chase Ct.
Naurt, Paul & Liz: 1201 Steeple Run
Ramsey, Keelan & Sharon: 1188 Hurst Park Dr

Redmond, John & Donna: 2091 Hedge Ro
Schiereck, John & Peggy: 2061 Hedge Row
Sherwin, Scot & Michelle: 1180 Midland Way
Taylor, Scott & Maria: 2188 Sandown Dr.
Wheat, Adriana: 2631 Bechers Brook

As a reminder, you must be a “community member” to be considered.
Thanks to ALL who decorated their homes this year – Steeplechase looks great!
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FROM YOUR 2018 FACILITY SOCIAL DIRECTOR
My name is Mary Gonzalez and my husband (Jose) and 2 kids
(AJ and Isabella) have lived in Steeplechase since 2005. This is
my first time serving on the board, however, Jose has served
on the board several times. I have been an active participant
in SET (Steeplechase Events and Tennis) since its inception in
2010 until 2017 when the committee decided to take a break since we were able to accomplish our goal
(along with SRHA) of raising enough funds to build new tennis courts (courts 1 & 2). We love living in Steeplechase and have made so many friends. We often refer to our Steeplechase friends as "the village" as we
take care of each other as we would our own. This is why I decided to step up and be the Facility Social chair
to give the new neighbors the opportunity to meet their neighbors and create their own village with the
wonderful families in Steeplechase. Since we all connect via different forms of media (text, facebook, email,
etc), when you join the facility in 2018, send me your email address and/or phone number so you will be
directly connected to the SRHA neighborhood parties and events. I look forward to a fun year meeting new
and old neighbors in Steeplechase. Social events will also be announced by way of special eblasts and our
monthly newsletters.

facility

Mary Gonzalez
2018 Facility Social Director
facility.social@steeplechase.org

CONTRACTOR BEST PRACTICES
Just a note to everyone as we begin the new year to remember to exercise due diligence when working with independent contractors. Most contractors are skilled, reputable, honest, and hard-working. However, some are not.
When engaging people to work for you, whether it be home improvement, landscaping, concrete repair, or any other
service it is always wise to follow some standard procedures. The following guidelines are suggestions from the Federal Trade Commission. More detailed information can be found at their website: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
articles/0242-hiring-contractor).
Do Your Research
1. Check with friends, neighbors, or co-workers who’ve used a contractor
2. If you can, take a look at the work done and ask about their experience
3. Look at sites you trust that post ratings and reviews
4. Do people seem to have similar experiences, good or bad? You also can check out a contractor’s online reputation by searching for the company’s name with words like “scam,” “rip-off,” or “complaint.”
5. Find out how long they’ve been in business
6. Look for an established company whose record and reputation you can check out
7. Check for qualifications, like licensing
Before You Hire a Contractor
1. Get Estimates
2. Ask Questions
Understand Your Payment Options
1. Don’t pay cash
2. Try to limit your down payment
Get a Written Contract
After You Hire a Contractor
 Keep Records
 Pay Wisely
3. Use a Sign-Off Checklist
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We all hear about people in our neighborhood doing great things—young
people heading off to military service, scholarships awarded, athletic accomplishments, academic honors, the list goes on… It would be great to let our
neighbors know about these things. If someone in your family has news to
report, please send a short note to communications@steeplechase.org no
later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in the upcoming month’s edition of The Thorough-Read News.

STEEPLECHASE ON FACEBOOK
SRHA





Visit our neighborhood
website at
steeplechase.org

Post about a lost dog / cat / other
Announce sign ups for sports teams
Selling something? Put it on Facebook
Share pictures from a neighborhood event.

GWINNETT COUNTY ORDINANCES AND CODES
County ordinances and codes regulate development, construction, and maintenance of all property in all unincorporated
areas. Our Documents and Regulations page has links to most of the laws relevant to neighborhood association concerns. The complete text of all County Ordinances is also available online.
Code Enforcement Officers from the County's Quality of Life Unit and inspectors from the County's Development Division enforce most of these codes and ordinances.
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/portal/gwinnett/Services/HomeownersAssociations/OrdinancesandCodes

STEEPLECHASE
PAVILION
FOR
RENT

Great for parties, meetings and family gatherings!
The pavilion is available for use by Facility members in good standing to reserve for a
special event. There is a minimal rental fee, plus a refundable cleaning deposit to ensure proper cleanup. For additional information or to make a reservation, contact
Melissa at Secretary@steeplechase.org

S T E E P L E C H A S E YO U T H
Do you have a teenager that would like to babysit, pet-sit,
tutor, or do yardwork for the neighborhood? Did you know
that if you are a Community Member that your child can
advertise for FREE in the newsletter? Do you have a teenager or Scout that needs community service hours? I can help
with that, too!
Contact the Steeplechase Communications Director for
more information at communications@steeplechase.org

WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADVERTISE IN THE STEEPLECHASE NEWSLETTER?
Send an email to communications@steeplechase.org
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NEW TO STEEPLECHASE?
If you have recently moved in, or if you
know of new neighbors near you, make sure
you get the Official Steeplechase Welcome!
Connect with the
Welcoming Committee at
welcome@steeplechase.org
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